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Imagine holding the whole world in your hands—or at least the
greatest cities of the world! That is exactly what this book is about: The
excitement and allure of the exotic, beautiful, legendary and famous cities
of the world. Each is a center of art,culture, architecture, business and
cuisine. Each has its own unique appeal, its own charm, and its own
fascinating and fact-filled history.

Part travel book, part travelogue and part wish book, 50 plus one
Greatest Cities of the World You Should Visit is an intimate, easy and
satisfying visit to the world’s most wonderful cities. Imagine how helpful a
book like this will be when planning that trip of a lifetime. With just a
quick read, you can narrow down your travel choices to those most
attractive to you.

Fascinated by history, geography, travel and culture? This is the
perfect book for those interested in knowledge for its own sake. 50 plus
one Greatest Cities of the World You Should Visit provides information
on everything from geography and climate to the history and sites you
must see when you travel.

Love trivia? Sure, everyone does! Each chapter contains little—known
facts and figures, unique to the city, its people and its culture.

While all the cities are presented in alphabetical order—there were
too many disagreements to rank them otherwise—one city is our 50 plus
one favorite: Paris! As many world travelers know well, Paris is the most
popular and important travel destination in the world. Paris is alive with
culture, art, history and cuisine. What is more, the city’s compactness
makes for easy and pleasant exploration. Paris is a walker's dream come
true.

Enjoy your visits to Paris and the other greatest cities of the world.

Happy reading and happy traveling!

Paul J. Christopher
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Paris, France

The Basic Facts

Paris is the capital of France and is its largest city. Many consider Paris one of the
most beautiful cities in the world, and it has been nicknamed the City of Light. During the
late 20th century, Paris underwent a major facelift: modern structures replaced unusable
buildings, but historically and aesthetically valuable buildings were restored and preserved.
Some Parisians believe that the construction of skyscrapers has ruined the overall beauty of
the city. Paris, however, continues to be a treasure trove of art, music, architecture and
great food, and is one of the most visited cities in the world.

Geography

Paris lies at 48 degrees 51 minutes north latitude and 2 degrees 20 minutes east
longitude. The city is located in the heart of a lowland called the Paris basin, some 100
miles southeast of the English Channel. The Seine River, an enduring symbol of the city,
winds its way roughly eight miles through Paris from east to west. The Right Bank (La Rive
Droite) and the Left Bank (La Rive Gauche) are located north and south of the river,
respectively.

The layout of the city has evolved over hundreds of years. The lle de la Cité, an island
in the Seine, is the site on which Paris was founded and is considered the heart of the city.
Paris contains many broad avenues, of which the most famous is the Champs-élysées.

Climate

The Paris climate is moderate throughout the year and rarely reaches extremes of
either cold or warmth. Winter temperatures average in the mid-40s Fahrenheit and summer
temperatures average in the mid-70s Fahrenheit. Spring is considered the most beautiful
time of year in Paris.

Government

Paris is divided into 20 arondissements, administrative divisions that are governed by
independent commissions and mayors. Paris also has a central government that handles
overall municipal services and laws; a mayor and 109 city council members are elected for
6-year terms.

Demographics

Paris is one of the most densely populated cities in the world.  Gentrification and
congestion have contributed to a rise in the cost of housing. As a result, the population of
the city proper has decreased over the years, and many city residents have relocated to the
nearby suburbs. Paris is a multicultural city; nearly 20 percent of its current population
originated elsewhere in France or in other countries. Most city residents are of European
background, but recent immigrants have come mainly from China, Africa and the Middle

2 www. ahsip.net
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East. Paris currently has about 2.1 million residents.

Eccnomy

Paris and the surrounding area comprise France’s major industrial center.Products
manufactured here include automobiles, chemicals, dyes and electronic equipment. Paris is
also a center for printing and publishing. Smaller manufacturers in the city create Paris’
world-renowned jewelry, perfume and haute couture women’s clothing.

Paris is France’s center of financial, marketing and distribution services. Tourism
accounts for much of the city’s economy and attracts thousands of visitors every year who
seek the city’s rich mixture of art, culture, architecture, music and food.

The History

The first residents of the area (on the lle de la Cité around 250 B.C.) were a Celtic
tribe named the Parisii. Roman invaders established a colony in the area in 52 B.C.. The
colony expanded quickly on both banks of the Seine and the settlement became known as
Paris around 300 A.D.. Paris was first made the capital of France in 512 by Clovis, the
first ruler of the Frankish kingdom. As France and its rulers grew in power, so did Paris,
and by the early 13th century the city was already recognized as a center of culture,
education and government.

During the Renaissance, new boulevards, palaces and squares were styled to reflect
ancient Greek and Roman architecture. The French monarchy held total control of France
until the bloody French Revolution of 1789—1799, during which Paris served as the focal
point. After a period of instability following the revolution, Napoléon Bonaparte (later
Napoléon M, emperor from 1852—1870) took control of the government and made
further improvements to the city, including banks, hospitals, theaters and infrastructure.

Long-range German cannons damaged Paris during World War I, but the city survived.
In World War TI, however, the German army occupied Paris during the years 1939—
1945. Nevertheless, Paris became a center of the French underground (known as La
Résistance).

The Sights and Sounds

Paris is undoubtedly the plus one city of the world. Visitors are overwhelmed by the
city’s richness, sophistication and artistry, and each neighborhood has its own characteristic
sights and sounds. Paris’ city center is compact and its transit system is first-rate, making it
a wonderful city for visitors to explore.

One of the standouts in Paris is certainly Notre Dame de Paris, the famous cathedral
that stands on the eastern half of the lle de la Cité. For nearly 2,000 years, Parisians have
worshipped on this site. The present cathedral is actually the fourth church built on the site.
Construction began in 1163, and the cathedral was not completed until the mid-14th
century—nearly 300 years later! Take the 422-step hike to the top of the Bell Tower for
a wonderful view of Paris and the cathedral itself. Notre Dame was heavily damaged during
the French Revolution by mobs who viewed it as a symbol of the hated monarchy.
Restorations in the mid-1800s added modern touches to the cathedral. It is known for its
flying buttresses,which strengthen the walls while enabling natural light to shine through
rose windows of beautiful stained glass.

4 www ahstp.net
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Paris’ two island quarters, lle de la Cité and lle St-Louis, are located in the Seine
River. These areas delight locals and visitors alike, and they embody the beauty and wonder
of traditional Paris: great sights, tree-lined streets, historic houses,and leisurely cafes and
restaurants.

While Notre Dame de Paris is known throughout the world, many visitors rave about
the Holy Chapel, La Sainte-Chapelle. This chapel was built in the years 1246—1248 for
Louis IX, who became its patron. Its stained glass—perhaps the oldest in Paris—constitutes
most of the upper chapel’s walls. To construct the chapel in this way must have been a
remarkable feat for its time!

New York has Fifth Avenue, Chicago has Michigan Avenue, but Paris has the
Champs-¢lysées: the world’s greatest and most chic (read: expensive) shopping and
restaurant center. This avenue, a little over a mile long, is not what it used to be; fast-food
restaurants and car dealerships now encroach on this historic area.

Still, visitors flock to this avenue, often beginning their tour of Paris at the Arc de
Triomphe. The Tuileries Gardens offers a beautiful end to a tour of this district. This 63-acre
formal garden, which has often been painted by Paris’ greatest artists, is so majestic that
visitors enjoy lingering in its environs.

Perhaps Napoléon’s finest contribution to Paris is the Arc de Triomphe, which towers
more than 165 feet over the Champs-élysées. It was commissioned to celebrate Napoléon’s
great military successes; ironically, construction was completed many years after his death.
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is located under the Arc, and memorializes the French
who perished in the First and Second World Wars. French victories and other special events
are typically celebrated here.

Napoléon is buried in Mansart’s Dome at Les Invalides, founded in 1674 as a home
for older, ailing soldiers. Fittingly, the army museum is near by and famous of its collection
of arms and armaments.

What can be said about a royal palace that is today the world’s greatest art museum?
The Louvre has everything to satisfy the artistic eye. There is simply no end to the degree
and depth of this museum’s collection. Exhibits include the 140-carat Regent Diamond, the
Venus de Milo, and Leonardo da Vinci’s renowned Mona Lisa. The Louvre’s Egyptian
collection is world famous, but its Greek,European, French and Arab collections are just as
impressive.

The Place de la Concorde is a large—and congested—quarter of Paris worthy of
attention. In this square, neoclassical buildings surround a 75-foot-tall,3,000-year old
Egyptian obelisk and its two nearby fountains. The annual Tour de France bicycle race ends
here, as do most parades.

Care for a bird’s eye view from 1,000 feet? Take the elevator to the Eiffel Tower,
which was built for the World Exhibition of 1889. Although most French considered the
tower to be an eyesore, it now stands as the most recognizable symbol of this great city.

The Pompidou Center is a museum with a decidedly futuristic appearance: the
building’s steel beams and its heating, water, and electric systems are located on the
exterior. The museum’s main attraction, naturally, is the National Museum of Modern Art,
encompassing most every conceivable style and school of 20th century art.

The Orsay Museurn, while not exclusively French in character, contains an expansive
collection of Impressionist art. In many ways, this museum’s collection complements that of
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