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Preface 1

On the great Chinese land of vast-
ness live all the ethnic groups from
one generation to another, laboring
and creating continually for living. They
cultivate all that is varied and colorful
and thus reap the plentiful fruits of both
material and spirit. Finally the cultural
entity of our nation is formed.

Through inheritance and hybridiz—
ation does the cultural revolution of
all the ethnic groups go. The created
culture existing in society is just the
renascence gene of an ethnic group.
A cultural gene of an ethnic group
determines its cultural property and
therefore distinctive quality is endowed
with. Nowadays, however, a variety of
distinctive traditional culture has been
ignored in the rapid development of
modern culture and thus encounters
serious crisis or even destruction under
the economic globalization. As the
distinctive traditional culture has been
vanishing, an alternative inheritance
must be arising in cultural development,
and eventually brings about the change
of a nation's cultural property due
to the consequential change of the
inheritance gene of a nation's culture.

So the action of "Love My China"
is just a study into the inheritance
of the ethnic culture. | believe that it
is a compelling obligation for me to
do something on finding, arranging
and presenting traditional national
culture as well as some research on
its inheritance to make it applicable
to relative fields. As to the action of
studying 'inheritance’, it is, as | see,
as sacred and great as the action of
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sowing for reproduction, for its holy
meaning that life is gained and so is the
power for booming when a seed drops
into the soil. It is, of course, originated
from the power of love for the culture
in motherland, which comes out from
deep heart when facing the superiority
of the traditional national culture and
therefore will make one to practice,
promote, innovate and foster.

In 1981, | was a junior student of
Artistic Design of Dyeing and Weaving
major in technology department of
Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts (now
China Academy of Art). | picked up the
idea of studying how to assimilate from
clothing of traditional national culture to
design clothing that is in accordance
with the needs of modern life when |
was having a clothing class given by
Mr. Chongli Bai, which was arranged
by my dear teacher, Haoling Song. In
1996, introduced by my senior fellow,
Jianming Song, | was entitled to make
national costume investigation in ethnic
minority area owing to the research
funds for my project "study on clothing
culture and its exploitation to application
of all Chinese ethnic groups", which
| got in applying for young teacher
research funds of higher education
system that is established Mr. Yingdong
Huo. During the investigation in
minority area of Southwest China, | got
acquainted with some anthropologists
and museum researchers who enriched
my knowledge on what to do and how
to do it. In the same year, | opened
the curriculum, Ethnic Style Clothing
Designing, in the clothing teaching
of China Academy of Art. Also, |
embodied the traditional culture and
its application in basic and designing
curriculums of dyeing and weaving
major. In 1996, | received an invitation
for research on an ethnic minority
group called She in Li Shui, Zhejiang
Province, with a group of staff from the
International Department of Hangzhou
TV Station .It was the first time for us
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to do research on the culture of She's
costumes. Thanks to the warm welcome
and intended arrangement of leaders
from various government departments,
such as Radio & Television office, Civil
Affairs Bureau, and Cultural Affairs
Commission (County), we could directly
drive to the first settled villages and
some derivative tribes, which She
migrated to. At the same time, we could
know something about the migration of
She group, their local customs, and the
gathering and arrangement work done
by Cultural Affairs Commission(County),
something about the shape and making
of She's costumes, and also something
about the extremely precious research
works written by predecessors, such
as Investigation on The She People in
Chimushan, Jingning, Zhejiang, The
History and Culture of She and She
etc. Then | participated in planning the
National Fashion Shows and National
Fashion Design Contest, which was part
of the 20th anniversary celebrations
for the establishment of the She group,
Jingning Autonomous County. During
the period of the locals making their
own costumes, | associated it with one
piece of my fashion design teaching
activities for undergraduates and
graduates and let the key element
of their locals' design become my
important design elements, aiming at
expressing my own conception and
schemes of fashion design. Finally, |
performed well both in the celebration
and in the graduation exhibition; not
only was | praised by the indigenous
leaders, but Creative Awards and Good
Design Awards were awarded to my
students for their outstanding works
for the exhibition. In the introduction of
local leaders, it was my honor to meet
some leaders of the She group and |
found a new land to broaden my vision
of She' s culture. Tinghe Lan, the head
of National and Religious Affairs Bureau
in Fu'an City, guided us himself, going
deep in She villages, Fu'an, to carry
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out the research on traditional clothing,
which benefited us a lot.

The main contents of this book are
some teaching achievements shared
in the project "study on traditional
clothing culture of She ethnic minority
and its application", which was
proposed in my graduate teaching
and some service projects entrusted
by minority area as well as some
other teaching achievements. In this
graduate teaching period, | would
like to mention Miss Yi Chen who
achieved splendid results which is also
contained in this book. She devoted
herself to study and research with
great passion. During the three times
| took her to the area of She ethnic
minority for investigation, she gained
a lot on study method and exploitation
method of traditional clothing culture
of She ethnic minority and then made
earnest organization and thinking. She
also made sampling and comparison
of modern clothing design works of
ethnic style as well as some practice
of exploitation applications. | really
appreciate and am proud of the great
job and achievements Yi Chen has
made. On the other hand, this book is
an indication of how to put into practice
protecting traditional culture and of
the way of studying and exploiting it. |
hope all these in this book can be an
illumination for you.

All the work | have done is in ac—
cordance with a life—long mission in
my teaching career 'inherit superior
genes of national culture and preserve
the property of national culture'. It is
an external practice that is originated
from internal ambition inherited from my
teachers, which | hope to be passed
down on and on.

Special thanks to those who
offered guidance when | first made
investigation of clothing culture of
She ethnic minority. They are Mr.
Bangyan Zhao from Hangzhou TV
station, Mr. Siyue Wang, the chief of
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Bureau of Radio and Television in
Jingning county, Miss Shihua Lan, the
deputy director of Bureau of Culture in
Jingning county, Mr. Liangming Lan,
the chief of Publicity Section of Jingning
county, Mr. Guanhai Lan, the head of
Pingyanggang village, Yunhe county,
Mr. Tinghe Lan, the chief of Bureau of
ethnic and religious service and so on.
Their kind help and assistance enabled
us to get this precious field investigation
and obtained a great deal. Direct
help was provided to my graduate
teaching as well. | will also give thanks
to Miss Ling Lan for the pictures of
She clothing that she treasured up and
Mr. Yanyu Qiu and Miss Lijun Pan and
those who are keen on the construction
and development of national culture.
Their earnest planning made "The
Chinese She style clothing designing
competition" an impressive show of
She' s traditional culture clothing as
well as the distinguished meeting of
fashion clothing and creative designing
in this twenty—year anniversary of the
county, which provided me and my
students with a great chance to study
and a stage to perform.

| will also thank Aunt Chengi Lan
from Jingning county, Mr. Rongging
Lan from Yunhe county, Uncle Xianshi
Lei from Huangchu village, Yunhe
county, Sister Lianfeng Lei, Shimei Lan,
Jinmei Lei, Zhanglian Lan, Lianjiao
Lei and eighty—year—ocld Grandma
Chengzi Zhong. Thanks for their readily
acceptance of our visit, which helped
us get plenty of what traditional culture
of She clothing is. The sixth time when
| was in She village, | was given a
great deal of help by many people
- there are still many that | can not
completely list out here! | was moved
through getting acquainted with them
and was aware of their preciousness
through being moved. "l try my best
to copy every petal, but what about its
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fragrance?"

Books are an effective way of
spreading thoughts. Here, | would like
to thank Fujian Minglang Shoes Co.,
Ltd and Hangzhou Wantong Trading
Company Ltd who financially supported
the publishing of this book. Also, |
would like to thank my alma mater,
China Academy of Art, the place where
| work, grow and contribute. Last but
not the least, | would like to thank my
family who gives me the best care and
support all the way.

In addition, | would like to recall
sincerely Mr. Yingdong Huo who
supports China’ s education. Thanks
to his support, we are able to benefit
from the great chance to study Chinese
national clothing and consolidate the
basis of study and education for the
descendants.

| hope the inheritance of superior
national culture and preservation the
property of national culture will go on
forever. | acclaim for the young who are
courageous to innovate, enthusiastic
to inherit and to spread the Chinese
superior national culture!

Professor Haisuo Qiu
Department Of Textile And Fashion

Design, China Academy of Art
May 26th, 2009 in Hangzhou

1 [India] JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI
Commentaries on Living: Series [ ,
Beijing, East China Normal University
Press, 2007
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Preface 2

The She traditional clothing has
been worn by the She people since
the ancient time, which represents the
traditional culture and spirits. It is one
of the external signs of an ethnic group
that distinguishes from another. Its
importance is therefore self-evident.
As the She ethnic group is one of the
55 ethnic minorities in China, the She
clothing is a treasure of our nation. It
is our responsibilities and obligations
to preserve, inherit and spread cultural
heritage of our nation.

As one of the She people, |
appreciate the concern, support and
help Professor Haisuo Qiu and Teacher
Yi Chen have given to traditional
clothing of She. Yi Chen has devoted
herself to the study of traditional clothing
of She since graduate time, and after
six years of study a great deal of first—
hand data has been accumulated. A
study of three typical settlements of
the She people is presented in this
book, which is in Jingning of Zhejiang
Province, Yunhe of Zhejiang Province
and Fu'an of Fujian Province. Through
on-the—spot investigation, valuable
data has been collected with great
care and in the respect of history and
culture. This enhances the basis on
which the traditional clothing of She can
be exploited, presented, organized,
researched and applied. In our area,
Fu'an of Fujian Province, Professor Qiu
and her colleagues made an arduous
journey to go deep into the She village
and visit the She people to do cl othing
comparison and to discard the false
and retain the true of them.




ABEEMRANNRIAL B K
ZGRM, RRABARBT =
RNEM, MEAEALXZRAER
T REFER, INERIRH
EX. ZRREFZH UL HEY]
No

FERMNS EREERXKOE
i eI E KRR, SAHRKESR
Xfto HAEE—WMEEER ZHR
1, IEERRIFX A FHEM
Ao

BEERM
BRTRESREESREK
2009548

This book makes a whole present—
ation of traditional clothing of She,
which provides descendants precious
materials. It also builds models in
respect of exploitation and application.
For example, modern formal dresses
and art clothing of She are mentioned
from different view.

| hope that you can go on spreading
national traditional culture by bringing
new ideas into She clothing based on
inheritance. We will support you as we
always do to make the She clothing
blooming in the world.

Tinghe Lan
Chief of the Ethnic and Religious

Service Bureau of Fuan City
April 2009
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