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Opening Ceremony
International Symposium for Sugar Beet
Beijing September 1994

Dear Professor Cai Bao, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It’s a great honor for me to be the representative of International Institute of Sugar Beet
Research at your International Sugar Beet Symposium/Initially. I didn’t anticipate to attend
your meeting. At the same time, we have in Europe two very important meetings of
I.1.R.B. ; the Mediterranean Commission in Greece and the Pests and Diseases Group in
Broom’s Barn in England. Dur Chairman Mr José Antonio Esteban Baselga and our managing
secretary general Mr Laurect Weickmans ask me to come to cancel my journeys in Greece and
in England. Indeed I.1.R. B. gives a great importance to the collaboration between Esatern
countries and Europe on the sugar beet problems. In the Eastern countries we give a special
attention to China. We know China has a lot of problems in Sugar Beet cultivation and we
think that it would be profitable for every country to try to solve them together with our Chi-

nese friends.

The consumption of sugar in the world increases every year of about 2%. The main rea-
son is the increase of the population (1.7%) beet also the increase of consumption per capi-
ta. We have to increase the production. We will see that some countries succeed in it but in
many of them the production stagnates mainly where the yields are low. It is the same situa-
tion with sugar cane. On the other hand, the protection of the natural surroundings is more
and more important. This protection induces many problems in the plant protection and we

need more and more genetic solutions for pests and diseases.

Sometimes we have only genetic solution. It’s the case with Rhizomania. The disease is
now widespread over the world and its solution is, in my opinion, the first challenge for the
breeders and the agronomists in the sugar beet cultivation. Let us hope that the Rhizomania
crisis will give in the future so many progresses than the Curly top crisis in the United States

forty years ago.
Thank you Mister Chairman, thank you ladies and gentlemen for your attention.

Beijing, the Ist of September 1994
Michel Desprez
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