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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in
successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 12 historic cultural villages for the first time; now a great number of villages
are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic villages to a new
high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic villages
are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and
nationalities. Quite a few famous villages have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features,
which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and villages, and the protection and rational
development of historic and cultural villages are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing
of this Series Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Villages is that we would like, through introducing the
historical and cultural essence of these famous villages and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to

intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous villages.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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Famous Villages of Yuyuan & Guodong

The famous historical and cultural villages of Yuyuan and
Guodong are both under the jurisdiction of Wuyi County,
Zhejiang Province, and are located approx 20km southwest and
8km southeast of the county respectively.

According to records, in the Southern Song Dynasty a
Hangzhou native by the name of Yu De worked as Confucianism
Teaching Official of Songyang County and died at his post, his
son Yu Yi escorted father's coffin back to Hangzhou and put up
for the night here, when the coffin was twined by a wisteria. Yu
Yi held that it's a holy place here and bought a land to bury his
father here. The tomb guarding descendents married native
females to multiple offspring and they built the place gradually
into a large village later, with their today's descendants being of
the thirtieth generation; since the place here is the ancestry land
of Clan Yu, hence the name Yuyuan (Source of Yu). Up to the
Ming Dynasty, the construction of the village had been
designed anew by Liu Bowen, the classmate of Yu Lai from
Yuyuan and the state-founding counselor, in compliance with
the celestial star images, to set a land in the pattern of a huge
taiji (Supreme Pole) with a diameter of 320m and an area of
120mu; the 28 ancient buildings inside the village were
arranged in conformity to celestial constellations, with the
“Qixing (Seven Star) Pond” and “Qixing (Seven Star) Well™ for
fire preventing and evil subduing purposes set inside the village,
50 Yuyuan is also called Taiji Star Image Village.

Yuyuan has numerous cultural relics and historic sites, and its
ancient building group is a cultural relic under the State-level
protection; the Dongzhu (Cave Host) Temple from the Song
Dynasty, the Lishe (Ferry Benefiting) Bridge from the Yuan
Dynasty, the ancient stage from the Ming Dynasty and the
horizontal board with characters meaning “Benefiting
Travelers” of the Wanchun (Myriad Spring) Hall from the Qing
Dynasty all prove the long history of Yuyuan. The now existing
ancient civilian residences, ancestral temples, shops, religious
temples, private schools and so on are mostly of large scale with
exquisite decorations and ornaments of frescos, wood carvings,
brick carvings and stone carvings made with superb
craftsmanship excelling nature. Yuyuan is a place paying great
attention to culture, in the two dynasties of Ming and Qing, it
offers 293 successful candidates from the national civil service
recruitment examinations at different levels; and a kind of
folkway culture of “shouldering table stage” originating from
the period of late Ming and early Qing has been handed up down
till today.

The earliest ancestor of Guodong may date back to He

Zhizhong the Prime Minister of the Song Dynasty, in the third
year of the Zhiyuan Period of the Yuan Dynasty (1337), the
descendants of Clan He imitated the “Palatial Classical
Figures™ to construct their village, by building city walls to
form a pass and building Huilong (Dragon Returning) Bridge to
collect spiritual energy and hide geomantic auspices, and by
planning civilian residences and passageways as well as
cleverly setting seven-star well to form a dwelling environment
with “hills surrounding as external city walls and interior
secluding as a cave”, hence the name of Guodong (External City
Walls Formed Cave)”, and is reputed as the “first geomantic
auspice village south of Yangtze”. The ancient Village of
Guodong is also a folkway culture village, a scenic site area at
Zhejiang provincial level, and a provincial-level historical and
cultural area under protection.

Up till today Guodong still has preserved a great number of
ancient buildings from the Ming and Qing dynasties. The Ming
Dynasty pillars and girders of primeval simplicity and
magnificence as well as the Qing Dynasty corbels with fine
sculptures and carvings can be seen everywhere here. What
makes one much more interested is the overall layout of
Guodong; Guodong is made up of the two connected villages of
Guoshang (Upper Guo) and Guoxia (Lower Guo), which looks
in a flat long double-fish shape; the roads inside are paved
orderly with pebbles that are fit for use rain or shine. There are
six wells, with the Guoshang and Guoxia having three of them
each. Inside the village here are Ancestral Temple of Clan He
and four halls dotted in the upper, middle and lower three parts
of the village, and villagers may hold their worshiping as well
as wedding and funeral ceremonies in nearby, as if the founder
ancestors of Guodong had known “environmental protection™
and “planning” in their days.

The protection of the ancient villages of Yuyuan and Guodong
has a long history; either the protection of the ancient buildings,
or the protection of the environment has its own specific
characteristics, so both the two villages have been included by
the State in the List of First-Batch Historical and Cultural
Famous Villages of China.
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Lofty halls and deluxe houses are the pride of Yuyuan
people, up to now Yuyuan has preserved more than a
thousand ancient buildings. As for the architectural
pattern, except those lining along streets that are in the

shape of character'—", others are mostly of two or three
rows deep, in the pattern of halls being in front and
towers in rear as well as wing rooms on both left and right.
Those of larger scales have also attached houses, private

schools, libraries, gardens, etc.

HEZE IR BE Ancient buildings
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Horizontal board with the
personal inscription of Yan Ne

iy G52 #i]  Ancestral Temple of Clan Yu
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First built in the years of the Hongwu Period of the Ming Dynasty, it was
the Yu Lai Temple built by the son of Yu Lai, and was named Xiaosi (Piety
Thoughts) Nunnery. In the first year of the Longging Period (1567) was
rebuilt into the Ancestral Temple of Clan Yu, there has been preserved
till today the horizontal board there with the personal inscription of Yan
Ne from Changshu the successful candidate out of the imperial civil
service recruitment examination in the twentieth year under the reign of
Emperor Jiajing of the Ming Dynasty and Minister of Personnel as well
as Academician of Hall of Military Prowess. Fivebay wide and three rows
of courtyards, the Temple of Clan Yu has its entrance hall in the first row,
its central hall in the second row, and its enshrining palace in the third
row, with a total area of 3,196 square meters. Sturdy pillars and thick
girders as well as thin bricks and superimposed tiles are one of its
architectural characteristics.
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