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The King's Four Wives

Once upon ‘a time there was a rich king who had four
wives in a flourishing kingdom. He loved his fourth wife the
most and adorned her with riches.® He also loved his third
wife and was always showing her off to neighboring king-
doms. However, he always feared that she would leave him.
His second wife was kind and considerate and he trusted this
female friend and advisor in difficult times. Wife number
one® was devoted and loyal and although she loved him deep-
ly, he was not so interested and tended to ignore her.

One day, the king fell ill with cancer;® despite the di-
verse therapies he received and the many vitamins and medici-
nal compounds he took® at regular intervals to supplement
his daily diet, the invisible virus of the disease had invaded
the vital organs in his body and all efforts to restore his
health had failed. The king reckoned he was doomed. He
thought of his luxurious life and feared being alone when he
died. He removed the crown from his head and asked his
fourth wife in a most serious tone, “I have loved you the
most and provided you with the finest clothing and showered
great care over you. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me
and keep me company?”®“No way!” she replied and walked
away without another word. The sad king then asked the
third wife, “I have loved you all my life. Now that I'm dying,
will you follow me and keep me company?” “No!” she replied.
“Life is too good! When you die, I'm going to remarry!”

He then asked the second wife, “I have always turned to
you for help and you've always been there for me. When I
die, will you follow me and keep me company?” “I'm sorry, I
1

can’t help you out this time!” she replied. “Ar the very

most® , 1 can help with your funeral. ”
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Then a voice called out to the king in his sadness: “I’ll
leave with you and follow you no matter where you go.” The
king looked up and there was his first wife who was kneeling
down. She was so skinny and undernourished. Greatly
grieved, the king said, “I should have taken much better care
of you wh{en I had the chance!”

In truth, we all have four wives in our lives. Our fourth
wife is’ our body. No matter how much time and effort we
use® in making it look good, it’ll leave us when we die. Our
third wife is our possessions, status and wealth., When we
die, it’ll all go to others. Our second wife is our family and
friends. No matter how much they have been there for us,
the furthest they can stay by us is up to the grave. And our
first wife is our soul, often neglected in pursuit of wealth,
power and pleasure.® However, our soul is the only thing
that will follow us wherever we go.

The moral: Look after your body and keep it healthy so
you can live life to its fullest. Enjoy your possessions and the
comfort they provide. Cherish your friends and family and
the love they provide. But don’t forget to nourish your soul—
it is the source of all your life and your most faithful friend.

(556 words)

cancer [ 'kensa] n. i, #E :

company [ 'kampeni] n. A #; BEE; (—) B,
(=B, (=K i, B ‘

compound [ 'kompaund] n. IRE& Y, L&YW
a. BEH

considerate [ kon'sidorit] a. % [& J& | i)

crown [kraun] n. E&, & . ME

despite [dis'pait] prep. A&, RE, Rit

devote [di'vout] vi. AT, #t&

devotion [di'voufon] n. #E, # A

diet ['daiot] n. H#IKE

disease [di'ziz] n. %5

&g~ 4

. diverse [di'vais, dai'vais] a. RFEIH), 2L H

doom [dum] n. JEiZ, BK, ST

faith [feio] n. 5/, 54, £
faithful ['feioful] a. SF{5 H, BLHY, ATHEK

n. fRHE

 female ['fimeil] n. %#, LA a. fbedy
 flourish ['floxrif, 'flarif] vi. %3, K&

. funeral ['fjumoral] n. AL, HiZE

grave [greiv] n. BEJT, BE

- grief [grif] ». 5, GioE, R

~grieve ['griv] v. ()FER, ()G, G
ignore [ig'no:] vt. ANEEER, ZH
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interval ['intovel] n. [AIF&, PERY; FRIKE

invade [in'veid] v. RH%, R%%; HH

invasion [in'veizon] n. A{@

invisible [in'vizobl] a. B R WA, FTI% K

irregular [i'regjula] a. AL A, ALK

kneel [ni:l] vi. BT

loyal ['loiel] a. B¥EAY, B0

loyalty ['loiolti] 7. Bk, B>

luxurious [lag'zjuarias] a. F& 1, FEHEK

luxury ['lagzeri, 'lakferi] n. Ef%, £ R

male [meil] a. BH##H

neglect [ni'glekt] n. /v. Z8, B2, W

no mater how A4, Tif

nourish [ 'narif] ve. W3, f#fEH:

organ ['ogen] n. Jff; HLH, HLK; #FE

possess [pa'zes] vt. 5K, A, HAH

- possession [pa'zefon] n. WA, LA, ik 8
+, Gi; M=

provide [pra'vaid] v. ftR;, HE4y, &

pursue [ pa'sjur] vt. JB#E, BEE; N

adorn [o'domn] v, %4
cherish ['tferi[] vt. %, M (FHEE)
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 GENERAL SENSE

BEIMNEET

AXBIEMAMTE, BAOSE M> REXRRHURALEHEEH DN
22T, FBIXAFFE ' BE"ARFHZHARNORIAGERE: ¥ TF2E, it
EMLEBRNACEFRNTE; IME RENFEUISE
BRMECTEAHIARE: RNMORENPLAEMS, RSORBRERNTE; X
Bl, ERMNEXVE RANRFHESEHBANRAT S AERERMN. AXF
NZHRECHRA. RARRTREGTHERAN—PARBRNBR. "

BNmEEBHE,

- tend [tend] vi. #M, fEAER
. tendency [ 'tendonsi] n. 4, 5[

reckon [ 'rekan] v. ANy, fhiit; A, HE; 0l
®

- regular ['regiulo] a. LM KY; ZH M, EHH

ad. % H

- restore [ri'stor] vt. W&, HiEE; HE, &;

s, B8

skinny ['skini] a. FZ B, IR AY; BORAY
. status ['steitas] n. By, L, R

supplement ['saplimont] n. %bj#t, #b7E; M %
B v #FE
v, BRE, 3

therapy [ '0eropi] n. 8T
tone [toun] n. Fi#, F&, B EX

. undernourished [ anda'narifd] a. EF AR
! virus ['vaioras] n. %3

visible [ 'vizobl] . HE WA, BHEBR, BEK

o vital ['vaitel] a. AFEM KR, ERH, EXEE

3]
vitamin [ 'vaitemin, 'vitemin] n. 4Eflify, 4E4 K

pursuit [pa'sjut] 7. B




