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Leading In and Exploring the Topic

Have you ever seen the famous movie The Wizard of Oz ( (EFlIEEY )? In it, the main
character, Dorothy, gets lost in a storm and spends all her time trying to get back homé to her

. fémily. She makes new friends and has adventures, but she is still desperate to be back where

~ she belongs. Do you ever feel this way? “There’s no place like home,” Dorothy says. Where
do you feel most at home?
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- Exploring the Topic

You are at college, away from home. You must be missing your home and your parents,
perhaps more than ever. The present text shows that people in the United States have the same
thoughts and feelings about home as we Chinese do. Furthermore, the text makes us think
more of the meaning of home. Now think over the following questions.

Please notice that the following questions are open-ended with no right or wrong
answers. Work in pairs and ask each other the questions, while checking (+') the answers and/
or providing your own in the blanks.

1. What come(s) to mind when you hear the word “home”?

2. What does staying with your parents mean to you?

- S— i
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v ; ®
did your parents §upi30rt and help-you when you weré in trouble?
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SECTION
Reading Through

| Text BN
I Am Home

®Para 1 I grew up on a farm with a huge family. There was lots of love, lots of space and lots
to do. From gardening in the greenhouse to chasing our old goose, feeding the goats
to gathering the cattle, the word “bored” never found its way into my vocabulary.
The work for us was a labor of love.

®Para2 My family and I were very close, spending most nights playing games or telling
stories until it was time to go to bed. Falling asleep was never a problem for me. I
just listened to the sounds of singing birds and dreamed of another day on the farm.
This was my life, and I knew I was lucky.

®ara3 When I was 12, though, something terrible happened that would change my life
forever. My father suffered a serious heart attack and was diagnosed with heart
disease. The doctors informed my dad that he would need to change his lifestyle
completely, which meant no more farming life. We were forced to sell our home and
move west.

®ara4 The dry Arizona air was good for my father, and I was adjusting to a new school,
new friends and a new way of living. While my surroundings were different and
strange, they were also exciting and ‘
fun. As fate would have it, my life
would soon change again, and in a
very big way.

Para 5  One day, a personal manager from
Los Angeles came up to me and

asked if I had ever thought about

being an actress. The idea had never
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Para 6

Para 7

Para 8

Para 9

®Para 10

|
-

crossed my mind. After talking it over with my parents, we decided that my mother
and I would move to Los Angeles for a while and give it a shot.
Thank goodness my mother was right by my side from the very start. Together, we
approached it like an adventure. When my first film was a success, my mother and
I both decided that it was time for her to depart and resume her life in Arizona. The
little girl from the farm was disappearing and being replaced by a woman in the big
city.
I truly loved my job and was treated like a queen. And yet, something was missing.
Slowly, a dark veid found its way into my heart and began to eat away at my
happiness.
I tried to figure out what was missing. I tried working harder, then working less. I
made new friends and lost touch with old ones. Nothing I did seemed to fill the void.
I tried to remember when I was happiest. I asked myself what was important to me.
Finally, I had the answer. I knew what I had to do to be happy. Once again, my life
was about to change.
I called my mother and father and said, “I miss you so much. I need my parents back.
I’'m buying a place out here and I want you to move to California.” My father wasn’t
too keen on the idea of being back in the rat race, but I assured him that this time
it would be nothing like that. So we began looking for a place just like I remember
growing up in.
Then one day we found it: the perfect home, nestled in a warm and sunny valley
with pear trees in the yard. The move renewed my family’s happiness; the dark void
in me began to disappear; and a sense of balance returned to my soul. I was home,
again.

(Words: 582)
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greenhouse /'gri:nhaus/ n [ClHEE; RE
* chase /tfers/ v.1B&; Bf

n [C]1B&; B

goose /guis/ n. [C] () 78




cattle /'keetl/ n. (pl. cattle) 4=

*bored /boxd/ adj. RITRT; RRILERAY
labor /'letba(r)/ n. (labour BrE)
L[UIEH: 3 2. [ULA
asleep /'slizp/ adj. EEE )
attack /o'tzek/ n 1. [Cl9R% 2.[C; U] ik
v. Bt
* diagnose /'darognouz/ vt. LW (50%) s 20T (JR1ER)
surroundings /s3'raundinz/ n. (plural) R EIRIEYy, i
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*void /vord/ n. [C; singular] ZX R, K&
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pear /pea(r)/ n [C13L () ‘
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soul /saul/ n [C] R3l; LR
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