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LeE Tar Neoc, a 33-year-old computer technician
who lives in Fremont, Calif.,, follows a set schedule!
when she comes home from work. After preparing dinrer, .
she spends two hours helping her ten—year—old son, Alan,
with his homework. Alan is not allowed to watch television
on weeknights 2, and if he plays with his G.1. Joe3 toys when
he is supposed to be doing his schoolwork, his mother
puts them away. “Helping my son to do well in school is
a sacred4 duty; you want your family to do well,” said
Ngoc, who fled Vietnam in 1972. I don’t believe in letting
kids do whatever they want.”5

Not surprisingly, Alan is near the top of his ﬁfth—gradc
class, another in the rapidly growing number of academi-
cally successful Asian-American students.® Last spring,
Asian—-Americans were awarded ? the top five prizes in the’
Westinghouse Science Talent Search8, the most prominent
science scholarship award for U. S. highschool students.
Asian—-Americans typically score around 520 out of a
possible 800 on the math section of the Scholastic Aptitude -
Test, 30 points higher than whites,? ‘



Lt o —

Although Asian—-Americans make up only 2.1 percent
of the population, you wouldn’t know that from looking at
the nation’s best colleges. At Harvard they constituted 11
percent of the freshman class in the last school year; at
M.I.T.120 it was 18 percent. One-quarter of undergrad-
vates at the University of California at Berkeleyll are
Asian—Americans.

This extraordinary record has prompted a new series
of studies to find out what lies behind their success. A few
scholars believe Asians are genetically superior, with high-
er 1.Q.12 levels. Harvard pediatrician13 T. Berry Brazel-
tory suggests that Chinese and Japanese babies are very
alert, quict and sensitive at birth, conditions that set them
up for faster learning. Most specialists believe the secret is
cultural, rooted in traditional values of family and edu-
cation. Others cautionl4 that these academically success-
ful children are offspring of a unique immigrant group,
the intellectual and professional elite15 of their home coun-
tries.

Whether they favor nature or nurturel8, the new
studies offer challenging insights into the state of the
American family and school. Sanford M. Dornbusch, a
professor of human biology, sociology and education at
Stanford University, is conducting a study of six -San
Francisco—area high schools. He has found that Asian—
Americans consistently get better grades than do other
students, regardless of their parents’ level of education or
cconomic status. Indeed, the more English that was spoken
in the students’ homes—indicating a greater degree of
assimilation into American life—the poorer they tended

:'BA




. T L

to do in school. “To put it bluntly,” says Dornbusch,
“America may be a melting pot with low standards for its
adolescents.” 17 '

The most provocativel® findings come in a six—year
study headed by University of Michigan psychologist
Harold W. Stevenson, who compared students in kin-
dcrcra.rtcn, first grade and fifth grade in the United States,
Japan and Taiwan. Taking 240 children at each grade
level from each country, Stevenson found significant
disparities1® in performance. “At all levels, the Japanese
kids were on top in math,” he said. “The kids in Taiwan
started out below the American kindergarten kids in
math, but they were better by the first grade.”

In explaining these differences, Stevenson discounted 20
the genetic factor. “We didn’t find any difference in 1.Q.,”
he said. “But if the differences are already appearing at
age five in kindergarten, there must be something in the
home.”

It is here that almost all the studies converge 21, They
find that Asian or Asian-American parents are able to in-
still22 in their children a much greater motivation to
work hard. In his San Francisco study, Dornbusch found
that Asian-Americans spent an average of 12 hours a
week doing homéwork, compared with 8.3 hours for whlte
Americans and 7.9 hours for black Americans.

These findings are repeated in virtually all studies.
For example, Stevenson’s research show:d that American
first-graders spent an average of 14 minutes anight on
homework and disliked it; the Japanese spent 37 mmutes, A
the Taiwanese 77 minutes, and both liked it.
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There are also more subtle23 differences. Stevenson
observed that American students averaged a third less
classroom time in academic activities than did their Asian
counterparts, and American teachers used more time giving
directions and less time imparting information.

“It’s an old-fashioned story—if you work hard, you do
well,” said Thomas Sowell, an economist at the Hoover
Institution at Stanford who grew up in Harlem and has
written extensively about race and education. “Asian
parents are teaching a lesson that otherwise isn’t being
taught in America anymore. Asian kids study harder than
do white and black kids and are therefore getting better
grades.” His conclusion: “Work works.”

The question is, then, why do Asian-Americans work
so hard? Stevenson feels they work harder largely because
they share a greater belief in the efficacy?4 of hard work
and the malleability 2% of human nature. “When we asked
mothers from three countries what determined success in
school,” he said, “Japanese mothers gave the strongest
rating to the idea that anyone can do well if he studies hard.”
Chinese mothers were in close agreement. By contrast,
American mothers. were most likely to attribute success to
natural talent.

A ciassic example is Katherine Chen, who graduated
from Lowell High School, a prominent public school in
San Francisco with admission based on competitive tests,
and a student body 28 that is now 65—-percent Asian—Ameri-
can. Chen, who earolled in Stanford in the fall, was a
straight-A student a: Lowell. “In the Chinese family,”she
said; “education is very important because parents see it
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as the way to achieve. With that environment, it’s natural
to study. My friends are that way too. It’s not a chore.
They know the benefits.”

In high school she did three hours of homework every
night. Chen did watch some television after dinner, she
said, “because my mom makes it a point that I relax. I
also go to parties on weekends.” But, like many other’
Asian-American students, she does not date. The preoccupa-
tion of American teenagers with the opposite sex is seen as
dangerous and distracting by many Asian parents accus-
tomed to a traditional society where chlldrcn grow up more
slowly.27

The importance of family and education are themes?28
that recur?? with Asian-Americans. Jason Tang, for in-
stance, arrived in the United States in 1980, after two
years in a refugee camp39 in Malaysia for Vietnamese
boat people. All he could say in English was, “How are
you? I'm twelve.” Tang had not been in a regular school
since 1975,when he was a second-grader. His father,a shop-
keeper, bought passage on a fishing boat for Tang and
his three sisters. The father and mother stayed behind.

With great effort and devotion to his father’s wishes,
Tang has succeeded. In June, he graduated from Brighton
High School in Boston with nearly a straight-A31 average
and earned a four—year scholarship to Boston University,
where he is majoring in electrical engineering. He lives
with two of his sisters, both of whom are attending college.
They are virtually self-supporting, sharing a small two—
bedroom apartment and managing to pay rent out of their
earnings from part-time jobs.
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What has helped Tang’s motivation, he said, is an
obligation to his faraway parents. “I promised my father
to do well and to uphold our family honor. My father
spent so much to send me here, and I am determined to
repay him.”

One unanswered question is whether Asian—Ameri-
cans will continue their record of achievement as they
are assimilated3? into American society. Barbara Schnei-
der, a professor at Northwestern University, thinks they
may not. In a study of Asian~Americans in two Chicago~
area clementary schools, she found “the highest level of
academic performance came in the first and second gen-
eratiors. By the third generation they were more socialized
in American ways and less interested in school.”

But the experience of Rob Ohno, a third-generation
Japanese-American who graduated from Harvard last
June, suggests that some Asian-Americans may find new,
more American ways to draw on33 their resources. Ohno,
a center on Harvard’s hockey team, doesn’t see himself
as Asian.

But he proudly carries some of his traditional values,
His family still comes first in his life. And his father stress-
ed the importance of hard work and education. “It’s
something innate34 in me,” he said.

Nevertheless, Ohno has taken a year off to play pro-
fessional hockey35 in Europe. And next year? Next year
Rob Ohno hopes to go to business school.  :

(From Reader’s Digest, Febfrua,ry, 1987)

1. follows a set scizedulc: HBIEEEN B BEH set: B2, — IR
10



AR

A, 2. on weeknights: FfH# F; XM E (BEHARE H
B E&#M), 3. G. L Joe: #£HE, G. I=government issue, [
EZAW L EE L M G L Jane, 4, sacred: WEH. 5.1
don’t ... they want: JRiLEEF LR ERKE &, 6. Not sur-
prisingly,... students: ERGE, LREARSEAFRHE LHREET,
MR R KRR 2l R LR T ESEGFPN— H,
7. awarded: ¥4z, 8. Westinghouse Science Talent Search: T
BRERAR, EXEEEEERAATMYE, XEHERE M E
e, ERANIEERANBYELOENEE, SERE—K, BF
EPAE MR 2B LT RF04, DEBEETATREER, &
Ml E & EMBI4TET, 9. Asian-Americans ... than
whites: MR V: R ILEPEDENRHRERLS, RERHFPFFER N
BB W 480043 YR BB R 45204%, X—HMEABEHKAANPELER
30443, 10. M. L. T.:=Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
BRAS M T8, 11. University of California at Berkeley: fi#jx
C = DA i 12. I. Q.:=intelligence quotient, . 13.
- pediatrician: JLBLE 5, 14. caution: £i%. 15. elite: M2
REMNA W, 164 nurture: (JARE ). 17, Ame~
rica may be ... for its adoléscents.: 3% T fBR 4% F 4 FEHRERER
B, 18, provocative: B|AEF LA, 19. disparities:
—3 Bk, 20. discount: A£{F; RE, 21, converge:£
B, 22. instill: 3% SiENW. 23, subtle: ##R; #/VE,

24, efficacy: ik, % fE. 25, phlleability: ER ., 26. a
student body: Ski:4, 27. The preoccupation...grow up more
dowly: WML 0T REREERST RTHELLNENR B
BRE AR, FRORSBEIY., EXRE—-FHEgEtaE, EH
MNER G LRIBRE, 28. themes: =8, 29. recur: AR
f@, - 30. refugee camp: IHEE. 31. straight-A: [RSBRRKF
i 82. assimilated: [A]4k, 33. draw on: Bi; MH.
84. innate: KA/ BEHM. 35. hockey: MR, '

11



Spoiled Brats'
Lloyd Garrison
NFE  &E

MAT A THAGERARS, KRB EATARNS Y
“HTER, SR EREFT YN F R TaR, 0L
XEBERNAH—ADIE, B, aIFHGRRREY, #
PRETHBAKEAAFLAR, THTRHMARE kv
Fa B8 o

AL EZFRABMNBRT —LFH, FHHT—
SHFZFGRAER G, DULEGFT AL ERANEE,

When little Minmin, a third-grader,?2 complained
to his parents in Peking about having to wear the same
clothes twice, they decided the time had come for him to
learn something about responsibility. One morning they
asked him to empty the family chamber’ pot3. Minmin
dutifully poured cut one~third of the contents and return-
ed the pot.“I've done my part,” he said. “You’re respon-
sible for the rest.”

The anecdote* appeared in a series of articles in China
Youth News on the state of the country’s children. Minmin,
it seems, is far from alone in being thoroughly spoiled.®
The publication also told of an eleven—year—old ina Peking
primary school who is so pampered® that he only recently
learned to dress himself.
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While Chinese parents have traditionally coddled’
their offspring, the problem has grown mere acute as a
result of the government’s family—planning® policy, which
limits couples to one child. The aim of the regulations®
is to hold the population at 1.2 billion people by the year
2000. The policy has led to fears' ® that single—child parents
are raising a generation of spoiled brats.

The problem is serious enough for Vice Premier Li
Peng, who is widely touted asll China’s next Premier, to
have called for stronger emphasis on teaching ideological
and moral values!2 in primary schools. Li told a meeting
of youth workers in Peking: ““Since the danger is high of
an only child growing up spoiled,3 and since this may
have a deleterious effect on society,14 moral education for
children has become an urgent task.”

The All-China Women’s Federation has announced
that 20,000 special courses are available15 for overly gener-
erous parents worried about how to raise their one and
only 18, Schools are having problems dealing with pampered
pupils. China Youth News reports that a third-grade teacher
in Peking told her students that the school could not afford
to buy them ice cream—to which the children replied
that they had the money to buy their own. One youngster,
the teacher said, carried more pocket money than the aver-
age youtg office worker earns in a month.

China’s long preference for male children has created
a great discrepancy between the number of boys and the
number of girlsl?. According to Demography Fournal,'®
48 million males have no hope cof finding wives. Officials
insist this is due to a genetic tendency!? among Chinese
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to produce more males than females, but there are per-
sistent reports from the countryside of many girls dying at
birth.

Lately, Peking has granted some local exceptions to
the one—child rule29, apparently encouraged by a Febru-
ary report of the State Family Planning Commission
that population growth over the past five years was 14
million less than expected. Minprity nationalities2l are
now permitted three children per family, ‘and couples in
sparsely populated regions22, two children. Many local
governments, as in Guangxi, have passed laws #at, for
example, allow parents who were only children to pro-
duce two of their own, Such relaxations could be short—
lived, however. 23 Last month one of China’s leading econo-
mists, Ma Bin, told a national science symposium2#4 that
the population may pass the 1.3 billion mark by 2000,

14
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well beyond the intended target.28
(From Time)
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