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PREFACE

CHANGCHUN CHINA, as a comprehen-
sive and systematic introduction to Changchun, is
a large picture album which depicts the develop-
ment of Changchun’s econmy and society vividly
with sufficient factural data and beautiful photos.
It is hoped that this album will become a medium
through which people of all walks of life both at
home and abroad can get a good understanding of
Changchun, so as to strengthen the friendship
between the people of Changchun and the people
of the rest of the world.

Situated in the middle of the Song—Liao
Plain, Changchun is a favourable place with its
vast area, rich resources and abundant products,
The total area of the city is 18,881 square miles.
The municipal administration governs two smaller
cities: Yushu and Jiutai, three counties: Nongan,
Dehui, and Shuangyang, four districts: Chaoyang,
Nanguang, Kuancheng and Erdauhezi as well as
the suburbs. The city has a total population of
6,430, 000 of which 2, 130,000 live in the city
proper. Changchun has 1,350, 000 hectares of
highly fertile dark soil and most of which belongs
to world famous fertile soil belt. There are varie-
ties of underground mineral resources. The re-
serves of petroleum, natural gas and coal are
abundant and non—metallic resources such as
limestone, perarlite and moist bulking soil etc, are
of considerable mining value.

Changchun is the capital of Jilin Province. As
one of the fourteen cities of the country whose
plans are independently drawn and submitted to
the state, Changchun plays a decisive function in
the development of the economy and social causes
of the province, as well as of the entire Northeast.
After years of construction and development, the
whole economic strength of the city has been in-

creased and its own superiority and special charac-
teristics have been formed. Among the large cities,

its total grain output ranks among the top few
with its grain commodity rate reaching over 60%.
Traditionally, Changchun is called “the granary of

the Northeast”. The manufacture of tran-
sportational equipment headed by automobile
industry holds an important position in China.
The total outputs of automobiles, tractors and
railway cars constitute, respectively, 20%, 10%
and 58% that of the nation’s. Changchun No. 1
Antomobile Works, in particular, has not only be-
come the largest researching base for manufac-
turing automobiles but also ranked the first in va-
riety of products. Changchun is abundant in scien-
tific and technological resources, There are 60 insti-
tutions of higher leaning, and 107 independent
scientific research and design units authorized by
the municipal government or above. There are
304 000 scientists and technicians of all kinds, and
many fields and areas of scientific research in the
city take the lead in the nation.

In the future, Changchun’s economy and so-
cial causes will be developing on an enormous
scale. With the deepening of reform in the eco-
nomic system and the pacing up of open—door
policy, there will be a great leap in Changchun’s
development. Presently the construction of funda-
_mental facilities which are to perfect the city’s
overall functioning is going on on full scale. Ener-
gy and transportational conditions will be re-
markably improved. The key projects, such as au-
tomobile and cereal refining, which help to
strengthen the main enterprises of the city, are be-
ing speedily implemented. As a result, the whole
economic capacity will be tremendously increased.
Enjoying the special favouralbe policies given by
the state, Changchun’s new high technology en-
terprise developing zone, which stimulates the
transformation of scientific and technological
achievements into commodities, will be turned in-

to a special zone open to other countries. It is pre-
dictable that before long Changchun will be taking

on the look of a modern city with all its splen-

dours, welcoming the world’s people. It will be like
a shining and sparkling pearl set in the vast
Song—Liao plain,
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A GREEN CITY
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Stalin Street—a green corridor
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Changchun City is situated in the central
area of Songliao Plain, 125 18 east longi-
tude, 43 55 north latitude, and 218 meters
above sea level. It has enjoyed the reputation
of "a city of forest-with 36. 6% of the land
covered by trees in the four districts of
Chaoyang, Nanguan, Kuancheng and
Erdaohezi under the city’s administration. In
summer, it is a resort and in winter, it shows
the charm of the North.
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Lakeside greenness
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A green square
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Glazed tiles and green trees
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A sea of trees in Jingyue Park
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