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Hainan Island is a sea island with beautiful sights,
rich natural resources and a long history. It existed at
least 6000 years ago and people began to carry out
activities then. According to historic materials,
Hainan was under the administration of the Xiang
Prefecture in the Qin Dynasty. It was set up into to two
prefectures, Zhuya and Dan'er in the West Han
Dynasty (B.C.100) and in B.C 46, the emperor Yuan
substituted the Zulu County for the two prefectures. In
the Nanbei Dynasty, emperor Liangwu established the
system "zhou" for Hainan and it is called Ya Zhou.
Two prefectures, Linzheng and Zuya, were set up in
the Shui Dynasty. In the Tang Dynasty, Yazhou,
Qongzhou, Zhengzhou, Dangzhou and Wanzhou
were founded. In the Ming Dynasty, Hainan was
called Qongzhoufu, with Dangzhou, Wanzhou,
Yazhou and 10 counties under its administration.
Qongyadao was set up in 1912 and Haikou was
established as a city in 1926. In 1948, Hainan Special
Administrative Area was founded, which was directly
under the State Administrative Council. Hainan
Administrative Office was set up in 1951. Hainan Li
and Miao Autonomous Region was founded in 1952
and then changed into Hainan Li and Miao
Nationalities Prefecture in 1955, In 1984, Haian
Administrative Area was founded. Hainan was
established as a province, with Haikou being the
capital and the island of Hainan was proclaimed a

Special Economic Zone in 1988,

Geography

is located in the southernmost part of

China. Consist

g of the primary island of Hainan, and
Xisha, Zhongsha, Nansha islands and it's coastal areas, it
has a land area of 33,900 square kilometers and a sea
area of 2,100,000 square kilometers. Though Hainan is
the smallest land province, it is the largest sea province
in China. Hainan Island is the main land body of Hainan
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province and second largest island in China. Hainan
island has an advantageous geographic location, as it
faces Leizhou Penisula
across the Qiongzhou Strait in the north and it faces
Vietnam in the west, across Beibu Bay. It has also been
a neighbor of Lusong Island of the Philippines in the
east and faces countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia in

of Guangdong province

the south and is tightly grouped with the islands of the
South Sea. Hainan Island is a vaulted mountain,
which is high in the middle, with lower elevations on
it's surrounding areas. It's coastline is 1,528
kilometers long, with sandy beaches from hundreds to
thousands of meters in width. Many swimming areas
are less than 2 meters deep, with bottoms full of sand,
as far as 200 meters out
temperature of the sea water is usually 18-30 degrees
centigrade.

from the shore. The

Climate
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Hainan has a monsoon and maritime climate. The
annual temperature is 23.8 degrees centigrade and the
annual rainfall is 1500 to 2000 millimeters. The high
monthly average temperature is 25-28 degrees
centigrade, with the low average temperature above 10
degrees centigrade most of the year ,as the sun shines
12 hours of the day .Light and get are so plentiful in
Hainan, that crops which love heat, can grow actively
all year round. All seasons in Hainan are like spring.
You will never feel too hot in summer or too cold in
winter the bright green plants attract you wherever you
go and the air is very fresh. More than 50 percent of the
land is covered by forest .Hainan is famed as a good
place to go to ,with longevity of life, and an island that
hasn't been polluted. She is famous as a resort for
staying away from the cold in winter, with swimming
and vacation traveling all year long!

People
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Hainan is a multi-nationalities province with 37
nationalities live in the island of which the Han, Li,
Miao and Hui have been living in the island for several
generations and Han is the most populous one. Among
the minor nationalities, Li nationality has the most
population of 60,000 which makes up 15.55% of the
population of Hainan, and they are the earliest
residents in Hainan Island. Hainan Island is the only
distribution for Li nationality in China, Wuzhi
Mountain is originally the district where most of the Li
Nationality lived. Miao nationality has a population of
about 60,000, most of them live deeply into the
mountains especially in Qiongzhong and Baoting
County with their customs of life partly affected by the
Christian religion. Hui nationality has a population of
about 10,000, having been living in Hainan Island for
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more than 700 years and most of them live in Yanglan
Town of Sanya City with the tradition of Islam
remained in many aspects of there life.
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Cultural Life
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Hainan Island has a long history with many different
nationalities immigrating to the Island, which has
resulted in a rich diverse island culture with many
different nationalities represented. The mixing of
different customs has come together to create a truly
unique and unforgettable experience for anyone
spending time on the Island. There are many special
fiestivals m Haiman, such as the Junpo Festival to pay
respects to National Heroes: The Fucheng Flower
Exchange Festival and the Sanyuesan Festival for the
young people to find their loved ones; The Festival of
Song Contest in Danzhou for people to express their
Joy for life, Hainan's traditional operas include the
Qiong Opera and Lin'gao puppet shows. These and
many more provide a wide range of events that reflects
on the rich cultural experience, and lets you enjoy the
genuine friendliness of the people here on Hainan.

Festivals
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On Hainan Island, people of different nationalities
live in harmony. Their cultural life is varied and
colorful and features lots of simple customs. Like
people in other parts of China, they enjoy the Spring
Festival, the Lantern Festival and the Dragon Boat
Festival, ete. In addition, Hainan's major festivals also
include some local ones.
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Junpo Festival
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A large-scale activity held by people of different
districts in Hainan for the purpose to memorize a
national heroine called Madam Xian, who contributed
a lot to the development and the nation unity of Hainan.
It lasts from the 9th day to the 12th day of the 2nd

lunar month every year.
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Hainan International Coconut Festival
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Held between March and April every vear, it is a
large-scaled comprehensive public occasion that
Hainan Province has adopted to promote economic and
cultural interactions with international communities.

FFE 390 R 38R A 5

Flower-exchange Festival in Fucheng Town
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On the fifteenth day of the first lunar month every
year, the Fucheng Town of Qiongshan City is
immersed in the sea of flowers. When street lights turn
on, people go out on streets and start presenting flowers
to each other as a gift with best wishes for the new year.
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International Wedding Festival

From the 18th to the 215t of November every vear,
couples from all over the world will gather at the
famous Tianya Haijiao near Sanya City to celebrate
their new marriage or wedding anniversaries. When
referred to love and marriage, Tianya Haijiao in
Chinese implies eternal relationship. It means that the
sea and the sky, the stones and the mountains will all
act as the witness of love, The intemational wedding
ceremony is highlighted with various interesting
activities.
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Danzhou Sing-along on the Moon Festival
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The young men and women in the northern part of
Danzhou City regard the Moon Festival (on the
fifteenth day of the eighth lunar month) as the best day
to pray for love and happiness and consider that songs
can best express their feelings. So when the day comes,
they will go up to a nearby hill, men on one side and
women on the other, and sing. Each singer has a
challenger of opposite sex. Their songs are in local
dialect. When both of them are satisfied with cach
other's singing, a love story has well begun,

8 4
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Sanyuesan Festival
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Traditionally, it was a special occasion (on the third
day of the third lunar month of the year) for the
unmarried young men and women of Li and Miao
nationalities to celebrate new life and pray for love and
happiness. Today it has become a public ceremony for
all Li and Miao people to entertain themselves with
songs, dances and sport activities.
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Hainan's Tourist Resources
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Clean Environment, Even Cleaner Air

Hainan Island is said to be one of the purest Islands
that has not been polluted like many other Islands. Itisa
wonderful place where tourists can come and enjoy a
great vacation. The air is among the purest and cleanest
anywhere, which comes as no surprise since there is
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forest covering 51% of the Island, along with the rich
plant life and abundant natural resources. There are
many very well known forests which include the
Bawang, Diaoluo, Wuzhi and Jianfeng Mountain
Forests. In these areas there are over 4200 different
types of plants, out of those there are 630 which only
grow here in Hainan, and 20 of the plants are listed on
the national protected list because of how rare they are.
There are also 561 different types of wild animals, of
which 13 are on the national first class protection list..
The safety and well being of these animals is very
important, which is the reason for the set up of many
wild animal preservation zones or special places where
animals are not only protected, but can also be enjoyed
by tourists.

HEEE
Tropical Beaches




T'he natural tropical seaside scenery is the most
beautiful charming on the Hainan island, Along the
coast, you can enjoy blue sea water which extends to
the end of the earth, flat, white, and soft sand, coconut
trees which dance in the scaside breeze and boats

: between blue sky with white cloud and

blue sea. In the seaside area, you can also watch sunrise
at dawn, go fishing in the evening and listen to the
tender sound of waves at night. At present, many

seaside tourism zones have established a series of

complete tourist facilities which are equiped in
international standard, such as holiday hotels, beach
sports, bathes beach, submarine sightseeing,
performing houses up the sea, musical fountain

squares and shops, etc.
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Fascinating Customs of Minority Nationalities
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Hainan Island is inhabited by many nationalities,
Apart from the Han nationality, which is of the largest
population, Hainan's minority nationalities are mainly
Li, Miao and Hui. The minority people still keep simple
traditional customs in their life today.

The Li nationality has a population of 1,172,800,
They are the earliest residents on Hainan Island. The Li
peaple like to wear pulled-on-over-head garments that
are very much like a normal "T" shirt today and women
like to wear colorful tbular skirts, They eat simple
food and one of the special local flavours is the bamboo
rice (cooked in bamboo tubes). Young people of Li
enjoy freedom to choose their spouses and due 1o the
traditional custom, tend to get married at an early age.
A young wife will stay with her own parents until she
has bome a child. "Sanyue San" is Li's traditional
festival during which young men and young women
pray for love and happiness. On that day. they put on
splendid dresses and express their feelings by singing
and dancing. They don't give an end to their celebration
until late at night.

The Miao nationality's native place is believed to be
in mountainous areas of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region and Guizhou and Hunan provinces. Their
ancestors came to Hainan as an army in the Wanli year
in the Ming Dynasty. Most of the Miao people in
Hainan today live in the mountainous areas of the
central part of the island like their forefathers did.
Women often wear pulled-on-over-head long coats and
short skirts, with heads wrapped in towels and legs
wrapped in cloth. Men often wear long-sleeve and
round-collar coats and their trousers are usually with
wide legs. To entertain their guests, the Miao family
will often prepare three-color rice for the dinner.
According to Miao's tradition, young men and young
women express their passionate feelings by pinching
the beloved and offer a marriage with songs. The
deeper their love is, the harder the pinch will be. To
keep a husband living in the household of the bride's
parents is a common practice among the Miao people.
Like the Li nationality, they also celebrate the Sanyue
San festival on the third day of the third lunar month
every year.

The Hui nationality is also an important peaple
living in Hainan. Someone says that the ancestors of the
Hui nationality came from Vietnam by boat as refugees
in Song and Yuan dynasties while others believe that
the local Hui people are descendants of ancient
Persians who came to do business with Chinese. The
Hui people in Hainan today live together in Yanglan
Town of Sanya City. They believe in Islam, write in
Arabic, use Islamic calendar, speak their own language
and have their own festivals like Lasser Bairam and
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Corban. Generally speaking, they can only choose a
spouse in the Islamic clan. When in worship, they dress
themselves white and read aloud the Koran just as do
any other Islamic communities in the world.
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Hot Springs
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In ancient times, having a hot-spring bath was the
special enjoyment of high officials and noble lords. But
today, in Hainan, it has been one of the relaxations for
the public. Natural hot springs can be found all over
Hainan Island. Most of them are rich in minerals and
thus have a proven curative effect on hypertension,
rheumarthritis, skin diseases. neurasthenia, insomnia,
ete. To make full use of the local hot spring resources, a
number of holiday and recuperation resorts have heen
established. All those resorts have such facilities as
modern hotels, entertainment installations,
gymnasiums, recuperation setups and fabulous
restaurants. All in all, Hainan is just an ideal place
where you can relax yourself both mentally and
physically.
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Scenic Spots of Historical Interest
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Being an island with a long history, Hainan remained
isolated from the outside world for thousands of years,
and thus was sometimes considered very mysterious. A
great many spots of a legendary nature have been left
over to the present, which have become major
attractions to tourists. In ancient times, Hainan island
was regarded as the remotest corner of the earth, and
therefore an piece of uncultivated wild land ideal for
emperors to send banished officials. To commemorate
deeds of these often good-hearted and honest officials in
Hainan, local people built such temples as the Five
Officials Temple, the Memorial Hall for Sushi, and
preserved carefully the houses they lived in, which now
have become key spots of historical interests. The Song
dynasty witnessed a great progress in Hainan's
education, which resulted in the appearance of some
famous scholars and officials such as Qiujun, Wangzhuo
and Hairui. Their homes , studies or tombs have also
been well preserved. In modern times, Hainan people's
fighting for freedom and liberation was an important
part of the Chinese revolution . Today, some historic
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sites reflecting that part of history, such as the Xiuying
Ancient Battery, Site of the former Headquarters of the
Communist army in Hainan, Feng Baiju( an red army
general)'s Former Residence, Madam Song Qingling's
Ancestral House, Statue of the Red Woman Army, and
Cape of Lingao (where the PLA landed when liberating
Hainan) ,ete., have become places of keen interest for
many visitors to Hainan,
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Hainan is attractive to many tourists not only for its
beautiful natural scenery, but also for its excellent food.
Food in Hainan, especially the sea food, is featured oy
its freshness, richness and reasonably low prices.
You can taste all kinds of delicious dishes virtually any
time of the day in hotels restaurants, and the ivvely
out-door gears. In Hainan, you will always have a
chance to taste great sea food with incredibly low
prices. People from Beijing would fly to Hainan just
for a day of sea food and then they would say that their
air-ticket costed no money considering the prices they
will pay for the same meal in Beijing. Wenchang
Chicken, Jiaji Duck, Dongshan Goat and Hele Crab are
the four most famous dishes in Hainan, then you have
the various local snacks full of unique Hainan flavors,
such as Hainan Noodles, Hainan Chicken Rice and
Dongshan Pancakes. Since Hainan became a province
and a Special Economic Zone, all kinds of Chinese
food as well as foreign food flowed into Hainan with a
new wave of immigrants from all parts of the country,
making Hainan a truly dinning paradise!.
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Meeting guesis in the morning in Haikou, Wugong Temple-East Suburbh Coconut Trees-
Wangquan River-Dongshan Ridge. Residein Xinglong.

Xinglong Tropical Garden ar Tropical Botanical Garden-Mondkey Islet-Yalong Bay-Dg
Glancing Back Park. Reside in Sanya.

Nanshan Culrural Tourist Area-Tianyva Tropical Marine Zoo-Tianya Haifiao. Residein Pngza.
China National Cultural Village-Fenglin Deer Farm. Seeoff in Haikou.
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Meeting Guests at noon in Haikou, Wugong Temple-Hainan Deer Farm-East Suburb Coconuf
Trees-Wanguan River Reside in Qionghai.

Dongshan Ridge or Baishi Ridge-tropical Garden or Tropical Botanical Botanical Garden-
Yalong Bay-Tianya Haijiao. Residein Sanva.

Nanshan Cultural Tourisi Area-China Nanshan Cultural Village . Reside in Tongza

Crateror Dongshan Lake Tropical Wild Animal Park. Seeoff in Haikou.
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Meeting guests in the afternoon in Haikow. Wugong Temple-Wanguan River.

Residein Qionghai.

Dongshan ridge-Tropical Garden or Tropical Botanical Garden-Yaling Bay-

Dadong Sea. Residein Sanya.

Deer Glancing Back Park-Tianya Haijiao-Nanshan Cultural Tourist Area. Reside

in Tongza.

Ckm.u ’\"uurmaf Cultural Village or National Museum-Dongshan Lake Tropical
: 'k or Crater. Seeoff in Haikou.

Meeting guests in the _ffm noon in Haikow Wagong Temple-Hairui Tomb-Holiday
Beach Water World. Reside in Haikou.

EastSuburb Coconut Trees-Wanguan River-Dongshan Ridge. Reside inXinglong,
Tropical Garden or Tropical Botanical Garden- Yalong Bay-Deer Dancing Back
Park-Nanshan Cultural Tourist Area.ResideinSanya

Tianya Haijiao-China National Cultural Village See off in Haikou.
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Meeting guests in the morning in Haikou Wugong Temple-East Suburb Coconut Trees-
Wanquan River-Dongshan River-Dongshan Ridge-Tropical Garden or Trapical Garden
Residein Xinglong.

Deer Glancing Back Park-Tianya Haijiao-Tiaova Tropical Marine Botanical Gardg
Nanshan Cultural Area. Residein Sanya.

Yalong Bay-China National Cultural Village-National Museum. Reside in Tongza,

FengnuDeer Farm-Crater- Holiday Beach Water World, Reside in Haikou.
Haiidomh See off
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Meeting guests at noon in Haikou. Wugong Temple-East Suburb Coconut Trees-Wanguan
River-Baishi Ridge. Residein Qionghai

Dongshan Ridge- Tianya Haijiao-Nanshan Cultural Tourist A rea. Reside in Sanya.

Deer Glancing Back Park-Yalong Bay-Tongza China National Cultural Village-National
Museum, Reside in Tongza,

Fengmu Deer Farm-Dongshan Lake Wild Animai Park-Holiday Beach Water World. Reside
inHaikou,

Hairui Tomb_ See off.
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Meeting guests in the afternoon in Haikon. Wugong Temple-Hainan Deer Farm-East Suburb
Coconut Trees. Reside in Wenchang.
Wanquan River-Dongshan Ridge-Tropical Garden or Tropical Botanical Garden-Southeast
Asia Flavor Village. Reside in Xinglong.

Monkey Islet-Yalong Bay- Tianya Haijiao-Tianya Tropical Marine zoo-Deer Glancing Bg
Park, Residein Sanya,
Nanshan Cultural Tourist Area-Datianpo Deer-Two Tropical Crops Institutes Bofl
Garden. Reside in Danzho.

el [Crocodile Zoo-Crater. Seeoff in Haikou.

Meeting guests in the morning in HaikowDongzai Port Red Trees-East Suburb Coconut
Trees-Wanquan River-Baishi Ridge. Reside in Qionghai

Tropical Garden or Tropical Botanical Garden-Diaolulshan Tropical Rainforest. Reside
inDiaoluoshan.

Yalong Bay-Nanshan Cultural Tourist Areq- Tianya Tropical Marinezoo-Tianya Haijiae,
ResideinSanya.

Wuzhi Mountain. Reside in Hainan Wuzhi Mountain International Holiday village.
Dongshan Lake Trapical Wild Animal Park. See off in Haikeu,
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