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Abstract

This book concentrates on the Chinese Buddhist—Chris-
tian encounter in the first half of the 20th century, particularly
in the Republican period (1911-1949). At that time China was
in a turbulent political situation with radical social and cul-
tural changes. This is an important period for the subsequent
cultural, political and social development of China, including
the encounter between Chinese Christianity and Buddhism.
This book attempts to investigate various issues related to the
history of Buddhist—Christian encounter in China, including
the nature of the encounter, the political, social and cultural
circumstances of the encounter, and the influences the encoun-
ters had on the contemporary generation. Also discussed are
both the positive and negative impacts of such encounter on
the present-day development of Chinese Christian theology,
Chinese Buddhist thought and Buddhist—Christian dialogue.

This book is divided into two main parts with each part
consisting of three chapters. Chapter 1 is concerned largely
with the way the Chinese Christian scholars learned from the
successful inculturation experiences of Chinese Buddhists, in
order to formulate the strategy of indigenization of Christianity.
Chapter 2 investigates whether and how the modern Chinese
Buddhist leaders absorbed the successful experiences of Chris-
tian preaching, charity and education, etc., so as to improve
the Buddhist practice. Chapter 3 provides a case study of a
Buddhist magazine called Renjian Jue Banyué Kan, with spe-
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cial reference to the way in which the wider circles of Chi-

nese Buddhism responded to Christianity.

The second part consists of three case studies discussing
three Chinese intellectuals who conducted in-depth studies
into both religions and attempted to integrate them in differ-
ent ways. Chapter 4 discusses the life and thought of Zhang
Chunyi, who proposed to "Buddhicize Christianity". We dis-
cuss how Zhang ranked the religious doctrines of Con-
fucianism, Daoism. Mohism, Buddhism and Christianity, and
the reasons for his proposal to "Buddhicize Christianity". In
addition, Zhang's approach to the absorbing of Christianity
into Buddhism will be shown after his Buddhist—Christian
Christology is discussed. The figure discussed in Chapter 5 is
the Baptist pastor Xu Songshi. Contrary to Zhang, Xu endea-
voured to absorb Buddhism into Christianity by first attribut-
ing to the Christian God the supreme position. and then using
such Buddhist concepts as tarhata (suchness). upava (skilful
means) etc.. to expound the Christian concepts of God, Christ
and the Holy Spirit in an indigenous way. Chapter 6 presents
an alternative model in Chinese Buddhist—Christian dialogue
embodied in the life and literary works of the famous Chinese
scholar Xu Dishan, a Christian who tried to live in harmony
with the Buddhists without utilizing any philosophical frame-
work to harmonize the two religions. This case highlights a
dialogical model of acceptance and tolerance, which also re-
flects some of the characteristics of Chinese religious

traditions.
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