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Lesson

One

Rock Superstars:
What Do They Tell Us about Ourselves and Our Society?
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A. Answer the following questions on the text:

1. What is the function of the two quotations? Are they appropriate?
The two qﬁotations express the feelings and beliefs. Yes, they are
quite éﬁpmpﬂate.

2. What does the author attempt to illustrate with the three examples at
the beginning of the article?

Rock music is popular and accepted by many young people.

3. According to Irving Horowitz, what is the sociological significance of
rock music?

Rock music can be served as a debating forum where ideas clash and
crash. The young people combine invention and exaggeration, reason
and motion, word and sound, music and politics.

4. In what sense did Elvis Presley prove what Horowitz and Rundgren
believed? v
When he appeared on the Ed. Sullivan Sunday night variety show in
front of millions, a kind of “debate” took place. Most of the older

. viewers frowned, while most of the younger viewers applauded.
5. How did Bob Dylan, the Beatles, and the Rolling Stones differ from
5



1.

each other politically?

Bob Dylan touched the nerve of disaffection. He spoke of civil
rights, nuclear falleut, and loneliness. He spoke of change and the
bewilderment of an older generation. The Beatles showed there were
a range of emotions between love and hate. The Rolling Stones,, arro-
gant street-fighting men, demanded revolution.

What other major subjects did rock music deal with apart from poh—
tics?

The rock music also deal with feelings and attitudes.

. What rewards did rock superstars get?

They got money and praise.

. Has the author given a complete answer to the question he raises in

the title? Why do you think the author ends the article the way he
does? )
No. He brings out the question again, and let the readers find the

answer by their own.

. Translate the following into Chinese:
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. Fill in the blank in each sentence with the best word or expression from
the box below, changing its form when necessary:

1. embody 2. act out 3. sprinkled 4. sweltering

5. idle 6. rejected 7. rather than 8. reverence

. Choose the right word or expression in the brackets to complete each of

the following sentences:

1. debating 2. proud 3. mix, blend 4. conceive
5. were dressed 6. idealistic  7..admiration 8. rumbling

. Explain the underlined words in English:

. . disgusting. . .

. . published articles to criticize him.

. . he puzzlement of the older people.

. . push forward peace and devotion to God. . .

. .the words of the songs praise the plain happiness. . .
. . reflect the kinds of emotions and beliefs. . .

. .a place where different ideas come into violent conflict.

0 1 N AW~

. . present successful rock superstars. . .
. Translate the following into English:

Rock music rose in the United States in late 1950s. It was not only
the new form of music, but also the debating forum where American
young people could express their ideas about the world and the life. On
this forum, the rock stars spoke of their attitﬁde to the civil rights, war

7



and peace, their disaffection to the society and the feelings between love_
and hate. In a word, the young people gave a completely new definition
on the forum about the beliefs and feelings of the society. The early rock
music was mainly represented by Elvis Presley, Bob Dylan, the singer
and poét, the Beatles and the Rolling Stones, etc. Théy were all culture
heroes admired by the young people.

. Write a short passage of 150 - 200 words in English on the topic “Do
You Agree that Rock Is the Music of Teenage Rebellion?” You should
cover the following points:

1. A general statement of your position;

2. two or three arguments with a supporting example for each.

I don’t agree that rock is the music of teenage rebellion. On one
ha.nd,‘ rock music is a place where various ideas clash and crash. It
does not merely voice the idea of rebellion for teenagers. It is true
that some rock stars like Bob Dylan touched a nerve of disaffection
about the society, but that is not the whole picture. On the other
hand, feelings, always a part of any musical statement, are another
major subject for rock music. For example, Janis Joplin sang of her
sadness. The Beatles showed there were a range of emotions between
love and hate. John Denver celebrated the simple joy of “the good
old days”. Music of the second kind appeals not only to teenagers,
but also to people of all ages.
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Two

Four Choices for Young People
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