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Fundamental strokes ‘

Héng The horizontal stroke Shu  The vertical stroke
(from left to right) (from top to bottom)
- I
Pig The left descending stroke Didn The dot
V4 \
Na The right descending stroke Ti  The upcutting stroke

\ /

Zhé The bending strokes Gou The hooked strokes

g A ¥ J [ \
Rules of stroke order

First left, then right / I\

First top, then bottom R
First horizontal, then vertical I

The outside, then the inside )

J]

Close after filling the frame l m r:] F] ’—ﬂ rﬂ Iﬂ
]
Y7

first center, then sides

First the main body, then join it together

Character book /



Names of some common radicals

1 danrénpdng A person, man /k % jinzipdng 4 metal, gold 4%
4 shudngrénpdng  to pace 43 % shizipdng = god M
% nlizipdng 4 woman ) #  yizipang & clothes ik
; sa@ndidnshul K  water T & zUuzipdng & foot 7.8
A muzipdng A tree, wood ik I mdzipdng L (B&) horse A
1 ydnzipdng % words, speech & 7~ bingzipdng sickness &
2 kduzipdng mouth ok, 1 liddo 7] knife 3|
% shizipdng £ eat, food IR & fanwén X culture F 4
B rizipdng sun A + clozitéu grass VS
B muzipdng eye R #  zhazitéu #  bamboo ¥
t shuxinpdng &  heart = ~  bdogair roof R
+  titlpdng 1 earth, soil b, X Xuébdoghir X cave s
1 tishdupdng ¥ hand 37 ~  tObdogair to cover =
R zud érpdng £ hill " 2 Xuézitéu &
B youérpdng & ity A #*  chdngzitéu ¥
¥ Zizipdng F  son,child Iz ~  sidiandr X fire 3
¢  jidosipdng A silk ‘1 W& XInzidi «&  heart "
£ wangzipdng = jade i~ i_  z8uzhi & walk X
% chézipang £(%) cart % O  koéuzikudng = enclosure £
K hudzipdng % fire T
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: . Contemporary Chinese _

0.1

X = Hanzi Chinese characters

one two three
liu qr ba
7\ /b /\

six seven eight

b2y X AN

Si

four

jid

nine

Character book

R E

five



All Hanzr are composed of strokes. Here are the basic ones.

stroke direction name example
ey — Héng —

Shu o B

Pi& 2\

A

Didin >

Na AN

There are nearly 30 kinds of strokes altogether. The other strokes are based on the

basic strokes above. Here are some of them:

-
(.
-

[&

stroke direction name example
-7 Héngzhé W
L Shawan [)_B

Shuwangou ,b

Héngzhéwangou 7"(4




In each of the following lines, the first character is in the Songti form, which is the commonest

printed form. The second one is in the Zhengkdi form, which is a form used when writing with a

Chinese brush (Md@obi). The third one is the form used when writing with a pen (shduxiét)
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W= 4038 Hanzi Zhishi Points about Chinese characters

With a history of some four thousand years, Chinese characters are one of the earliest forms of
writing in the world. Chinese characters have made great contributions to the development of Chinese
civilization and are still important today.

About 60,000 Chinese characters have been used at one time or another. However, if we
eliminate alternate forms and “dead” characters no longer in use, the number being used today total
between ten and twenty thousand. But even this figure is not truly representative of the number of
characters that must be learned. In fact, 6000 characters are quite sufficient for general reading. The
characters taught here are the ones most frequently used in daily life. If you know 2400 of the most
frequently used characters, you will be able to recognize 99% of the characters you meet in most
newspapers and magazines. And if you know 3800 characters, you will be able to recognize 99.9% of

such characters.

Character book
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0.2

iX= Hanzi Chinese characters

rén da kdu zhong xido shang Xia
A K B + v E F
people big mouth middle  small above below

stroke direction name example

] ¢ Shugéu /)

Chinese character should be written in the correct stroke order. This will ensure correctness,
increase the speed of writing and be helpful when looking up characters in a dictionary. The main

rules of stroke order are:

First left, then right e.g. I\ 7\ AN

First top,then bottom &g s _—




first horizontal, then vertical e.g. + T +

“Let him come in, then close the door” e.g. Qg ! ) e L
245

First center, then sides e.g. 'J b J 'J ‘ 'J N

First the main body, then join it together e.g. ‘:P = w == ‘:'3

The rules may appear excessively complex, but stroke order can be summed up by
the first two rules: first left, then right; first top, then bottom.

zhong == o S = c{:r
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