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PART I

LISTENING GUIDE






Unit 1
Bush Signs Energy Bill

Words and Expressions

1. efficiency Z% 2. volatile 557381

3. gas pump fYH 5k 4. vulnerable 552 2|{5E M)

5. hostile FE 6. infrastructure HEfl 5

7. ethanol Z.B% 8. renewable fuel 7] EHAHAEl

9. switch grass i HL 10. geothermal HiFAHEYR 1)
The Main Idea

The United States is boosting fuel efficiency standards in automobiles for
the first time in 32 years. President Bush signed the new standards into law.
The new energy policy requires cars and light trucks sold in the United
States to average 15 kilometers per liter by 2020.

Key Points

1. President Bush says the measures address one of the most serious
long-term challenges facing the nation: dependence on foreign oil.

2. The law does not go as far as the president’s goal of cutting American
gasoline use by 20 percent in 10 years, but it does have much of the
funding for ethanol that Mr. Bush requested.

3. The bill passed Congress only after Democrats agreed to cut billions of
dollars in new taxes on oil companies that were to be used to subsidize
wind, solar, and geothermal production.



Unit 2
Aquaculture: Key to Sustainable Fisheries?

Words and Expressiens

1. aquaculture 7K =FEE 2. sustainable \]¥F4EH)
3. mitigate Z&f# 4. carnivorous ocean fish £ ¥ M
5.tuna &M 6. halibut Kt H#
7. salmon — 3 ff1 8. dilution #iE
9. pendulum 1k; PR 10. tilapia #'3Ff8
The Main Idea

Supplies of wild fish from rivers and oceans around the globe are
dwindling, even as the demand for fish worldwide is growing. Aquaculture,
or fish farming, is fast becoming the most convenient way for consumers
to get fish. But, the correspondent reports that aquaculture is a new frontier
in the modern world, fraught with promise and with challenges.

Key Points

1. There is a global fisheries crisis and if current practices continue, wild
fish will be completely gone from the oceans in 40 years.

2. Because more and more of the world’s fish supply is farm grown, and
the U.S. government has not yet formulated industry regulations,
California lawmakers took action on their own.

3. Believing that the key to successful fish farming is water quality and
carefully monitored fish density, O’Shea has a face-to-face relationship
with all his farmers, and insists on walking through each fish farm to
get a personal understanding of the practiées employed.



Unit 3
Japan Backs Down from Hunting Humpbacks

Words and Expressions

1. back down from fEHIikE 2. humpback whale Ji 3k fig
3. extinction K4 4. turnaround #:4¢
5. intervention -1"¥% 6. change one’s mind K& E
7. appendix MIfF 8. delicacy fif3%
9. bluntly ¥ Hh 10. slaughter J&%
The Main Idea

Japan has backed down from a highly controversial plan to hunt
endangered humpback whales off Antarctica, after fierce criticism by
Australia. The Japanese whaling fleet, however, still plans to hunt almost
1,000 whales this season.

Key Points -

1. Japan’s decision Friday will save 50 humpback whales that Japanese
whalers had planned to catch and kill in Antarctic waters.

2. Australia increased that pressure Wednesday when it announced it
would send a ship and planes to track the Japanese fleet and gather
evidence.

3. Although Tokyo vigorously defends the whale hunt as scientific
research, whale meat—a delicacy in Japan—ends up in supermarkets.



Unit 4

US Senate Panel Approves Bill to Reduce
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Words and Expressions

1. panel /)R 2. approve fitHE

3. greenhouse gas emission JEE SR 4. incentive ¥R

5. cowardly f& 551 6. legislation %

7. accelerate JIE 8. enormously [ _Kih

9. draft #CE 10. electric utility /) ¥
The Main Idea

A U.S. Senate committee has passed landmark legislation aimed at
combating global warming by limiting carbon dioxide emissions. The vote
was timed to coincide with the U.N. conference on climate change taking
place in Bali, Indonesia.

Key Points

1. The bill would set caps on U.S. greenhouse gas emissions from electric
utility, transportation and manufacturing industries beginning in 2012
with the goal of cutting emissions 60 percent by 2050.

2. But many Republicans oppose the legislation, saying it would increase
energy costs and lead to job losses.

3. The House of Representatives has yet to draft its own version of the
legislation.



Unit 5§
Bush Administration Urges Senate Ratification of Sea Treaty

Words and Expressions

1. ratification fLHE 2. testimony WEF: fEiE

3. arsenal Z K JE 4, interdiction %% I~

5. mass destruction KFMEHEIK 6. premier HEK); F—H

7. unanimously — ik 8. codify 33

9. maritime domain ¥ Z451 10. stake a claim 32 FFREAFTHHL
The Main Idea

Bush administration officials are urging the U.S. Senate to ratify the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The treaty, which sets
rules for use of the world’s oceans, was submitted by President Clinton 13

years ago, but has been stalled by conservative opposition.

Key Points

1. The far-reaching treaty establishes legal, economic, environmental and
security rules governing the world’s oceans.

2. Webb notes that the United States initially opposed the pact in 1982
because of rules governing seabed mining, but that it dropped its
opposition when those provisions were changed in negotiations.

3. Bush administration officials are seeking to ease critics’ concerns,

saying the treaty would secure U.S. sovereign rights over extensive
maritime areas.



