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Reflection of the Bund:

Conceptual Urban Design
of the Bund in Shanghai

I

The Bund is the symbol of
Shanghai and the miniature of city
development in modern China as
well. The modern architectural
complex in this area has become an
important part of modern architectural
heritage in China.

Experiencing the Bund...

Painters draw their impression of
the Bund,

Photographers take pictures of
the Bund,

Musicians compose music for the
Bund,

Sociologists survey on the impact
of the Bund,

Philosophers probe into the
intention of the Bund,

Psychologists test on the mea-
ning of the Bund,

Historians look for the legacy left
by the Bund;

Strolling along the Bund...
What's in my mind is:
The “Reflection” of the Bund!

To study the unique historical
buildings located on the Bund
from the perspective of the cultural
heritage shared by all, to translate
their exquisite forms and styles
into common language for modern
architecture, planning, and landscape
design, and to create public urban
space with distinct Shanghai and
Bund features by combining the
urban design methods with the urban
space of the Bund, these are the
significances of “Reflection of the
Bund"”.
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The book is composed of six
chapters. Chapter 1 “Status of the
Bund” introduces the spatial position
of the Bund during the process of city
development in Shanghai, the Bund

in the eyes of artists, the history and
the list of historical buildings in the
area, and the difficult situation facing
the Bund at present. In the history,
the Bund used to serve as the symbol
of Shanghai, but it has been gradually
marginalized during the city growth.
In future, the Bund shall form an
interactive space with the Oriental
Pearl at Pudong so as to create
new landmark for the city during the
new century. Chapter 2 “Intention
of the Bund” explores the urban
design concept of the bund area. The
Reflection of the Bund form the theme
of urban space in the area, while the
Oriental Pearl projects itself in the area
as a leading formal element, creating
an interactive spatial landscape area
between the Bund and Pudong on
both sides of the river. In terms of
current problems facing the Bund
including the spatial obstacle and
the lack of accessibility to the river,
to which our conceptual design
proposes a solution by designing two
slope spaces to maintain existing
dykes and introducing underground
traffic to release the ground space.
The inward slope leads to historical
buildings on the Bund, and on the
slanting square, there will be ‘reflection’
corresponding with the excellent
historical buildings on the Bund as
well as the underground entrance
and exit so as to further improve
the accessibility. The slop slanting
outward from the flood-control dyke is
designed to be in the form of “floating
steps” and the steps above the water
reinforce the water accessibility of
the Bund space, creating at the same
time a favorable interactive spatial
development with Pudong area.

Chapter 3 explores comprehen-
sively the urban design strategy
of the Bund area from functional
planning, pedestrian and vehicle
traffic separation system, Pearl
landscape arrangement on the
Bund, the landscape sequence,
and activity planning of the Bund
space to details and diagrams on
further designing. Chapter 4 explains
in details five separate zones,
showing the important nodes along
1,600m long bund space as well
as corresponding activity planning.
According to the design, Shanghai

PREFACE

History Museum and Shanghai
International Film Festival will be
located on the Red Bund zone in
north; Shanghai Economy Museum
and Restaurant Mansion will be
located on the Economic Bund zone
at the end of Nanjing Road, a famous
commercial street in the city. Cultural
Bund zone is located at the exit of
Fuzhou Road, serving as the cultural
activity space centering on Shanghai
Culture Museum. The Motional
Bund zone centering on the end of
Yan'an Road aims to become the
fashion and sports center in the city.
The Ultimate Bund zone centering
on the dock will be the home of
water sports center and show the
charm of extreme sports. Chapter
5 “Reflection of Historical Buildings
in the Bund” introduces the details
of the Reflection on the Bund and
proposes constructive suggestions
on the renovation and preservation
of historical buildings on the Bund.
Chapter 6 “Comic of the Bund”
contains some images and narration
text of multi-media presentation
materials of the design, trying to
improve the readability of the book in
the form of animation.

111

The Bund is located in the center
of Shanghai and the place where
problems and important issues of the
city gather, including such important
issues concerning urban design as
reshaping city landmark and creating
public space as well as the problems of
preserving historical areas, stimulating
city energy, promoting city accessibility,
improving the infrastructure of the
city, and guaranteeing the sustainable
development, etc. The “Reflection of
the Bund” introduced in this book is a
research project and there're inevitably
many mistakes and defects. Therefore,
| wish the book will serve as a platform
to communicate and exchange
opinions with professionals in the field.

Zhu Wenyi

October 2, 2008

TAHITI

(Translated by Sun Ling-bo and
Zhang Yue)
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THE BUND IN UNIVERSE
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The Bund began to develop
when Shanghai opened its port
to foreign powers in 1843. The
existing historical buildings on
the Bund were mostly built in
early 20th century, which was a
golden age in the Bund’s history.
In 2010, the Bund will embrace
a new developing opportunity

with the holding of World Expo.
This scheme is focusing on the
historical buildings on the Bund,
emphasizing the uniqueness of the
Bund in the world.

B R iECOE1: R#Bhttp://ourtour.com.cn/
attachments/mdd_0505/1_wgScPPRXCDO1.
jpg Fhttp://www.bamboo.hc.edu.tw/research_
publish/textbook/astro01/chapter01/images/
f01-04-01-M31.JPG%



E2: FEMIME— BB REEEE

REFHE, LBRAPEZFE
RASI%E, B, MMNEAZOE
Bl EBRRTERERL, K
HERERBHTHHEE—R,

After the Reform and Opening
up, Shanghai became one of
the important engines of China's
economic development. Meanwhile,
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Shanghai experienced its second
internationalization and became an
important member of international
metropolises.

XTIZER
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THE CPU OF SHANGHAI
1984

1988
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The geographical position of
the Bund was not in the center

of Shanghai in the early time
of the city’s development. But
with the city's expansion and
the development of Pudong, the
Bund became the developing and
geographical center of the city,
and was called as “the CPU of
Shanghai”.

B R RIECIET: #R3E (Shanghai Urban Plan-
ning ) #RIEEK L
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PEARLS ALONG THE HUANGPU RIVER
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Huangpu River is the “spine” of
Shanghai. As a overall design of the
urban space along Huangpu River,
this scheme is based on the theme
of “pearl”, which consists of three
climaxes—the Oriental Pearl, China
Pearl and the Pearl of Sea.
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SPINE OF SHANGHAI
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The landscape layout of Shanghai
looks like the Chinese character

“B”, and keeps expanding
nowadays. The street along the
Bund and Yan'an Road forms a
cross of the north-south and east-
west axes of the city. Now, the
Bund and Huangpu River are
undoubtedly the spine of Shanghai.
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Since its port was opened,
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Shanghai has experienced
huge changes, and many urban
landmarks appeared, e.g., Lilong
residence, People’s Square,
Shanghai Pudong Airport and
Nanjing Road, etc. Among these
numerous landmarks, the Bund
and its historical buildings are no
doubt the most prominent icon of
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TOP LANDMARK
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Shanghai, which can be called the
top landmark.
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THE BUND WEATHER
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In sunny, cloudy, or rainy days,

the Bund shows quite different but E}#*TD/EZ:/?Q?D%E :ttpl/;;;%e%
" " gcsu.edu/~zxu/Bund.jpg :
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