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Unit One

Text A; The Standard of Living
- Text B: American Families

- Text A
The Standard of Living

The standard of living of any country means the aver-
age 'persdn' s share of the goods and services which the coun-
try produces. A country's standard of living depends en its
capacity to produce wealth. '

A country’ s capacity to produce wealth depends upon
many factors. Wealth depends to a great extent upon a
-cb’untry"s natural resources, such as coal, gold, other min-
erzls, water supply and so on. ' '

Next to natural resbires comes the ability to tui'n_ them
to use. China is perhaps as well off as the U.S. A. in natu-

ral resources but as we know China had suffered for many

1



years from civil and external war. For this and other rea-
sons China was unable to develop her resources. Sound and
stable political conditions and freedom from foreign invasion
enable a country to develop its natural resources peacefully
and steadily.

Another important factor is the technical efficiency of a
country’ s people. Old countries that have trained up numer-
ous skilled craftsmen and technicians are hetter placed than
countries whose workers are largely unskilled. Wealth also
produces wealth. As a country becomes wealthier, its peo-
ple have a large margin for saving. They can put their sav-
ings into factories and machines, which will help workers to
turn out more goods in their ‘working days.

A country’s standard of living depends not only upon
the wealth that is produced and consumed within its own
borders, but also upon what is indirectly produced through
international trade. For example, years ago the British
learned that they couldn’ t depend only upon agricultural
products grown at home to feed their people. Britain’ s
wealth in foodstuffs depends greatly on international trade.
A qoﬁﬁt:y_' s wealth is, therefore, greatly influenced by its
manwfacturing capacity, provided that other countries can
be found ready to accept its products.

 To calculate the average atandard of living of any coun-
try, one divides its national income by the number of people
in it, S&ictly speaking, the term national income means the
2



total of goods and services produced for comsumption in that
country in a year; but such a-total cannot be divided uniess
it is expressed in money.

Words and Expresslons

- share/fea/n. 3 )L, B}

capacity/ka’ paesiti/n. 8877 ; 85 i
extent/iks’ tent/n. BB ; L H ; Bk

ability /o bikiti/n. 88 4 , A 88

civil/' sivl/adj. E P39 , 717 LAY :
external /eks’ to:na/adj. SNETAY, SPERRY
unable/’ an'eibl /adj. FEERY, Rty
sound/saund/adj. 840y, SFH _
stable/’ steibl/ad;j. $25:09, BEm
condition/kan’ difon/n. JE ¥ -
freedom/’ fri;dom/n. 1§k {1
invasion/in' veigon/n. A2, fMs
peacefully /' pi.sfuli/adv. 13

technical /' teknikal/adj. 35 AR
efficiency /i’ fifonsi/n. $f ¥
numerous/’ nju:marss/adi. XRH . IFiFE 2N
skilled/skild/adj. £ B8 , MERHY
craftsman/' kra sftsman/n. FEA
technician/tek’ nifan/n. A & .
place/pleis/vt. b F - Hofif ; 4,



largely/’ la :d3li/adv. K BEHY G AERRE |
“unskilled/’ an’ skild/adj. FE BNy

margin/' ma:dgin/n. & B Rk

consume/kon’ sju.m/vt. ¥ ; ¥

border/* bo.da/n H ¥ it

indirectly/indi’ rektli/adv. [l

foodstuff/’ fudstaf/n. #; RA

manufacturing /meenju’ fa:kt]'arir,]/ adj. T80y, &0y

provided/pra’ vaidid /conj. PA--- %&£, B0

calcalate /' kalkjuleit /vt, 35

divide /di’ vaid/vt. B ; R4

strictly /' striktli/adv. M54

total/’ toutl/n. R, BW .

cc;nsumption/kan' snmpj'an/;i.' b1 HE

uniess/an’ les, an’ les/conj. IR A, BRI

depend on (upom) BLRFfRit

to some (a great, a certain) extent

Eﬁﬁ' X, — 5 )&Ei‘.

water supply Kl

as s ag +» Fllove—Fhree

well off BH#H

suffer from W&

turn out &2, @l :

be ready to accept S F S

divides~+ by = jg@

4



Notes

. The standard of living of any country means.the average

.. person’s share of the goods and sevices which the country
produces.
—'1‘@&39&?%*?%%*.&313%%?“&9%%ﬂlﬁﬁf
BIS5 & B R, .
which the country produces EE]‘E}A—‘EJ gﬁﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬁfﬁijﬁﬁ]
goods fl services,

. Wealth depends to a great extent upon a country’ s natural
resources, such:as coal, gold, other minerals, water sup-
ply and so on.

] Eﬂ:‘ﬁkﬁﬁtﬂ&?—‘"‘ﬁiﬂ? H AT uiE R R
& HET PRKESS.

. Next to natural resources comes the ability to turn them
to use,

—AEREREE A RFES, KK, Eﬁﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂ 3
WHIRE S .
KR EA], £E R ability , i8i&30iH comes,

.Asa country becomes wealthier, its people have a large
margin for saving.

Y- MERERERER, Afﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬂq%ﬁﬁﬁ
R,

. A country’s standard of living depends not only upon the

wealth that is produced and consumed within its own bor-
5



!

ders, but also upon what is indirectly produced thrdugh
international trade. o

—A AR K A OB T A [ 7 A 7 R0 6 46 14

S AERRT B E TR B KRG,
TR —AR A4, 4 A country’ s standard of living=++

but also updn-, XA AW H BN B—4 A 4] that

| i produced - RSEHE A GBI BT E A0 1 wealth, 5

A M 4] what is - & depend vpon F)EB AT,

6. A country’ s wealth is, therefore, much influenced by its

manufacturing capacity , provided that other countries can
be found ready to accept its products.

: ﬂﬂ:,——’?*E&ﬂ’:‘li‘#ﬂ‘ﬁ#ﬁ:kﬁ&rﬁﬁtﬂiﬁﬁzf‘%ﬁ
| Eﬁ&"ﬁ] RERGEFRTFESTOERS.

« provided: (that) &&ﬂ‘]ﬁ—’f‘ﬁﬁﬂiﬁ Rﬁﬂ?iﬁiﬁ‘ﬁ

Hﬂ]iﬁaﬁ.

Understandlng the Text

Choose the best for each of the followmg:
1. A country's wealth depends upon
~ Auit’ s standard of living '

B. its money

- G. its abliity 1o provide goods and services
. D.its ability to provide transport and entertainment
2. Which of the following is nearest in meaning to capaclty _

as uesd in line 47 !
6



A, ability B. size

C. hard work | D. skillfulness
3. The main idea of the second paragraph is that -

A. 2 country’' s wealth depends bn many factors

B. the U.S. A. is one of the wealthiest countries in the

world '

© C. the Sahara Desert is a very poor region

D. natural resoruces are an important factor in a country

4, The word “margin” as used in Paragraph 4 means _

- A, the space at the side of a page
B. the edge
C. the amount earned but not needed for living
D. any money deposited in a savings account
5. The main idea of the fifth paragraph is that
A. Britain is dependent upon trade
B. a country’ s wealth lies in what it can manufacture
C. Britain manufactures more than it needs for home con-
" sumption ) _
D. the wealth of a country can be increased by manufac-
tui-ing goods to trade with other countries '
6. According to the author, a country's éapacity to produce
wealth depends upon all the following factors EXCEPT __

A. goods and services



B. natural resources
C. the use of natural resources
D. the technical efficiency of its people

Exercises

. Fill in the blanks with the words and eipressions given

below. Change the form if necessary (T3 8 s 4215
. SEMUEBR). ~

extent; sound, well off, efficiency, place, unless,

provided, enable, total, numerous, consume, indirectly

1. The doctor said I had a constitution (fRKK).

2.0On his bu'thday, he received gift.

3. Iwiltgo you caugowlth me,

4. Everyone was amazed at the of his knowl-
edge. -t

5. The new machine has ratsed many times,

6. He used to be very poor, but now he is quite

7.1 have told you many times not to come © Ttele-
phone, _ '

8.1"m sorry. I can’t remember where I - it

9. This train will me to get there in time,

10. It is really a difficult task that time.

11, The. ' output of the grain produced by the

farm rose by 42 per cent last year.
12.1don’t know exactly. I heard the news
8



I. Study the following phrasal verbs and complete each of
the following sentences (‘-%E Tﬂmﬁﬁﬂ}ﬁ 55 ﬂﬁm’
Mg —4aT1.0:

A:get across YFEEE, 1k DFdlE
get along #4b ;B

get down to Fiﬁuﬁﬁﬁ,%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ
get in BEA R IR CRERD)

get off T($);§ﬂ§' JHE

‘get on FR{GHR; £ (F)

get out & F R

get over TElR: F 55

get through i@ R, FHAH)

1. No one was able ' the theory to the class.

2. He : the written papers but failed-in-the oral

examination. ' '

3. The farmers were busy the crops.

4. He doesn'’t well with anybedy else in the of-

fice. _ : '
5. After the:-beginning experiments, we’ll have
more complicated problems.

6. He used:to be afiaid of heights but he has

that now. :

- 7. The jailor must take care that no prisoner -

8. He his bicycle and went into the house in a
hurry, - o
9, The tlcket-mspector asked 'me whether I'd - ' at



