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Preface

Finding the Sentimental Poetry

Highgate, a North London suburb on the north—eastern corner of Hampstead Heath. The afternoon is slowly coming to an
end. We walk. At this time, in this place, the streets are nearly empty and the feeling of loneliness becomes overwhelming.
So few people -

Through the gathering leaves of an early autumn we walk, dragging our suitcases along Archway road towards Winchester
Pub.

Ms. Collins is the pub owner and she is the woman who would host us during our stay. Armed with her instructions sent
previously by email, we finally arrived and knocked on the pub's door.

This is where our visit to London starts every time, carrying with us the most important, our cameras.

We tramp around the city, our cameras always ready to seize furtive scenes that appear and then fade away in an instant.
Time and time again cross the London bridge, and wander down the narrow streets on the south bank.

Bustling Borough Market, a row of booths selling fruit, vegetables and seafood, customers waiting in queue in front of the
meat shop, the air permeated with the fragrant scent of coffee or cheese, all these elements of a Londoner's daily life that
reminds us of the Riverside Scenes During the Qing Ming Festival Scroll.

These scenes are not only captured by our cameras, they are also deeply rooted in our minds.

The London streets, the hasty pace of life, the roaring underground, crowds gathering on the public squares, whispers in the
pub on the corner of the street, all contribute to create this delicate combination of past and present, elegance and fashion.

We are obsessed with the Street Photography. The big names of the last century, such as Henri Cartier—Bresson, Robert
Frank and Brassai, left behind legacies of poignant "street photography" touching cities like Paris, London and New York,
and such deeply moving works have never stopped inspiring us.

Opening Robert Frank's The Story Lines, we found one part of the book entirely dedicated to London and realized that R.
Frank has captured in his London sceneries a reality that truly exist in daily life, but an ignored reality. Mr. Gu Zheng, a
commentator, said concerning R. Frank, that street photography is a test to intelligence. In the inconspicuous part of a
street, R. Frank identified a symbolic object representing one aspect of the metropolis; he could explore everything along the
street in search for its sentimental origin and discover poetry in any ordinary scene.

"Street Photography" records something closer to the true essence of life, hidden under a vain and frivolous cover. Thus
academicians in Europe and North America believe that "street photography" provides a large amount of objective and
explicit images of social life, most precious when it comes to social studies.

Jean Mohr, a Swiss photographer, once said that viewers always reflect part of themselves into any photos they're watching.
In our point of view, the same theory can be applied to a great extent to photographers. Their attraction to specific scenes
and the reality they find demonstrates their own way of thinking towards life. Photography, after all, can be an opinionated
work; therefore as far as we know, every photo we have taken merely reflects our own position towards reality.

According to French renowned photographer Raymond Depardon, traveling itself is an unreachable hometown, the goal is to
find oneself. For us, London is our unreachable hometown. We are still on a long voyage heading to London.

1"
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We stayed at Winchester Pub, had a typical British breakfast and Ms. Collins told us about her hometown in Ireland. The
sound of jazz filled the air with its melody on the weekend. In Richmond, we had Fish & Chips with the elderly local residents,
then walked through the once—glorified Palace of Henry VI, and strolled along an empty path next to the river Thames.

In Tew Village, deep in the heart of Cotswolds Oxfordshire, we walked under the rain, past an old post office and a tiny pub,
enjoying the simplicity of the charming village scenery whilst talking with a few locals and experiencing their customs, as well
as the dignity behind the loneliness.

In Borough Market we were pushed and squeezed into London's crowd, fully emerged into their daily life.

In Camden flea markets, we brushed past Punks, were surrounded by the trendiest fashions and overwhelmed by Britpop
culture.

But at the end of the street, at the back and in the corner, again and again we tried to learn to see reality through the eyes of
R. Frank. Constantly taking photos and incessantly searching for R. Frank's style that one day we hope to copy. Tremendous
social changes occur in our lives that we must adjust to. Although most of the changes lead to splendid episodes in our life,
it is often hard to find inner tranquility. Now, together with our cameras, we have found a balance, lonely maybe, but
comfortable.

As Mr. Gu Zheng put it, what R. Frank offers is the wander to discover Truth that appears in Reality by sheer chance; a Truth
always and only related to one's personal experience.

We meet here with Frank.
We know, this is our own London story.

12
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