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Unit 1

Features
“’ Pa&sage 1

Fuel Costs Could End Cheap Flight Era

A plane comes into land ar Heathrow Airport.

British travellers already thinking twice about flying to Europe this summer as the falling
value of the pound cuts into their travel budget received more bad news yesterday with
indications that the era of cheap flights may be drawing to an end.

Soaring fuel costs have put airlines under financial pressure which, analysts say, will
inevitably be passed on to passengers through increased ticket prices, fuel surcharges and
béggage check-in fees. The warnings follow a wave of airline bankruptcies in the UK and the
US, and oil price rises which have seen the cost of fuelling a transatlantic flight quadruple
since 2000 to $44,000 (£22,100). The pressure on the airlines has been miost acute this
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year as the global oil price rose from $ 80 a barrel to nearly $120.

Ryanair' became the latest airline to pass that pain on to customers yesterday when it
raised the cost of putting bags in the hold and checking in at airports. Passengers on Europe’s
largest budget carrier will have to pay £16 a bag and £8 to use a check-in desk on return
journeys from Monday.

Fuel accounts for a quarter of airline budgets and the resulting financial squeeze has
triggered warnings that major carriers could go to the wall or be forced to merge with rivals
to survive.

For Britons® holidaying in Europe this summer, the extra cost of flying comes on top of
a slump in the pound against the euro. The pound has fallen by 17% since last summer —
from 1.47 to 1.22 last week. ‘

Some reports suggest that tour operators are also moving to levy extra charges on
holidays to recoup losses caused by the fall in the pound. At least 19 operators have applied
to the Association of British Travel Agents’ to add a charge of up to 10% to holidays
already booked. Late-notice fees can be added as long as they are imposed more than 30 days
before departure.

Yesterday Ryanair attempted to play down its latest charge increases, the second time it
has raised baggage costs this‘year, as part of an ongoing drive against luggage. But analysts
say the airline has hiked up such charges to cover the rising cost of fuel, which is expected to
account for nearly half of its costs next year.

" “Their earnings are very adversely affected by the fuel price, so they need to do
everything they possibly can to alleviate that cost pressure,” said Andrew Lobbenberg, an
analyst at ABN Amro’. Long-haul carriers such as British Airways’ levy fuel surcharges to
cover rising fuel costs, but low-cost airlines refuse to impose them, instead preferring to
recoup costs through add-on charges for checking in, in-flight food and car rental deals.

Ryanair said its charges hike would help keep fares low by making airplanes lighter,
resulting in less fuel being consumed, and lowering baggage handling costs. But industry
experts said higher bag check-in costs are inevitable if the cost of oil stays around its current
level. John Strickland, an aviation consultant, said: “Budget airlines will push harder and
harder to increase add-on revenues. There is all the more impetus to do it in a toughening oil
price environment. ”

Ryanair and low-cost rival EasyJet® will try to leave fares untouched, because cheap
tickets are the key part of a no-frills business model that uses bargain fares to pack passengers
on to airplanes and then wring profits from them with add-ons.

“They cannot afford to raise fares. It would break their model,” said Strickland.
“Occupancy would fall and they will not make enough money to cover increased fuel costs. ”
Ryanair has already warned that profits could fall by as much as 50% this year due to the fuel
situation, while EasyJet shares were hit recently when it said it would miss its full-year profit
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targets if fuel stayed at the current price.

The Ryanair hike came as another airline serving the UK market went bust over the
weekend. Eos’, carrying business passengers between London and New York, slipped into
bankruptcy. High fuel costs and depressed economies in Europe and the US have caused
airline bankruptcies on both sides of the Atlantic in 2008.

The threat to the industry is at its most serious since the aftermath of September 11,
analysts have warned. The global airline industry is barely profitable, with a return on sales
of around 1% . Just 13 airlines in the world recorded a profit margin of more than 10% last
year, including Ryanair and EasyJet, when the average oil price hovered below $80 a
barrel.

Analysts say BA’s profits will be nearly wiped out if oil stays around the $ 120 mark
over the next year. BA has admitted its fuel bill will rise to £2. 5bn this year, forcing it to
warn of lower than expected profits. (811 words)

’ —Adapted from The Guardian, April 29, 2008, by Dan Milmo

1 Ryanair /R 2178 A&
FIRZMiZ A F (Ryanair Holdings) BRNSUEHIBRIIE AF , BEHRTEE /R 20
o ZAEIVLEREE, MR A KA 2 A R 30 -50% | Ryanair HIEE—RBEIIH
KREMMZAF, EARE——K,BRERBAN—FK. ZEHMERENSAR HKE
i) Easyjet %5 2+ ] . 72 [H ) Germenia fiii 2% 24 7] % #0 & H br L BT RSN A2
NG

2 Briton AFIER A
AN AR RAEEAT I R, FEA TR L BRI A HER B AT B S , i1 518
ENRKTE & B R IR M . FraEEE SRRy M &8, 5 SR BFRVETaAd 22 A (K
ARIEEAN,IEFHEE)

3 Association of British Travel Agents ZE[EH k{74t <
R E R TH P2, RIFR ABTA, LT 1950 48, B R A HE Ml 22 8 2 AU S B IR AT 4
AL 5,500 ZKiRTH, R EABARR=Z5 . WATEEA FEM . (N ETTRR
% LA R0 ), BB ABTA fnd. RBEES MEMREKFEHRS .

4 ABN AMRO fif 24847 e
15 240472 HATAT 2 B RART , EM BT EBA IR . ABN AMRO H 1991 45
Ff 224347 : Algemene Bank Nederland (ABN) F1 The Amsterdamsche-Rotterdamsche
Bank( AMRO) & 3f M. HL, AR IEHRNEENAFELBKE BAEERE L
1, 32005 49 ARk, R T HEA S 11 47, B8 7= ST R HE R 5 20 £,

5 British Airways HE {5/ H)
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REEMEAH,EWHF BA, 2R, B EHA EEMZHMBARZ—, wEHA EH
PEREAWMEZAFAZ—. EMWHNETENIGALEERLELBENAEY
(Heathrow) M%(ﬁﬁtﬁi%m%)ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ ( Gatwick) #li5,

EasyJet ¥ & S HEATES A

B[ 5 A 2 \F'](EaSyJet Airline Company Limited ) , &% H—KEZ B\ 1‘7%1?@%%\
MRS B BR A AL ZS A 7], B A HARAY R IR 5 Z B E KA KM, SRS
WAHERAHE, A2 HEERE.

Eos Airlines 5% [# /N f 25 /4 &)

— KR E/NINIZ A, FRA Bos, BT 2005 47, B2 RIS SFBR S B
fRBiAAA 2Rl Bos Ry TR F P4 FEMUA 23 ) (TR M IR 55 , #5757 &Y
KL LB 200 A~ BEA R A 48 AR . BN EERT SIS 2 2K, A AT LAAE A R R DA 43t it
EHRE . SREBHRERTUEZ KA T.5 L HKMNZEE, Eos Rt RS 24
AT SRS 2 vl By 23 v B B IR 55 o BN FLER LA AR %54 & W] LUAE Eos &
RAKREZERE, M HA ST MREMEETITEM LRGN ES, IRREFE
—Z B, IF 4 Eos L RARWE R MM TR, W Eos M EEMLENAAE B
(JFK) Hl3g RO HAEIE (Stansted) ¥,

Glossary

{\y\y\yy\;»\)&\\»\& S P P I N S S BN N S D N P S P P PN P (S S R SR P P e

’9 surcharge [ sa:'t[a:d3] n. an excessive sum or price charged 37 st % A ; A #M 89 '?HT

—make a surcharge for delivering the trunk outside of the city limits
—sFiEE AR T AR & RESMYIE

quadruple [ 'kwadrup(a)l; kwo'dru:pl] vi. multiply or be multiplied by four 4% &%,
w8 %
—Our profits have quadrupled in ten years.
—10 FZXRMMAHBTHEE,

squeeze [ skwiiz] n. a troubled financial condition( B 4% 5 44k R A K FH 3 & 49)
HE, 8

trigger [ 'trigo| vr. set off; initiate 3] &, 5] &, AR K

merge [ mo:dz ] ve. combine or unite into a single enterprise, organization, body,
etc. AJf, &, (£kF)EHH

—The steel trusts merged various small businesses.
—MKELKSR/HTHF 5 Dbk,

on top of in addition to; over and above fL--:--- Z L B GEE
—Gale wind came on top of the flood.

—HRRLEREERRNLERT,

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@N{\@@(\(\«(\«(\@@@@ DS S D D e
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% slump [ slamp] n. depression Z#F RF A 08, F L4
levy ['levi] vt. impose (a tax) 4EM (B4, & F)
—They are going to levy a new tax on cigarettes.

— R4 & A SR AEUL AT LAY .

recoup [ri'’kuip] vz. make up for B{&,FM2

—1I shall recoup my travelling expenses from my employers.
—RE AR EAVLHRH RN RTERA,

» impose [im'pouz] vr. place (a tax etc. ) on someone or something 4E ( #£5);

3
’
’5
b
)
%
A
%
%
2
% —Impose a peace settlement.
) RS AL,

adversely [ 'ssdvossli] adv. in a contrary manner i# 3, R 3
) ary )
% —She was adversely affected by the new regulation.
Y —H AT ERBILWRFRT # 5 TE,
J alleviate [ o'lizvieit ] vz. lighten or lessen; make easier to be endured & % (A 2%),
% KA (thsk)
2 —Heat often alleviates pain.
b —HE R RBAA
% long-haul carriers iZ 42 & L
% hike [ haik] n. an abrupt increase or rise 3% &, 3w
% —a hike in living expenses
% —%£ &R ATHK
z; revenue [ 'revinju:] n. the entire amount of income before any deductions are made
Y LA RN B WA
% impetus [ 'impitos] n. a moving force; impulse; stimulus #3574 ; #) %
Zi —The treaty will give an impetus to trade between the two countries.
§ —EEGHERAR TG S,
% no-frills providing basic services and necessities without any additional features R 324
Y RLEBRSH
% 1 just want an ordinary car without the frills.
) %k)’\%-‘ﬁi&’ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ‘]ﬁiﬁﬁ$o
% g [rin] vt. extract by forceful effort or means #EE ; ¥ &
% —wring money from somebody

A BRI

) —HRx
% occupancy [ 'skjupansi] n. the fact of taking possession & & %
% share [ feo] n. a single unit of ownership in a corporation, represented by a stock
% certificate [ £ | /& &

«(\6“\«“ T e T e T T e e R e D ™ D D D T T e T e D T T T DT e N @‘«\@(’\ﬁ
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g\»»\\9\9‘\y@\»\y\w@@&y@@y@y@&@@@@@@&@y&@&@yw

o bust bankrupt 2 =
% —The business will go bust now.
% — X FATARBRRZEAT
% aftermath [ 'a:ftomz0] 7. something that results from an event, esp. one of a
)
%
»
b

disastrous nature % & ;( RE . FHEFH) MK

margin [ 'ma:dzin] n. the difference between the cost and the selling price( & A& 5 £
#reh) 24, #H

hover [ 'hova(r); 'havor] vi. remain in an uncertain state Fey ]

—The criminal is hovering between life and death.

) —AE T ERZ AL

S T T e D e D TS TS @@@@@@@@@M@N@@@@&

@ Exercises

I. Reading Comprehension

T T D P D T TP e R e

For each statement listed below, please write T if the statement is true according to the

passage, F if it is false, and NG if the information is not given in the passage.

1. British traveler received bad news yesterday that the era of cheap flights may come to
an end.

2. Soaring fuel costs will never be passed on to passengers through increased ticket prices,
fuel surcharges and baggage check-in fees.

3. Ryanair was the latest airline to pass fuel costs on to the customers. Its passengers will
have to pay £16 a bag and £8 to use a check-in desk on return journeys.

4. For Britons holidaying in Europe this summer, they have to pay 17% more money than
last summer, for the pound has fallen from £1.47 to £1.22.

5. The cost of fuel of Ryanair is expected to account for nearly two third of its costs next
year.

6. Low-cost airlines prefer to recoup costs through add-on charges for checking in, in-flight
food and car rental deals. ;

7. The industry experts said the charges hike would help keep fares low by making airplanes
lighter, resulting in less fuel being consumed, and lowering baggage handling costs.

8. No-frill business model uses cheap tickets to pack passengers on to airplanes and then get
profits from them with add-ons.

9. Easylet would miss its market in Europe if fuel stayed at the current price.

10. Eos went into bankruptcy for the high fuel costs and depressed economies on both sides

of the Atlantic in 2008.
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II. Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words or phrases listed below and change the forms

where necessary.
W%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%W@%?
§ hover, impetus, levy, merge, quadruple,

occupancy , recoup, revenue, surcharge, triggered §
W%%%%%%‘%%%%%%%%%%M

11. The judge a $3 million fine against the factory for polluting the river.

12. The express company made a : for delivering the trunk outside of the city limits.

13. The clerk his losses at the racecourse by embezzling ( ¥5 F ) funds from his
bank.

14. His enthusiasm is an for the volleyball team.

15. In the last twenty years wheat production has almost

16. The tragic chain of events was off.

17. In this great melting pot cultures are and traditions lost.

18. State universities get most of their from taxes.

19. The rate of beds in the hospital has been averaging out about 70 percent.

20. The shy boy around his mother.

III. Cloze

Fill in the blanks with words or expressions from the passage you have just learnt.

British travellers already thinking twice about flying to Europe this summer 21  the
falling value of the pound cuts 22 their travel budget received more bad news yesterday

23  indications that the era of cheap flights may be drawing 24 an end.

Soaring fuel costs have put airlines _ 25  financial pressure which, analysts say, will
inevitably be passed 26  to passengers through increased ticket prices, fuel surcharges and
baggage check-in fees. The warnings follow a wave of airline bankruptcies in the UK and the
US, and oil price rises which have seen the cost of fuelling a transatlantic flight quadruple

27 2000 to $44,000 (£22,100). The pressure 28 the airlines has been most acute
this year as the global oil price rose _ 29  $80 a barrel _ 30 nearly $120.

IV. Translation

Translate the following paragraph(s) from English into Chinese.

For Britons holidaying in Europe this summer, the extra cost of flying comes on top of a
slump in the pound against the euro. The pound has fallen by 17% since last summer — from
1.47 to 1.22 last week.

Some reports suggest that tour operators are also moving to levy extra charges on
holidays to recoup losses caused by the fall in the pound. At least 19 operators have applied
to the Association of British Travel Agents to add a charge of up to10% to holidays already
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booked. Late-notice fees can be added as long as they are imposed more than 30 days before
departure. ’

’Passage 2

One of the Richest of All Cities
Has 650,000 Poor Children.
It’'s London

London, an important settlement for two millennia.

The alarm clock rings at 4 am in Martha Hunter’s North London flat, as it has every
morning for 13 years. The single mother gets up, dresses and heads into Central London to
start her cleaning job at 6 am. Mrs. Hunter, 38, and her daughters, Karen, 14, and four-
year-old Julianna, have been living in “temporary accommodation” for three years — a tiny
flat in Haringey where the girls have to share bunk beds. The cooker doesn’t work properly
and the shower is broken. “I hate it. I have been fighting, fighting with the council to get a
better place,” says Mrs. Hunter.

This is the day-to-day reality of life for hundreds of thousands of Londoners struggling to
make a living in one of the world’s richest cities. As Ken Livingstone and Boris Johnson'
trade blows over transport, property prices and the environment, entire communities feel
unable to connect with the campaign issues.

While the billions of pounds spent to help families out of poverty have been a success in
the rest of Britain, lifting almost 600,000 above the breadline, London has been left behind.
There are 650,000 children still in poverty, 41 per cent of all the capital’s children and down
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by just one per cent since 1998. The numbers in poverty have not fallen at all since 2000.

Carey Oppenheim, who chairs the London Child Poverty Commission’, said the great
raft of government initiatives that have helped to reduce poverty elsewhere by “making work
pay” have had barely any impact at all in London. The national minimum wage of £5.52 an
hour is simply not enough to live on in the capital. “The incentives to work in London are
far weaker than anywhere else,” she says. “In London the costs of housing and child care,
on top of the hassle factor of getting into Central London where the jobs are and home again
in time to pick up from school or nursery, mean it is just not worth it for many people to get
a job,;’ she adds.

Jane Wills, Professor of Human Geography at Queen Mary, London University, says

London’s low-waged have been hit badly by the rapid spread of “contracting out” , the cost-

saving scheme pioneered by the Tories’ in the 1980s and embraced by Labour, which has
prevented wages from rising as the economy boomed. “Sub-contracting in cleaning, catering
and security and so on is being used by hospitals, local government and across the private

sector. That means there is in-built pressure on keeping wages low across the service

industry. These companies have to tender every four or five years so there is no room to push
up wages even if they wanted to.”

Mrs. Hunter is among the more fortunate cleaners in the capital. She works for the
London School of Economics, which pays contracted-out staff the “living wage” of £7.20
an hour. Esasa Erhunse is not so lucky. She has cleaned rooms at one of the best-known
hotels in London for 13 years. She has not had a pay rise since 2003. “We were paid £6 an
hour when a new company took over our contracts.. They said we were being paid too much
and would be kept on this rate until the minimum wage’ catches up,” she says. She lives
with her daughter, now 18, in a tower block in the Old Kent Road and has struggled to
make ends meet as the cost of living has escalated while her wages stayed the same.

“These have been very bad years. It has been very stressful because the electricity bills
have gone up, our rent has gone up but my money has stayed the same so we have to make it
” she says. “People say I should get a new job but I am 50 and I think
it is safer to stay where they know me. I cannot remember when I last bought new clothes. If
we get the chance to go without a meal, we do it. ”

back somewhere else,

In the East End® it is unemployment rather than low wages that is the problem. Tower
Hamlets, the borough that borders the City of London, has the highest unemployment rate in
the country at 14 per cent.

Farage Mahmood, 22, has been out of work for a year. He speaks good English and has
“a few GCSEs’”. But since leaving school he has had only two short stints in work. Now
that he wants to get a job he can’t find one.

He lives in a three-bedroom council flat in Shadwell w1th his parents, four brothers and
three sisters. One brother and two sisters have jobs and support the household. “My parents
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don’t speak English so we don’t really talk much. My brother is rich. He helps me out. He’s
a bus driver. But I want to get on now and get a place of my own. But there are just not that
many jobs around and the ones I want have gone by the time I ring. ”

Chris Henry, a play leader with Coram, the children’s charity, says: “People want to
work but the cost of childcare stops them. It doesn’t get much better when the children are
older because there is chronic shortage of after-school provision round here. People do the
sums and work out that they are better off on benefits. ” (913 words)

—Adapted from The Times, April 30, 2008, by Rosemary Bennett

1 Ken Livingstone and Boris Johnson AHMEEEHKH - FIXHHE (T %) U REHRES
S EI - AR (RTE)

2 London Child Poverty Commission {3 LEHRAETR

3 Tory 3£F]5
FEEBE., =T 17 ek, 19 e EE N RERTRE. TEH—FARETZR
2E BANAEZE A ANNK FEFIGERT 1833 FRFRART RN

4 Labour T %
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