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Synopsis

This book attempts to explore the ethno-national relations in Southeast
Asia, with special reference to the benign and malign dimension of the
relations, Culture is the major theme of the whole book along which the
authors analyze the evolution of the ethno-national relation in Southeast
Asia, The historical commonality of Southeast Asia created the cultural
identity that becomes a decisive factor of multi-ethnic coexistence in this
area, Furthermore, modernization, ethnic integration, and integral
economic life also make multi-ethnic coexistence inevitable. However, the
two-sidedness of ethno-national culture, that is, acceptance and rejection,
results in the conflict and confrontation between different types of
nationalism. The situation is further complicated by economic competition.
Separatist nationalism is thus made inevitable, As a result, multi-ethnic
coexistence and separatism have become two sides of the ethnic relation in
Southeast Asia. Ethnic separatist movement is not only the extreme form of
ethnic conflicts, but also the result of long—term accumulation of ethnic
contradiction. These movements erupted in Southeast Asia continuously,
e. g Karen Movement in Myanmar, Free Aceh Movement in Indonesia,
Malay Muslim Movement in Southern Thailand, and Moro Movement in
Southern Philippines., They are distinctive to some extent, but are not
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without similarities; the participants of the three movements in Aceh,
Patani, and Mindanao are all Muslims, who constitute the complicated
Islamic culture entity together with radical and moderate Muslims groups in
Southeast Asia. Those ethnic minorities are deeply involved in a long
struggle out of the intertwined desire of political—cultural rights and
economic equality, and the majority groups are also harassed. However, the
relations of colliding within symbiosis between ethnic minorities and majority
groups make the struggles no avail, and the tolerance and compromise
become inevitable. In Indonesia, unfair economic distribution of resources
between Javanese and inhabitants in other islands is actually the economic
projection of political and cultural inequalities. It profoundly reflects the
multiplicity of ethnic relations and the complexity regarding coexistence and
separation of the ethnic relationship. Meanwhile, some other kind of
relationship, which are hardly extreme but far from harmony, exist in
Southeast Asia as well. The more the kinds of relationship there are, the
more complex the relationship is. Being regarded as “foreign ethnic groups”
for a long time, Chinese have been rejected by indigenous people.
Nevertheless, they are gradually accepted by the latter with the time elapse.
It seems that the relation is typical of mid-phase of ethnic relations. This
phenomenon can be understood only by considering both cultural and
economic factors, The reinterpretation of the shifting relationships between
Malay and Chinese in Malaysia, from the coexistence within conflicts to the
competition for co-prosperity, is such kind of efforts. The authors put the
studies on Chinese ethnic group in the Philippines and Vietnam in the
framework of ethnic relationship and try to move beyond traditional Chinese
studies model—this is another effort of the same kind. In a word, unity of
opposites is the essence of ethno-national relations in Southeast Asia. There
are thus two perspectives concerning the exploration of the ethno-national
relations, which the authors adopt. On the one hand, the authors interpret

the history of coexistence and separation from the perspective of intolerance
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and discrimination. This is a macroscopic and etic perspective. On the other
hand, the authors examine the psychological aspect of exclusion and
acceptance of ethnic relationship from the perspective of impression and
evaluation. This is a microscopic and emic interpretation. Neither etic nor
emic perspective can be neglected. Moreover, in order to find out a unique
methodology for the study of ethno-national relations in Southeast Asia, the
authors attempt to combine study of national conflicts with that of class
struggles, study of social conflict with that of national struggle.
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