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Differences Between
Cultures
\_

Commumcative focus
( Expressions on culture and cross-cultural communications

B 11111111 T —

- Discuss the following questions in groups.
1. How do you think about the word “culture”?

2. Why should we study cross-cultural communication?
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In task 1, you will watch a video clip from Gua Sha and then do the exercises as required. Before
watching, you are supposed to read the words, expressions and cultural notes related to the video.

Gua Sha

Words and Expressions

o counselor n. sb. whose job is to help and support people with legal problems
B
| o hearing 7. a meeting of a court or special committee to find out the facts about a |
case WriE£s
o formality . sth. that you must do as a formal or official part of an activity or
process /¥
o indisputable adj. that is true and cannot be disagreed with %5 B 5EfY
o conjecture 7. an idea or opinion formed by guessing ], %l
oinflict . to make sb. suffer sth. unpleasant Jjll’#
| o incontrovertible adj. definitely true and impossible to be proved false JGR] i) |
o ludicrous adj. completely unreasonable, stupid, or wrong it E 1, HFEH)
o authoritative adj. that you can trust and respect as true and correct g

o for the sake of KT -++-- HF 25
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Cultural Notes gl =

1.Child Welfare Agency ( JL# i | Bt ): Shortened as CWA, it is an administrative
unit responsible for social work concerned with the welfare and vocational training
of children.

2.Gua Sha (F#$ ): Literally translated as “scraping sand”, it is a massage-like technique

utilizing a round edge instrument to stimulate the affected area. Usually using a

therapeutic (57719 ) oil as lubrication (V#¥#H ), the area is stimulated in a stroking

\_ manner to relieve congestion and stagnation.

.D"

»” Exercises

mwmching for Details

Watch the video clip and choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. What was Mr. Xu accused of ?
A. Stealing. B. Bribery. C. Raping. D. Child abuse.
2. What additional evidence did the CWA provide to prove Mr. Xu’s violence?
A. Doctors’ report. B. A witness’ testimony.
C. Pictures of the child’s bruised back. D. A video that shows his violent nature.
3. How did lawyer Quinlin react right after he saw the evidence provided by the CWA?
A. He was calm. B. He was furious.

C. He was happy. D. He was speechless.

A\ Watching for Specific Information

Watch the video clip again and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

Lawyer Davis: Yes, your honor. We are prepared to 1) in any way you save
it. Three days ago, we received a telephone call from the social worker on duty at
St. Matthew hospital 2) us of a possible case of child abuse discovered
3) medical examination by Doctor Michael Longman. Upon 4)
treatment in the ER to Denis Xu, Doctor Longman had reason to suspect that Denis
had been the subject of physical 5)

Datong Xu: Yes I do! I think you don’t understand. You know, Gua Sha is a 6)

Chinese medical treatment used for nearly all kinds of 7) . For thousands
of years, Chinese medicine had recognized that there are seven Jing and eight Mai
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(-£E4/)\J)k ). Er, for example, it is like small 8) that run into rivers and in
turns fall into a sea. A person’s body has an 9) but very complex system of
10) network, just like the computer network. And also the human Qi (=)

from Dantian ( #}[ ) finally goes to Dantian. It is the same principle!

In task 2, you will watch a video clip about the art of paper-cutting and then do the exercises
as required. Before watching, you are supposed to read the words, expressions and cultural note
related to the video.

The Art of Paper-cutting

Words and Expressions

!\ o scissor 7. device used for cutting materials such as paper, cloth and hair B3y 7]

o calligraphy #. the art of producing beautiful writing using special pens or
~ brushes 3%
Lo tuition 7. the money you pay for being taught “# %% J

& W
Cultural Note § ’/

Chinese Paper-cutting ( {1 [E By 4K ) : Paper-cutting is a traditional Chinese decorativ)
art. The earliest known paper-cuts in China date back to the Tang Dynasty. The cutter

first draws the design on a piece of paper, then cuts it out with scissors or a knife.

There are a number of distinct uses for the paper-cutting in Chinese culture, almost
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all of which are for health, prosperity or decorative purposes. It differs from other
cultural styles in its extensive use of red. Also it has a heavy emphasis on single or a
few Chinese characters often symbolizing with the Chinese Zodiac Animals ( + 4 ¥

Zh).

mwmching for Details

Watch the video clip and answer the following questions.

1. What’s wonderful about paper-cutting?

2. What does Liu Ren try her best to do?

3. What does Liu Ren do to pass on the art of paper-cutting?
4. Where does Liu Ren’s student come from?

5. What is Liu Ren’s dream?

mwmching for Specific Information

Watch the video clip again and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

I like doing 1) paper-cutting. Ideally you shouldn’t draw a design on
the paper and then cut it out. The best part about paper-cutting is you, the paper and
2) working together. In 1993, I was invited to 3) Chinese paper-cutting
to other countries. I hope to build more 4) for Chinese folk paper-cutting. In
order to pass on this art form, I teach people who really love the art of Chinese paper-
cutting, and I don’t 5) them any tuition. Last year, I had an American student
who was studying Chinese 6) at a UK university. He came to China to write his
7) . I gave him some lessons on Chinese paper-cutting. After he went back to
continue his studies, he entered a logo design 8) in his university. He created
a logo by doing a paper-cutting and he won the top prize! The young student was so
excited and he told me that his college friends all wanted to learn more about Chinese
paper-cutting and even about me. The art form is warmly welcomed in the UK. My dream
is to set up one or two paper-cutting museums in other countries. When I was young, I

made 9) in different art forms. I think everyone is born with 10) talent.

a8
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In this part, you will have 2 listening tasks to accomplish.

%@Iask i

In task 1, you will listen to a passage about national symbols and then do the exercises as required.

Before listening, you are supposed to read the words, expressions and cultural notes related to the

passage.

National Symbols

o aggressive adj. angry, and behaving in a threatening way; ready to attack {Z#& ],
s i)
o maiden 7. ayoung girl or woman who is not married ‘£ R I 4T
o spiritual adj. relating to your spirit rather than to your body & ## I
o prosperity . the state of being successful, especially financially 5%, I
| oritual 7. a ceremony that is always performed in the same way, in order to mark |
an important religious or social occasion {3, FEHEU

o antelope 7. an African animal like a deer that runs very fast ¢

&
Cultural Notes ¥ /

1. national symbol ( [EfEZAE ): A national symbol is a symbol of any entity considering

itself and manifesting itself to the world as a national community—namely

sovereign states, but also nations and countries in a state of colonial or other

dependence, (con)federal integration. National symbols intend to unite people
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by creating visual, verbal, or iconic representations of the national people, values,
goals, or history.

2. knight (%j1 ): A knight was a soldier in the Middle Ages. Knights were vassals

(Pt ) to lords, who would give them land if the knight would fight for them.

Knights thought honor was very important, and they had a code of honor called

\_ chivalry (551454 ).

- Exercises

Making a Sound Judgment

Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

___1.People in the west have the same ideas about dragons as people in China.
____2.In China, dragons bring bad luck.

___3.0Only two countries in the world have a dragon on their flags.

____4.The England football team have three lions on the front of their football shirts.

5.Many Chinese people want to keep the dragon as a symbol of China.

MListening for Specific Information

Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

When many people in the west 1) China, the animal that they think of is
the 2) . For them, the dragon is an 3) monster that 4) fire.
Many popular 5) tell of how dragons killed brave knights and ate beautiful
maidens.

For Chinese people, however, the dragon is not an evil monster. It’s a cultural and

6) symbol for 7) and good luck. The dragon’s main task is to create
8) and bring rain. Dragons are celebrated in art and 9) , and of course
the dragon dance is a very popular 10) . Millions of Chinese have the word “long”,

meaning dragon, as part of their name.

A Essay Writing

China, as one of the oldest countries in the world, does not only bave the dragon as ber
symbol, but also a lot of others, which keep distinctive ancient Chinese features. Now

write an essay entitled Chinese Symbols with no less than 160 words to introduce
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other distinctive symbols of China. Some useful words and expressions are given 1o you

in the Information Box for your reference.

— Information Box

culture-oriented 3CAL 5 [|] ) the longest continuous civilization ZEZE R A i 3CH

the Great Wall {31 one of the Seven Wonders in the world {H#-£ KA W2 —
in the defense of enemies PHAHEA seen from the outer space MANKZH

terracotta-clay warriors £ Z{fi sculptured in Qin Dynasty Z& /| ¥8 1%

Giant Panda K RESH

Q;(,@Iask 2

In task 2, you will listen to a dialogue about culture shock and then do the exercises as required.
Before listening, you are supposed to read the words, expressions and cultural note related to the
dialogue.

Culture Shock

o outgoing adj. sb. who is outgoing is very friendly and likes meeting and talkin,
to people E &M

o overpowering adj. so strong or intense as to be unbearable MERIR Y

¢ Words and Expressions ]
8

o inquisitive adj. asking too many questions and trying to find out too many details
| about sth. or sb. #-ER KA |
Lo inferior adj. not good, or not as good as sb. or sth. else K% J
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Cultural Note ~

culture shock ( 3Cfbiiki ): It refers to the anxiety and feelings (of surprise,
disorientation, uncertainty, confusion, etc.) felt when people have to operate within
a different and unknown cultural or social environment, such as a foreign country.

It grows out of the difficulties in assimilating the new culture, causing difficulty in

Qnowing what is appropriate and what is not.

Making a Sound Judgment

Listen to the dialogue and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

____1.The biggest difference the interviewee noticed between England and America is
the accent.

_____2.When the interviewee first went to England, she got little reaction from the
people there.

__3.Friendship with an Englishman lasts longer than that with an American.

____4.When the interviewee talked with the English people, they usually moved
backwards because of her bad smell.

__ 5.According to the dialogue, Americans in England are thought to be a little inferior

because of their loud behavior and their language.

Exercise "‘eﬁ”Listening for Specific Information

Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

1. English people, in general, are and not very open. Compared with the
English people, Americans are more

2. When the interviewee first went to England, she was considered and too

too soon.

3. It takes a to make friends with the English people. But once a friend is
made, it is a friend

4. The Americans like to talk with an Englishman because they love his and his
country, while Americans in England are considered inferior because of their
and their language.

5. When talking with each other, Americans stand while English people like a
certain
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Topic Research

After listening to the dialogue, we know that culture differences may cause anxiety or

feelings of surprise, disorientation, uncertainty, confusion, etc., especially when in a
Sforeign country. This kind of anxiety or feeling is called culture shock. Do you know
how to cope with culture shock in order to enjoy a bappy time in a foreign country? Try

to research into this topic and present your ideas to the class.

L) A vaces % 2
® 3 Additional Listening
In this section, you will listen to a passage about Journey to the West and then do the exercises

as required. Before listening, you are supposed to read the words, expressions and cultural notes
related to the passage.

Journey to the West

o renowned adj. famous, well-known, prominent 4% ], A FE2EH

o animation 7. the process of making films in which drawings or puppets appear
to move < il fE

o redemption 7. the act of saving or state of being saved from the power of evil ¥
o adaptation 7. a film/movie, book or play that is based on a particular piece of

' work but has been changed for a new situation M4 & HIE 5

o extravaganza n. a large, expensive and impressive entertainment B A S HI/ES

o score 7. awritten or printed version of a piece of music k&, HiE
o integration 7. the combining of two or more things so that they work together
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effectively 25
o cult adj. very popular with a particular group of people #52FEY, HEZH

| o a work of genius KA HIVE
o be brought to life #i%H RGP E I
o The Guardian (Bif) (FEHHR)

Cultural Notes b

1. Sun Wukong ( #M%E%5 ): He is the main character in the classical Chinese epic

novel Journey to the West. Sun Wukong possesses incredible strength, being
able to lift his Ruyi Jingu Bang ( U175 4 fii ## ) with ease. He also has superb
speed, traveling 108,000 1i ( . ) in one somersault ( B R 3k ). Sun knows 72
transformations, which allows him to transform into various animals and objects; he
is, however, shown with slight problems transforming into other people, since he
is unable to complete the transformation of his tail. He is a skilled fighter, capable
of holding his own against the best generals of heaven. Each of his hairs possesses
magical properties, and is capable of transforming into a clone of the Monkey King
himself, or various weapons, animals, and other objects. He also knows various
spells in order to command wind, part water, conjure protective circles against
demons, freeze humans, demons, and gods alike.

2. Journey to the West ({ Fiii#ic )): It is one of the Four Great Classical Novels of
Chinese literature. The novel is a fictionalised account of the legends around the
Buddhist monk Xuanzang’s ( Z#% ) pilgrimage to India during the Tang Dynasty in
order to obtain Buddhist religious texts called sutras ( % ). The Bodhisattva (&
%) on instruction from the Buddha ( W3&f ), gives this task to the monk and his
three protectors in the form of disciples together with a dragon prince who acts as

Xuanzang’s horse mount (AR% ).

/

Exercises

SCUER R Listening for Details

Listen to the passage and choose the best answers to the following questions.

1. How did The Guardian describe the show?

A. It is a total failure. B. It left no genre untouched.




