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Abstract

Yan Fu is not a bypass figures for researching the role of Taoism
resources in the transformation and development of Modern China. Yan
Fu (1853 — 1921), has been thought of in Modern China as famous
thinker of the enlightenment, translator, educator, poet and political
commentator , known as the pioneer in Modern China blending Chinese—
Western thought, This paper focused on studying how Yan Fu made use
of Taoism thought resource to blend Chinese — Western thought, found
that Yan Fu tried to overlook the difference between the East and the
West,based on the standpoint of human being generally and from the
learned point of view protesting all the schools having the exclusive ori-
gin, and pondered the solution of general human question. The author
thought that publicizing the western thought just became an important
phase and the important precondition reflecting on Traditional thought,
Taoism thought being not the medium publicizing the Western thought
but the important means reflecting on Traditional thought. The author
thought that Yan tried to find the identity of Chinese — Western
thought, re— grasped the saint idea, called on and guided the social re-
form in Modern China, ultimately found the suitable way to pursue the
wealth and power of China.

The full text is divided into eight parts. In Chapter I,it mainly dis-

cussed the role of Taoist ideas as the thought resource in the history of
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cultural exchange. Firstly,it discussed about several of the main ideo-
logical types. Then it elaborated specifically the role of Taoist ideas as
the thought resource in the early days of Buddhism,Christianity,and the
modern Western Learning into China.

In Chapter I1,it mainly discussed the relations emotionally and aca-
demically between Yan Fu, as the pioneer publicizing the western
thought,and Taoism. Firstly it mainly discussed Yan Fu’s life experi-
ence and its impact on Yan Fu closing to Taoism, tried to reveal the e-
motional relations between Yan Fu and Taoism. The discussion is main-
ly highlighted through the following aspects,including sweets and bit-
ters of childhood life, proud experience while studying in England, set-
backs in his officialdom career, insipid life while teaching, the frustra-
tions of a political act, unwavering translation project. It attempted to
highlight the difficult vicissitudes of life. It had given Yan the extraordi-
nary experience with the affluent or distressed living conditions, the up
—and — down political career, the anticipant and dashed ideal, and the
complacent or decadent mentality, so as to make the psychological
groundwork closing to Taoism. Taoism provided not only the spiritual
solace but also rich thought resources. Secondly it mainly discussed the
commentary of Yan Fu on Taoist doctrines, to find the academic links
between. Yan Fu and Taoist ideas. Against the negative comments on
Lao—Tzu since Modern times Yan Fu gave the very positive affirmation
of Lao—Tzu,thought of him as the Saint and his doctrine as being pro-
found,and stuck up for Lao— Tzu with the well — thought— of Zhang—
Tzu. Meanwhile, he thought that there could be much comparability be-
tween Lao— Zhang thought and the Western thought, which embodied in

his works. In addition,at the standpoint of the Western thought such as



the theory of evolution, Yan criticized some aspects of Lao— Tzu think-
ing such as the reversal of history theory.

From Chapter [l to Chapter VI, it mainly discussed how Taoist
thought resources would be deployed in Yan Fu publicizing and blending
Chinese — Western thought. Thirdly it mainly discussed the study of
Yan Fu on the possibility blending the Chinese — Western thought, ex-

_pounded the two main basis,one affirmation that both Chinese thought
and Western thought should be involved in human beings themselves,
neither East or West, whatever wisdom or foolish, the other affirmation
that the thought evolution can follow a logic process, through reverse
back its originality,it can be found that there should be unified summum
genus. Then it mainly discussed the purpose of Yan Fu publicizing and
blending the Western thought,which it could be reflected the limitation
of the traditional thought through the dissemination and adoption of
Western ideas, then promoted the renaissance of Chinese thought. In
Chapter Il ,it mainly how Yan Fu deployed the Taoist thought resources
in publicizing the Western logic methodology. With the help of Ri—Yi
and Ri—Sun, Yan Fu expressed the image of Western logic methodology
such as induction and deduction. He particularly emphasized the impor-
tance of induction, promoting the development of the Western science.
The universal general law, the axiom, could be acquired by the induc-
tion, which function could be vividly expressed through the image of Tao
being clearer with more hairlike. Yan Fu thought that the axiom could
be identical to the Tao as the knowledge, which had been amended to be
incomprehensible and be transcendent. Through a series of transforma-
tion and relevance, Tao could be known by employing the induction,

which implied that the traditional Chinese thought could be brought into
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the application scope of Western methodology.

In Chapter [V ,it mainly discussed how Yan Fu blended Taoist na-
ture philosophy into modern Western evolutionism. Through applying
the logic process from Tao to Zi—ran, to evolution, Yan linked Taoist
nature philosophy to modern Western evolutionism,and interpreted Ta-
oist laissez — faire into obeying the evolution. There had been a clear
purpose for Yan publicizing the evolutionism to inspire the people saving
the nation. While advocating competitive world, the survival of the fit-
test,he paid well attention to the life instinct of the creature, striving for
the survival and optimizing himself, tried to waken people’s subjectivity
not only aware of the serious national crisis but also necessary to active-
ly participate in saving the nation. Based on the standpoint of evolution-
ism, Yan insisted that the law of the nature should evolve gradually
more than drastically. Although he urged social reform Yan strongly
oppose the violent revolution. While being aware of violent revolution in
the “last resort”, Yan called for minimizing the destructive effects of vi-
olent revolution and insuring the fruit of social reform.

In Chapter V,it mainly discussed how Yan Fu blended Taoist lais-
sez— faire politics into modern western democratic concepts. Social con-
tract theory protested by French enlightenment thinkers can be regarded
as the important resource of Yan’s democracy thought. The prosperity,
wealth and power of the U. K. can be thought of undoubtedly providing
a real case of democracy, which ideological background of liberalism
should be obviously convenient to Yan blending Huang — Tzu laissez—
faire politics into modern western democratic concepts. Yan commented
directly certain content as democracy. It should be emphasized In Taoist

laissez— faire politics that the government interference in individual af-




fairs should be weakened other than in modern western democracy that
the people can participate in governing the country, however, both of
them should protest protecting the right of individual freedom. There-
fore Yan described Xu or Wu,the concepts of Taoism,as the ideal form
of centralization, and expressed his doubts about Political parties. Yan
interpreted respectively An, Ping, Tai as freedom, equality and team-
work , namely his ideal of a democratic society,which can be achieved on-
ly that the most optimal intelligence and savoir—vivre come into being.
Yan thought that it should be key for the realization of democratic socie-
ty to remove the dependence on the rulers and to awaken the public in-
dependence consciousness,

In Chapter VI ,it mainly discussed how Yan Fu blended Taoist free-
ness thought into western liberalism. Freedom can be said to be the core
of Yan’s thought, there Western liberalism being amazing consistent
with Taoist thought. The biggest difference between the East and the
West is the freedom given or not. He believed that the freedom is the
nature property, which had been tabooed by the traditional Chinese
thought. Yan specializes in clarifying the meaning of Freedom, stripping
the misunderstanding of freedom and responding the criticism to {ree-
dom of traditional thinking. He made it clear that the original meaning
of freedom should be not arrested by the nonego,or self —determination
without any obstacle. The freedom of expression could consist of two
parts,one being not fetishizing the ancients and the other not bending to
the authority. He particularly highlighted the former, paid adequately
attention to two sorts of non— free state,namely Ju— Xu, Du— Shi,Su—
jiaosand the conjecture,he had repeatedly stated both the harm,and ad-

vocated a scientific methodology to correct the conjecture, called for Chi-
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