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Section One

Art

Art is the ob jeet of feelinj, and the sub jeet of nature.



Painting of Peace
Read the passage and think:
Why did the king choose the second painting which didn’t look peaceful

at all?

Once a king offered a prize to the artist who would paint the best painting of peace.
There were only two paintings he really liked. Ove pinting was of o colo il whiel wa
pevhect o Tor seaectul towerine momniains oIl ol 10 Overhead was a blue sky with
white clouds. All who saw this painting thought it was a perfect painting of peace. The other
painting had mountains as well. Vhove was o aneee <o Do wlhiel v

chitne plaveds Do the <ide ol e monntan tonbled owarertall This did not look peaceful
al all. But looking closely, the king saw behind the waterfall a bush growing in a crack in the
rock. In the bush a mother bird had her nest built. There, in the middle of the angry water,
sat the mother bird on her nest—in perfect peace.

The king chose the second painting. “Because,” he explained, “peace does not mean to
be in a place where there is no noise, trouble, or hard work. 1"c.c0

Al ot all those thines and <ol becalis i vonr heart. That's the real meaning of peace.”

(201 words)

Notes
twering ftavarin/ adj. very tall B K8 B8
tinbic /tambl/ v, fall suddenly; roll over or down quickly or violently i F ; §i%

iwh /kraek/ n. a line of division caused by splitting $¢4%
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Critical Reading & X & ¥

According to the story of the passage, the second painting chosen by the king
doesn’t look peaceful at all, with rain falling from the angry sky, lightning playing in
the sky, and a waterfall tumbling down the side of the mountain. However, in the
middle of the angry water sits a mother bird on her nest made in a crack in the rock—
in perfect peace. The peace reflected in the second painting is just what the king
thought the real peace was—peace doesn’t mean to be in a place where there is no
noise, trouble, or hard work, but means to be in the middle of all those things and

still be calm in your heart.

@ Good painting is like good cooking; it can be tasted, but not explained.

—Maurice de Vlaminck
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Passage 2

[.ife and Music

Read the passage and think:

How does the writer explain the importance of music in life?

To me, life without music would not be exciting. I realize this is not true for everybody.
Many people get along quite well without going to the concert, and listening to the record.
But music plays an important part in evervone's life, whether he realizes it

Try to imagine, for example, what films or TV plays
would be like without music. The feelings, the moving plot,
and the climax wouldn’t be exciting.

As a matter of fact, music exists in our everyday life—
in the rhythm of the sea, the singing of a bird and so on. So

music surely has meaning for everyone, in some way or oth-

er. And, of course, it has special meaning for those who

have spent all their lives working on playing or writing music.

l| 1= Wi || SHITI || lell.'.'h =1 o -:';|i|:| elters o o '-.\u-rfli of heauty CRpresses ||i'>|»~l'i!

. 4 . from his heart, tastes the Jov ob creating, widens s -~'\-"|i'-.|li||'—~_ devedops b= mind, andd
il ]

W= g 1o s haddy,

(169 words)

Notes

limas /'klarmaeks/ n. the most exciting or important part in a story or experience, which
usu. comes near the end &3 (10 45)
vt /ridom/ n. (a) regular repeated pattern of sounds or movements e E BB
vipatl /'stmpaby/ n. understanding of the sufferings of other people, often expressed in a
willingness to give help [FJ1¥ ; [ .C»

urace fgrers/ n. fine and attractive quality in movement or form 12 LA
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Critical Reading # X & X

The passage is an argumentative essay with its organization “Argument (Paragraph
1)—Supporting details (Paragraphs 2-4)”. The argument of the passage is that music
plays an important part in everyone’s life, as stated in Paragraph 1. To convince readers
that “music plays an important part in everyone’s life”, the writer gives supporting details
by means of presenting an example, facts and a quote. Note the phrases “for example”,
“as a matter of fact” and “it is well said”, all of which indicate the different ways to

back up the argument the writer is trying to make.

@ The best, most beautiful, and most perfect way that we have of expressing a sweet concord
of mind to each other is by music. —Jonathan Edward
TARRANMEREEZDMIEN.C RO EE REMREEN N E,
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Passage 3

Read the passage and think:
How do you understand the sentence “Though learning this style of dance
is very difficult, the results on stage are magical” in the last paragraph?

Since its first appearance in the 15th century in the courts of European , ballet

has become one of the most loved forms of dance. One of the most beloved ballets is -, .

The word “ballet™ itself is French, and comes from the Italian word ballo, meaning “a
dance”. Ballet dancing, as we know it today, is a result of from many countries.
laly, France, Russia, England, and America have all I this
style of dance.

chiical, ballet is always performed to music and often tells a story. |

(138 words)

Notes

- /'beler/ n. a theatrical performance in which a story is told using artistic dancing and
music, but without speech or singing 575 £
/ratalti/ n. people of the royal family 5% ( T %) R R
CLAR SRR (O RGW) 1 i BUE T 18764F . BOF I TR % Wl £ a0 8% | th 51
AUIR MG ORI SRR R B AR
/'influans/ n. an effect on sb or sth § 0
I'gre1sful/ adj. characterized by beauty of movement, style, form, ete. t£35 8 ; SCHERY
'eligant/ adj. having the qualities of grace and beauty 5 ; £ 3 19
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Critical Reading & X & ¥

As stated in the last paragraph, ballet is highly technical and is always performed
to music and often tells a story. Thus, it needs dancers’ great efforts and much time to
master dancing skills. However, once you gain the skills, the graceful moves show the
body in the most elegant and beautiful manner possible when you perform on the stage.
That’s the reason why the writer says in the last paragraph—"Though learning this style
of dance is very difficult, the results on stage are magical”.

The passage introduces the popularity of ballet in Paragraph 1. Paragraph 2 is
mainly about the origin of today’s ballet, and Paragraph 3 is about the characteristics

of ballet.

@ Art is long, and time is fleeting. —Longfellow

SR AR (1 B (] WU R B R Y —— %Y
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Passage 4

Read the passage and think:
What are the effects of movies on us?

Movies have become more and more popular in our daily life. Many people like to choose

1o go to a theater or watch movies on TV in their spare time. Have you ever wondered how

movies affect you? Research studies show that an elfeet on von for good
quite differen

First of all, movies give you information and ./l it (0 voir <t of kiowledee, The films

you see allcot vonr ideas ol et el Wi more than you may realize. When you see pic-

tures presenting certain kinds of people or certain
ideas - Ll ar a nlaverable Heht,
you usually develop a similar feeling toward them.
nowddition, movies may also have an effect on your
ciotion=. When you go to the movies, your emotions
are =tinulated, Thi part of the movie magie. Fur-

thermore, fi'm fashions in conduct, speech, and ap-

pearance do affect you. So let the things you learn |

(172 words)

Notes

- o
/fervarabl/ adj. encouraging or approving or pleasing 4 A% & Y ; /R BT HY
LAk
wion /'maufan/ n. any of the strong feelings of the human spirit 38& ZU i) B4 ; 1548 ; 01

(e /'stimjulent/ v. to encourage by exciting the mind or interest % ; 3 i
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Critical Reading & X £ ¥

The effects of movies on us are stated in three aspects in Paragraph 2 as follows:
(1) movies give you information and add it to your store of knowledge, (2) movies may also
affect your emotions, and (3) film fashions in conduct, speech, and appearance affect
you.

The passage consists of an introductory paragraph (Paragraph 1) and a supporting
paragraph (Paragraph 2). The introductory paragraph starts with several sentences to
attract readers’ attention and then presents the thesis of the passage in the last
sentence—research studies show that movies do affect you, for good or ill, in quite
different ways. The supporting paragraph gives three points of the effects of movies.
Note the phrases with which each supporting point starts, “First of all”, “In addition”,

“Furthermore”.

® Does art reflect life? In movies, ves. Because more than any other art form, films have
been a mirror held up to society’s porous face. —Marjorie Rosen
SARRBAEG, MBEEE, KEXMEMZAER BB EQREAHEZE
FETHSRATA —m . L 3
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Passage 5

Read the passage and think:

How do artists say something to the public?

Every artist knows in his heart that he is saying something to the public.

He
hopes the public will listen and understand—he wants to teach them, and he wants them to
learn from him.

What arlists like painters want to say is easy to
make out but difficult to explain, because painters

, not words. They

seem to feel that a certain choice of shapes and colors, out

of the millions possible, is quite interesting for them and

worth showing to us.

Their choices show that these parts of the world are worth looking
at, because they conlain beautiful sights. Modern artists might say that they only choose
subjects that provide an interesting , and that there is nothing more in it. Yet even
they do not choose totally - the character of their subjects.

(188 words)

Notes

7

w0 I'vizual/ adj. of or gained by seeing A% 1)
/'patan/ n. a regularly repeated arrangement of lines, shapes, or colours on a surface

that has a decorative or pleasing effect [§l%
H.... Tk A
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Critical Reading # X & ¥

Artists say something to the public by translating their experiences into shapes and
colors rather than words, as is expressed in Paragraph 2. According to Paragraph 3, most
artists choose certain shapes and colors, which they think quite interesting to them and
worth showing to the public, from the world of nature and from human bodies in
movement and at rest. When choosing shapes and colors, they usually refer to the
character of the subjects, which contain beautiful sights.
Paragraph 1 serves as an introduction to the topic of the passage. The main idea is D11 -
that every artist knows in his heart that he is saying something to the public and wants
to teach them. Paragraph 2 is mainly about the fact that artists translate their experiences
into shapes and colors, not words. And Paragraph 3 tells us how artists choose shapes

and colors. It's important to note that the first sentence in each paragraph serves as the

topic sentence of each paragraph.

@ There are painters who transform the sun to a yellow spot, but there are others who with
the help of their art and their intelligence, transform a yellow spot into the sun.

—Picasso

A7 B ) A HE K BRI A - BBE  (ELAT BE 0w S B T AT 699 5 1 R A B i K P

— e :



