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1. (2005.11.12)

The international trade has made it possible for many goods to be transported to other countries,
such as dairy products. Some people think it is not good because of the long distance. Do the benefits
outweigh the drawbacks?

2. (2006.02.18)

Long distance flight consumes natural resources and pollutes the air. Some people think it should
be banned. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

3. (2006.03.25)

Long distance flight uses more fuel than car and brings pollution to the environment. We should
discourage nonessential flight rather than limit the use of car. To what extent do you agree or
disagree?

4. (2006.04.08)

Long distance flight consumes the amount of fuel that a car uses in many years and pollutes the
air. Some people think non-essential flights should be banned. To what extent do you agree or
disagree?

5. (2007.04.28)

Air transport is increasingly used to export fruits and vegetables to other countries where they
cannot be grown or are out of season. Some people believe that this is a good thing, but others
consider this use of air transport can’t be justified. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

6. (2008.06.14)

Many people think cheap air travel should be encouraged because it gives ordinary people
freedom to travel further. However, others think this leads to environmental problems, so air travel
should be more expensive in order to discourage people from having it. Discuss the both sides and
give your own opinion.

® 2005—2008 SEI MM B IKA X EEFI KB TIEHE . B 1 FILH S ERTIER 5 K]
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SMARER, SNTFEMHE, FALRXEE%, FEEEHHM “discuss both views and your
opinion”, B—BRARHECHUA: FBRENH W AX LM AR AT B=K.
BUREMECRA-BRNRANRARE: FABRAIEEER, SRUBECHTA. KFKT
PMNZSEHEHERTMABERE R, TiE=. . AEMMA—, fiF T30 REKN%
Wik,

® X TIBEKREFZMILM &H KITE T non-essential flights, HAMAHHEIEH long
distance flight, air transport and air-freighting.

T WROCEB
Passage 1: Do We Say No to Air—freighting?

1. Trade is fundamental to development. To beat world poverty, it is essential that economic
growth is encouraged in the world’s poorest countries. They must be able to trade on the global
market, exporting their goods freely and getting a fair price for them.

2. However, exporting goods can mean transporting them by air. When we consider that the
reduction of carbon emissions and protection of the environment are also crucial to development,
we are presented with a dilemma. Do we, in rich countries, help poor countries to trade their way out
of poverty by buying their exports, or do we say no to air-freighting and buy local produce instead?

3. This is a question that the UK Trade and Development Minister Gareth Thomas addressed at a
debate on 17th September. The debate follows the Soil Association’s decision to look into the
possibility of withdrawing its organic certificates from air-freighted produce. Soil Association
certificates make it clear to consumers that a product has been grown organically; if they were
removed from goods transported by air-freight, consumers choosing to buy organic may select
another product, one grown locally rather than imported from a developing country.

4. At the debate, research was launched by the International Trade Centre into the impact for
African farmers of a ban on air-freighted organic produce. DFID believes that the Soil Association
should not remove certification, because of the harm it could do to farmers in developing countries,
and also because it would do little to solve climate change.

5. With British shoppers spending over £1 million every day on African fruit and vegetables, and
supplies of organic African produce growing, a ban could result in the loss of a valuable market and
affect many small farmers. Recent estimates suggest that almost a million rural African livelihoods
depend at least partly on the fruit and vegetable trade with the UK. Also, studies show that organic
farming can be more profitable than conventional methods of production. As organic horticultural
exports from the developing world to Europe are calculated to be worth US$100 million a year, it is
important that the UK continues to buy these goods and support this trade.

6. While DFID welcomes the Soil Association’s concern about the impact of food production on
climate change, the air-freighting of fruit and vegetables counts for only a small proportion (less than
1%) of UK greenhouse gas emissions. There can be no denying that food transport has an
environmental and social cost, but most of this (about 85%) comes from UK roads. As Gareth Thomas
said at the debate: “...the distance food has traveled is not a good way to judge whether the food we
eat is sustainable. Driving 6.5 miles to do your shopping emits more carbon than flying a pack of
Kenyan green beans to the UK.”
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7. There is a need to compare the social cost of carbon emissions with the benefits that arise from
trade. At the same time, tackling climate change is a priority in the fight against world poverty. The
only fair option, which considers the livelihoods of those in developing countries as well as the need
to protect the environment, is to ensure that the prices of the goods we consume cover the costs of
their environmental impact, wherever they are-from and however they are produced.

8. The UK government must work towards this goal, and is currently leading international efforts
to make the price of air transport take account of its highly significant effect on the environment. The
govermnment is also encouraging more efficient distribution within the food and drink sector, and has
proposed that food industry trade bodies look into achieving a 20% reduction in the social costs of
transporting food in the UK by 2012.

Words and Expressions

economic growth £ 5FIEK remove n ZiE, #HE

the reduction of carbon emissions 5/ Z & ALBRHEEK organic produce growing FHL* & FIFHE
crucial to  FEXRFEEM livelihood n. 43, W&

air-freighting n. &5 farming n. BHE, ol

local produce  ZAHiLF= conventional a. WHLH], 1£EH

debate n. Fif, BHL greenhouse gas emissions —FALHK. FRESHE
withdraw v H[E, #H Bt U1 RN DEC )

organic a. HILH sustainable a. AIFELEH)

organic certificate R = RiE+S priority n. {58, tREM

air-freighted produce ZF1&7= 5 sector n. 4y, BB

R

1 B 1. 2 #IFkEsy, SRS HATHFOE: SHERNZEORTERK
RIARFE S 2 B A, IEREE IS LA™ fh?

2. B 3—5 EEIREILTIE AR e FAEMA S KA.

3. B 6 HBBHURT TR R B E(EZMEIE).

4. B BHBERBERPEFRARERE, XELZEIHERY

5. BL 8 REWES, ABUFHIEN.
B BULTERS @

Pros:

1. There can be no denying that food transport has an environmental and social cost.

B RERSERF RN LT KN,

2. Tackling climate change is a priority in the fight against world poverty.

R R FTLRED, NS R RZ R L

Cons:

1. To help poor countries to trade their way out of poverty by buying their exports.

i LR T E K =SB ARAE R R .

2. It could do harm to farmers in developing countries, and it would do little to solve climate
change.

MREEIEMNE, NREPEFORRE—MGE, FFABBRA T UKL HE.



3. The air-freighting of fruit and vegetables counts for only a small proportion of UK greenhouse
gas emissions. There can be no denying that food transport has an environmental and social cost, but
most of this (about 85%) comes from UK roads.

FREFNKRR G A PHRESBECEEEHUN N ERHBIR NS . RaE
IR B hISANHENtafEnE, ERFWIEERA TEEAKZH.

Passage 2: Is It Justifiable to Fly Food Long Distances?

1. Organic food is supposed to be kind to the environment so air-freighting is deeply unpopular
with many shoppers. A ban would ease pressure on climate change. But it could harm the livelihoods
of hundreds of thousands of impoverished workers in developing countries. Is it ever justifiable to fly
food thousands of miles at a time of climate change?

2. How big is the problem?

Large, and growing. According to the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs,
CO, emissions from food miles (which are generafed whenever polluting transport is used to produce,
sell or buy food) rose by 15 per cent in the decade to 2002 and by a further 4 per cent to 2004 to a
record 18 million tons. One in four lorries on the road now carries food. Food miles account for 1.8
per cent of the UK’s CO, emissions, which are among the highest in the world per capita and per
country. Financially, the government estimates food transport accumulates every year £9bn of social,
environmental and economic costs from congestion, greenhouse gas emissions, accidents, air
pollution, noise and infrastructure. Air-freighting is increasing rapidly and is extraordinary in scale.
Baby corn is flown 5 900 miles from Thailand to reach British shelves. It is estimated that
air-freighting just one small 225g punnet of New Zealand strawberries to the UK is equivalent to the
CO, emissions from 11 school runs in the car.

3. Why are food miles increasing?

The amount of food grown in this country we eat has been falling steadily since 1990, when it
was more than 70 per cent. Now 60 per cent of our food comes from the UK: almost half (40 per cent)
is imported. We are importing more because we have become wealthier, and have acquired a taste for
exotic fruit. We also expect fresh produce to be available all year round regardless of the seasons.
Those December strawberries have to come from somewhere, and, although the growing season is
being extended, it is not Britain. So air-freighting leapt by 136 per cent in the decade to 2002. And
although only one per cent of food is flown in, that one per cent accounts for 10 per cent of Britain’s
food-related CO, emissions.

4. What is the government doing?

Ministers have a target for cutting the social and environmental costs of food transportation by
20 per cent by 2012. They are targeting more road-freight efficiency from the supermarkets, which
are responsible for so many of those lorries in the slow lane.

5. What is business doing?

The use of larger vehicles and bigger loads has in recent years reduced the number of miles
travelled — though not pollution because bigger trucks use more fuel. Supermarket groups such as
Sainsbury’s and Asda have reduced the distance their trucks travel, something which is more
important now because of the high cost of diesel. Much also centres on labelling. Marks & Spencer,
for instance, is putting plane logos on all air-freighted food. The social enterprise company Belu has
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invented a Penguin Mark that guarantees a product is “carbon neutral”, achieved by buying carbon
offsets if necessary. Restaurants are making a virtue of local on menus. One Welsh restaurant, the
five-star Fairyhill Hotel on the Gower peninsula, serves only food with ingredients produced within a
10-mile radius.

6. How would a ban affect developing countries?

Aid experts say that banning air-freighted food would harm producers in many countries,
especially in Africa. They argue that it would be grossly unfair to penalize poor farmers who emit a
tiny amount of carbon rather than take action to cut the far larger amounts emitted by profligate
nations in the West. Action Aid estimates that developing countries earn £3bn per year from goods
sold in supermarkets alone — approximately half the UK aid budget. More than 1 million people in
Africa rely on selling fruit and vegetables to UK shoppers. Bill Vorley, of the International Institute
for Environment and Development, says: “Airfreight of fresh fruit and vegetables from sub-Saharan
Africa accounts for less than 0.1 per cent of total UK carbon emissions. The UK must first look to the
huge impacts of our food system at home, before pulling up the ladder on Africa.”

7. So is the climate a bigger priority than the Third World?

This is the crux of the argument. Environmentalists believe air-freighting large amounts of fresh
food thousands of miles away is hugely irresponsible to the environment while the climate is being
disturbed. They argue that the West should not be encouraging the development of such
unsustainable agriculture; people in Grimsby don’t need to eat fresh pineapple from Ghana. We
could instead be buying, say, clothes or handicrafts made there and shipped to the UK. In a report for
the National Consumer Council, Greening Supermarkets, the author, Sue Dibb, warns: “Food is the
average household’s number one contributor to climate change — responsible for nearly a third of
our climate impact. Our food choices are fundamentally important, not just to our health, but to the
well-being of our planet.” Then again, the CO, emissions per person are very unequal between the
developed and the developing world. The average Briton emits 9.2 tonnes and an African one tonne.

Words and Expressions

ease v WAL, #FEE efficiency n. SE, bk

impoverished a. FEH logo n EMtrE, tRid, BER

food miles i B offset n. ILHAZSH

capita n. (BEHD)RCRE ingredient n GREWHDHFES: Bk
accumulate v MR, R radius »n ¥, {UH

congestion n. P, HEE aid n BB, FB

scale n MR, B, WH penalize v. Xfee-e- FLARET), fELFARFIBLL
equivalent o MW, HFHH profligate « EEMN, RFEW
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3. Br4 MBS 5 R RBUFA Ik KA .

4. B 6 itieFlAia fr fho R R B K I .

5. BT, EERUISHE: NKRTEFEREMX FERPSH =L P,
ERA EAEHRET S, KEMR N A EE T,

R EHISEZSAHBATEEEN S KESERM?
No:

1. Air-freighted food causes immense damage to the environment through climate change and is
totally unnecessary for the diet.

ZEEYXABERERWER, MERKEN S’ BHE,

2. Air food miles rose by 136 per cent in the decade to 2002, while British farmers — who
maintain the countryside have struggled. :

7 2002 EXHEF, FEGWREH LA 136%, MBEFERMNKIKERREERE.

3. A ban would encourage people to eat with the seasons, taking advantage of nature’s supply of
local nutritious food.

B FSOE R BB /Y, BAMRAN. HFEFNEY.

Yes:

1. A ban would devastate the livelihood of more than one million poor people in the developing
world who rely on exports to survive.

# IS ERYRAERBETEZREL ORENEARRNES.

2. Air-freighting allows the supply of wonderful and fresh exotic fruits, maintaining more of their
nutrients.

FIE YNNG _ EFEERSNEK R, FFRRERESR.
Passage 3: There Are Many Good Reasons to Buy Locally Grown Food

1. Food Miles

“Food miles” (or “food kilometers”) are the distance food travels from the farm to your plate.
The concept is used to underline how far many foods are transported through global trade and the
costs of this transport, in economic, social, and environmental terms. When foods are transported long
distances, they tend to lose taste and nutrient value because of the time and conditions in transit.
Transport also consumes fuel and releases pollution. Freight transport is a key source of greenhouse
gas emissions, which are a cause of global warming. Food kilometres for a particular product can be
calculated by finding out all the locations a food is imported from along with how much comes from
each location. With this information, along with the transport distance from each of those locations,
you can calculate an average distance the product travels when it is imported. Combine this distance
with information on greenhouse gas emissions (e.g., per tonne per kilometre) and you have a good
idea of just what the pollution savings are if you eat locally!

2. You’ll get exceptional taste and freshness.

Local food is fresher and tastes better than food shipped long distances from states or countries.
Local farmers can offer produce varieties bred for taste and freshness rather than for shipping and
long shelf life. )
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3. You’ll protect the environment.

Local food doesn’t have to travel far. This reduces carbon dioxide emissions and packing
materials. Buying local food also helps to make farming more profitable and selling farmland for
development less attractive.

4. You’ll strengthen your local economy.

Buying local food keeps your dollars circulating in your community. Getting to know the
farmers who grow your food builds relationships based on understanding and trust, the foundation of
strong communities.

5. You’ll safeguard your family’s health.

Knowing where your food comes from and how it is grown or raised enables you to choose safe
food from farmers who avoid or reduce their use of chemicals, pesticides, hormones, antibiotics, or
genetically modified seed in their operations. Buy food from local farmers you trust.

6. You’ll support endangered family farms.

There’s never been a more critical time to support your farming neighbours. With each local food
purchase, you ensure that more of your money spent on food goes to the farmer and less goes in the
pockets of corporate retailers. When you buy local food, you vote with your food dollar. This
ensures that family farms in your community will continue to thrive and that healthy, flavourful,
plentiful food will be available for future generations.

7. Buying local is this easy.

® Find a farmer, farmers’ market, farm stand, or local food outlet near you.

® Shop at your local farmers’ market or farm stand for the freshest, best tasting food available.
It’s easy to find local food.

® Encourage your local grocery stores and area restaurants to purchase more of their products
from local farmers.

Words and Expressions

concept n. M antibiotic ». [PAE R, HHEE
transit n Wiz, #|iE, B8 genetically modified seed ¥ 3EEFTF
circulate v (fff) i@ corporate a. #EIH, B AL
pesticide n. A HF| retailer n BEH

hormone . [4E4K] (RIEAEKK) FIRFE, EHE thrive v Y8, M[E

1% S

1. GRARXERR, XRXESEHBRNTEEH. SCELWHNT, B REmR
“BRYER” ME, BZABERATEEHNEL.

2. XEMBEREFAIEE T H AR =M 6 KiFAL.
VERE: RZA MR PSRRI

Key ideas:
1. Local food is fresher and tastes better than food shipped long distances from states or countries.
LK@z D I E R, BRIEEAEE,

2. Local food doesn’t have to travel far. This reduces carbon dioxide emissions and packing materials.
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