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Axiology and Ethics
Foreword

The prosperitey of modem civilization has brought people happiness but
also problems. Some of the problems are destructive to individuals, others
to nations, and even, more globally, humanity as a whole. How we deal
with the problems cannot be solved solely by science, technology, and in-
dustry. Philosophers are needed to reconsider the values that should guide
us through practical principles as individuals and groups of individuals in
relation to each other, society, and the world.

Humanity is enhanced through the wisdom of philosophy. The role of
philesophy, historically, is to conceptually explore solutions to global pro-
grams as they arise. Each problem poses both a challenge and an opportu-
nity for applications of philosophical ideas and principles. By this frame-
work, philosophers can help direct individuals in their pursuit of wisdom.
If philosophy is to be more than a refuge for the few, it must recapture a
public purpose and provide a basis for addressing issues of global con-
cemn. Not all philosophers need be engaged to addressing such issues.
There is no reason to curtail philosophical activity as we find it, and in-
deed there are many reasons lo promote more such activity, But among
philosophers who explore problems of value, there is an added responsi-
bility, individually and collcctively, to direct rational thought to issues of
global concem. The challenge is great and calls for augmenting the cur-
rent state of philosophical activity.

We inaugurate the publication of Axiology and Ethics with all this in
mind. We seek to advance philosophiecal discussion of issues, concrete
and abstract, tied to real human problems ranging from the persenal all
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the way up to the global. We wish to strengthen international cooperation
and exchanges among philosophers. We hope that this journal will provide
a forum for scholars throughout the world to engage in dialognes on all
manner of problems of value.

Qur title, Axiclogy and Ethics , reflects our view that the study of
ethics is located within the broader study of value theory. Moral problems
roise issues of moral value. Moral value ie one type of value among broad
field of values. As particular problems of applied ethics need 10 be con-
sidered in relation to problems of nommative ethics in general and even
meta — ethics on top of that, so philosophical insight is to be had by ex-
ploring the wider expanse of values that include prudential, political,
economic, and aesthetic values.

From the outset, Axiology and Ethics has been conceived as an in-
temnational journal which is to be joinily edited and published by the Insti-
tute of Philosophy of Hubei University in China and the International Soci-
ety for Value Inquiry. In recognition of ils intemational scope, we have
decided that contributions should not be limited by language, and that ar-
ticles may be ¢ither in Chinese and English. Like its companion book se-
rics, Value and Ethics edited and published by the Institute of Philosophy
of Hubei University, Axiology and Ethics is dedicated to philosophical
analysis and synthesis through the free exchange of ideas io bring about a
better and more beautiful world.

Jiang Chang
G. John M. Abbarno
Thomas Magnell
Dai Maotang
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Abstract To pursue truth and create value is the motive force of human
progress, Based on this affirnation, this paper explores the value theory
in human activities from three aspects. First, by an etymology and philos-
ophy study of the value concept, the author analyses different views of
value in different philosophical systems, thus examines “the special being
of value phenomenon” . Second, “the nature of value” is the key point.
The author argues that the universal interactive relationship in nature pro-
vides an objective basis and natural premise, while the relationship be-
tween the perceiver and the world, together with its development in hu-
man practice is the direct premise, for the emergence of the Characteristic
value phenomenon of mankind. So both the rules of the subjective and
objective measures should be learned in human activities. Finally, “ho-
man value” is discussed, it may be generalized as “human self value”
and “human social value” .

Key Words human activitics the nature of value human value
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