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Young Student Abroad

In January [ arrived in America with my family. Even though
I had not taken any of the TOEFL tests. 1 was able to go to a
public clementary school. We did not have to pay to go to that
school.

As soon as I saw the school, I realized how different it was
from a Chinese school.

In China, you are met by imposing ( % ¥ #;) doors and
concrete walls(7KiR3%), whereas the American school was inviting
with only buildings. On the front of the main building was written
“Lee Elementary School —1904”. Wow! I bet it was an old school
over 100 years. Surrounding the main building were five trailers.
One of them was my classroom 5T. The “T” stood for Toalson,
who was my fifth grade teacher.

I received a warm welcome from my teacher. She said, “Hi,
Mary! We welcome you to our classroom.” Mrs. Toalson had
short blonde hair and was wearing jeans and tennis shoes. Chinese
teachers would never dress this casually at school!

With this welcome I walked into the trailer. The floor was
covered with a clean rug. In the front was the overhead and two
blackboards. There were two walls covered with pictures and
information about some famous people. In the middle of the
classroom there were five or six tables, and at the rear was a table
that had computers. a microwave and photographs of Mrs.

Toalson’s family on it! I later realized that it was Mrs. Toalson’s
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office! Even more amazing, in the corner of the classroom there
was a red bathtub(G&4c) and inside were pillows(#t k) !

I estimated there were about 20 kids in my class, not even
half of my former class in China! Gosh! The kids were only black
and Caucasian. There weren’t any other Asian students except
me!

Outside it was snowing. However my classmates were only
wearing T-shirts! The classroom had central heating. No wonder
it was so hot! I was wearing a big coat! Mrs. Toalson led me to
another corner of the classroom, and opened a door — it was the
cloak closet(#£ & £), and on the hook (& #§44) hang everybody’s
coats and backpacks. She carefully helped me put my backpack
and coat on a hook that has a sticker(£54%) with my name on it.

Mrs. Toalson showed me to my seat. A girl who was sitting at
my table said “Hi” to me. Her name was Regina, and she was
from Ukraine. Her eyes were like diamonds and she had shiny
blonde(43%#9) hair. I had met her at a party two days ago.

My teacher decided to let Regina showed me around the
school. Only the fourth and fifth grades and the music room were
in the trailers, with all other grades being in the main building.
The gym, library, principal’s office, art room, computer room,
and bathrooms were also in the main building.

During my first morning, we had Math, PE, and Science
classes. We didn’t even have a break! I wondered why?

Noon arrived soon. Mrs. Toalson said to us, “Guys, line up
for bathroom break please!” All the kids stood up and went
outside.

I didn’t know what “bathroom break” meant. Was it break



