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Unit 1 A Survey of Tourism in China

Lead-in Questions

1. What is tourism?
2. 'When and how did tourism industry begin in modern times?
3.  When and how did China’s tourism start?

According to the World Tourist Organization (WTQ), tourists are those who travel and stay
in places outside their usual environment for no more than one consecutive year for leisure,
business and other purposes unrelated to the exercise of an activity remunerated from or within
the place visited. Mathieson and Wall (1982) initiated a good working definition of tourism as
“the temporary movement of people to destinations outside their normal places of work and
residence, the activities undertaken during their stay in those destinations, and the facilities
created to cater to their needs.”

As a matter of fact, tourist activities can be dated back to the end of the primitive society,
when people began to go outing for the exchanges of products or goods, besides those who
migrated for livings. With the appearance of private property, people traveled for business. In the
feudal society, tourist activities developed rapidly and expanded in a large scale, such as “the
Grand Tour” (It was the traditional travel in Europe mainly by upper-class young people from the
1660s to 1840s), emperors’ or nobles’ tours, tours of men of letters, and pilgrimages. Strictly
speaking, these activities, however, were not travels because business was the main purpose
instead of leisure. In the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution accelerated the development of
society, economy, and science and technology; especially locomotives were invented, which
made it possible to travel in a large number or scale. In 1845, Thomas Cook initiated to establish
the first travel agency in the world, which officially marked the beginning of tourism industry in
modern times. Since then, mass travel took on a new phase because of free time, paid vacation,
personal disposable income and the development of tourism resources.

Early in 1990s, such foreign companies opened the market in China as British Travelex,
American Express, and Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO). In order to start travel
services, Shanghai Commercial and Savings Bank set up a tourism department in 1923. This
department registered and changed its name into China Travel Agency in 1927 in the charge of
the Bank, which marked the emergence of tourism in China in modern times, but tourism then
saw a hard time because of wars and poverty. Between 1949 and 1974, tourism in China was
almost closed to all but some foreign visitors. In the late 1970s, tourism became a means of
earning foreign exchange and China started to develop quickly in tourism industry. By the mid-
1980s, more than 250 cities and counties had been opened to foreign visitors. In recent years,
travel in China has become much easier with the lifting of travel controls, massive investment in
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transportation facilities, and the rapid rise in incomes. Since the mid-1990s, China has become a
major tourist destination for Russians, Mongolians, Koreans, Malaysians, Singaporeans, etc.
According to the WTQ, China received 49.6 million international visitors, making it the fourth
most visited country in the world in 2006. As the Report on china Tourism Industry (2008) said,
in the next 10 years, China tourism will maintain an annual growth rate of 10.4%, and China will
become the first inbound country and the fourth outbound country. By 2010, the proportion of
total revenues of China tourism accounting for GDP will increase from 5.44% in 2002 to 8%. So
tourism, as one of the six new consumption highlight industries, will provide big investment
opportunities in the next years.

In 1982, China National Tourism Administration (CNTA) began to exercise solely its
administrative function of developing, promoting and regulating China tourism industry. CNTA is
subordinate to the State Council with its headquarters in Beijing. In 1985, after studies and
comparisons, CNTA selected famous Galloping Bronze Horse Treading on a Flying Swallow of
the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220) as the hallmark of China’s tourism industry, which was
unearthed from Leitai (% 5) of Wuwei City (B 1), Gansu Province. The hallmark symbolizes

the flourishing of China’s tourism with each passing day.

Galloping Brone Horse Treading on a Flying Swallow The hallmark

{Source: http://www.nipic.com/show/1/24/8836ed1db7 1fd9cd.html,
http://www. nipic.com/show/3/81/2cc447a4ba19c096.html)

Post-class Tasks
1. Fill in the blanks with what you have learnt,
1) WTO stands for

2) was the traditional travel in Europe mainly by upper-class young people from
the 1660s to 1840s.
3) In ; initiated to establish the first travel agency in the world, which

officially marked the beginning of tourism industry in modern times.

4) set up tourism department in 1923 and changed its name into China Travel
Agency in 1927, which marked the emergence of tourism in China in modern times.

5) CNTA stands for , which is subordinate to with its headquarters in
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II. Translate the following phrases into Chinese.

1) British Travelex

2) American Express

3) Japan National Tourism Organization
ML Answer the following questions briefly.

1) When and how did China begin to develop quickly in tourism industry?
2) Is China a major tourist destination? For whom?
3) What is the hallmark of China’s tourism industry?




Unit 2 A Survey of Chinese History

Lead-in Questions

1. Do you know the Chinese mythological figures? Who are they?

2. Do you know the hominid in China? Who are they? When and how did they begin to
live in China?

3.  When and how did Chinese history see cycles of division and unification?

China has a long and rich history. Along with the ancient Egypt, Babylonia and India, China
was one of the four greatest ancient countries with advanced civilizations in the world.

1. Ancient Myth

According to Chinese myth, the universe was in chaos at the very beginning. It was Pangu
(#1117) who stood on the earth and supported the heaven with his hands, thus he created the world.

Nvwa (Z ) was said to be the ancestor of mankind, who refined the five-colored stones to
mend the sky. It was also said that Nvwa reproduced male and female persons with yellow clay
and made them get married, thus she was also worshipped as “Goddess of Marriage.” Emperor
Fuxi ({R ), Nvwa’s brother and husband, drew the Eight Diagrams used in divination. Suiren (%
) was the first one who made fire.

Pangu Nvwa and Fuxi Suiren

(Source: http:/baike.baidu.com/view/13547.htm, http://bbs.xiyuren.com/thread-1507-1-1.html,
http://baike.baidu.com/view/4616.htm)

Shennong(##4%), also called Yandi or the Furious Emperor (# 7), taught people to cultivate
and tasted a large number of herbs to identify their medical functions. He dedicated great efforts
to the progress of Chinese civilization, especially Chinese medicine. Legend has it that about
5,000 years ago, the Yellow Emperor (3 #), or Huangdi, controlled part of the Yellow River
Valley, who invented cart, boat, clothes, script and medicine. He also ordered his wife Luozu (4
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1) to raise silk worms and Cangjie (5#}) to invent characters. Today, the Chinese people at

home and abroad are still regarded as “the Yan-Huang’s descendants.”

e

Shennong(The Furious Emperor) The Yellow Emperor
(Source: http://baike.baidu.com/view/13767.htm, http://baike.baidu.com/view/1989.htm)

There are mythological “Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors” in ancient China. According
to The Records of the Grand Historian ( { £1ic) ) by Sima Qian (7] 5iE, about 145B C-90 BC),
a great historian in the Western Han Dynasty (206 BC-25 AD), “Three Sovereigns” were the
Heavenly Sovereign(x &), the Earthly Sovereign(ii ) and the Human Sovereign(\ 28 & £),
while “Five Emperors” were the Yellow Emperor(#7), Zhuanxu (#i57), Emperor Ku (7% %),
Emperor Yao (5877) and Emperor Shun (F%77).

2. The Primitive Society

Archeological surveys show that Yuanmou Man (JGi% A) unearthed in Yuanmou County of
Yunnan Province lived about 1.7 million years ago. They were the first discovered hominid(J&
AZ%). And in 1964, the fossil of a man’s skull was excavated in Lantian County, Shaanxi
Province. The Lantian Ape Man (¥ H %% \) was proved to live about 1.1-1.15 million years ago.
Later, the fossil of a Peking Ape Man was unearthed in Zhoukoudian Site of Beijing(1t 54 A 5
#4h), who lived about 500,000-600,000 years ago. They were characterized by the basic features
of Homo erectus (7. A). These are the most important proofs of the primitive society in China.

Yuanmou Man Lantian Ape Man Peking Ape Man

(Source: http://travelguide.tripc.com/travel_image/5299/11997/1, http://baike.baidu.com/view/2180.htm,
http://baike.baidu.com/view/18193.htm)

About 100,000-10,000 years ago, there lived Homo sapiens (£ A\) typically represented by
Dali Man (K%5 \) of Shaanxi Province, Dingcun Man (T #f \) of Shanxi Province, Maba Man
(541 A\) of Guangdong Province, the Upper Cave Man (LTI A) of Beijing, Liujiang Man (f5p
YT\ of Guangxi Province, Ziyang Man (%tPH A} of Sichuan Province.



