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Sports is one of the greatest highs there is — whether as a player or as an
avid fan. Witness the spectacular rise in NASCAR, hockey, football and
baseball attendance — college games alone have huge following and crazed fans.
Who can not help but be fascinated by March Madness and its grip on the
country each vyear?

Everyone has their favorite sport and everyone has their favorite sports
heroes. But who are the best in the modern era in North America? How do you
compare the exploits of a running back in football to the grace and finesse of a
point guard in basketball or the rugged stamina of a soccer player?

The fact is that you probably cannot but we do know from research, our
sports committee and a host of statistics and interviews that there are truly
great, in fact, spectacularly talented athletes that deserve our attention and
admiration.

Every sports fan who picks up this book will have opinions on who should
and should not have been included. There is no doubt that many great names
were left out, not because they are not worthy of mention but because the task
was to come up with the 50 plus one greatest sports heroes. (Readers are invited
to write us at michael@encouragementpress.com and let us know your opinions,
one way or another. We would love to hear from you.)

Of course, our favorite sports heroes often are more than just athletes; they
are people —active in their communities and the world at large. We have tried
to show the full picture of each of our athletes— who they are, where they came
from, what they accomplished and how they live their lives, both in and out of
their chosen sports.

While our profiles of each athlete are short (by intention) we offer one or
more resources where readers can learn more about their favorites — sometimes
Websites, sometimes books or articles, but always informative and interesting.

Sit back, read and enjoy the 50 plus one Greatest Sports Heroes of All

Times.

Paul J. Christopher
Alicia Marie Smith
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Michael Jordan

Why He is Among the 50 plus one Greatest Sports Heroes
Former basketball star Magic Johnson seemed to say it all with these words:
“There’s Michael Jordan and then there is the rest of us.”

Jordan 15 considered by most—{ans, players and experts alike —1to be the greatest player in
the history of the game. His athleticism was competitive, quick, powerful, artistic and graceful all
at once, and he came to define the term superstar in the arena of professional basketball. During
his career, Jordan was named an All-Star 14 times and he led his team to two separate National
Basketball Association (NBA) championship three—peats. He has also been credited with gaining
global recognition for the league through his fantastic playing abilities and his highly marketable
charismatic personality. Jordan is hands—down one of the ultimate heroes ever to exist in the sports
world.

On the Way Up

Michael Jeffrey Jordan was born on February 17, 1963 in Brooklyn, New York. He was the
third son of James and Delores Jordan. He grew up in Wilmington, North Carolina with his four
brothers and sisters. As a child, he played some football and basketball, but his greatest love was
baseball, a passion that he shared with his father, James. Jordan started playing one—on—one
pickup games against his older brother, Larry, and basketball soon moved into the number one
spot in his heart as he tried again and again to beat his brother.

Jordan attended Emsley A. Laney High School in Wilmington. Although he got in trouble and
was suspended various times during his freshman year and was cut from varsity basketball the
following season due to an underdeveloped 5—foot 11—inch physique, he eventually became an
excellent student and a star on the baseball, basketball and foothall teams. The summer between
his sophomore and junior years, Jordan grew 4 inches and was even more dedicated to practicing
his Michael Jordan skills. He finally made the varsity basketball team, averaging 25 points per
game in both his junior and senior seasons. As a senior, Jordan was selected to the McDonald’s
All-American team and became the only high school player in history to average a triple-double
with averages of 29.2 points, 11.6 rebounds and 10.1 assists.

After his super senior season, Jordan played for the University of North Carolina Tar Heels
on a basketball scholarship. In 1982, he played somewhat below the radar as a freshman
underneath upperclassmen stars, James Worthy and Sam Perkins, but he stepped into the spoilight
at the end of the year during the NCAA Championship game against the Georgetown Hovas and
his future NBA rival, Patrick Ewing. Not only did Jordan score 16 points and pull down nine
rebounds, but he also hit a 16—foot jump shot with 18 seconds left to carry the Tar Heels to a 63~
62 victory. He was named the College Player of the Year by The Sporting News in 1983 and 1984,
and received the Naismith and Wooden awards in 1984. The summer after his junior year, Jordan
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Greatest Sports Heroes of all Times

led the U.S. Men’s Basketball Team, coached by Bobby Knight, to an Olympic gold medal in Los
Angeles, California. Then, in the 1984 NBA Draft, he was selected as the third overal!l pick by the
Chicago Bulls. He left school after that, but eventually graduated from North Carolina with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1986.

Professionat Career

The Bulls had only won 28 games in their last pre—Jordan season and it immediately became
apparent that he was going to have a huge impact on the team. In his first NBA game, on October
26, 1984, he scored 16 points against the Washington Bullets, before scoring 40 or more points
seven times and finishing his rookie season as one of the top scorers in the league with an average
of 28.2 points per game. He also averaged 6.5 rebounds, 5.9 assists and 2.4 steals per game that
year.

Jordan, who soon was nicknamed Air Jordan, established himself as one of the finest players
in the league during his second season in the NBA, scoring 50 or more points eight times during
the regular season and leading the league with a 37.1 points—per—game average. He also joined
fellow legend Wilt Chamberlain to become one of only two players to score 3,000 points in a
single season.

Jordan carried the Bulls into the playoffs every year, but the team did not make it all the way
to the NBA Finals until the 1990-1991 season. The year before, the Bulls faced the Detroit
Pistons in the Eastern Conference Finals and the Pistons employed what had become their usual
game plan against Jordan’s team: The Jordan Rules. Basically, they tried to force Jordan out of
commission by double—and triple—teaming him every time he got the ball, stopping him from going
to the baseline and hacking him whenever he drove to the basket. The Bulls lost to the Pistons in
seven games during the 1990 Conference Finals, causing Jordan to agree to an offensive change by
Coach Phil Jackson and Assistant Coach Tex Winter.

The Bulls began playing with a triangle offense, and this proved to be the jumpstart they
needed to finish in first place for the first time in 16 years and to reach a franchise-record 61
wins in a single regular season. Jordan and his team went on to win their first NBA Championship
ever in 1991 against Magic Johnson and the Los Angeles Lakers. They repeated their stellar
performance over the next 2 years, defeating Clyde Drexler and the Portland Trailblazers in 1992
and Charles Barkley and the Phoenix Suns in 1993. During the six-game 1993 NBA Finals series,
Jordan scored a finals —record average of 41 points per game and he became the first player in
league history to win three consecutive finals MVPs.

In 1992, Jordan went to the summer Olympics again, this time as a member of the original
Dream Team, which was the first Olympic team to include NBA players on its roster. Jordan
averaged 12.7 points per game in Barcelona and won his second Olympic gold medal as the team
swept through with a 6-0 record.

In October of 1993, Jordan announced he was going to retire, stating that he had simply lost
the drive to play professional basketball. It was speculated that there were two main reasons for
his early first retirement. One was that his father had been tragically killed by armed robbers in
July of that same year, and the other was that the NBA had started an investigation into allegations
that Jordan had illegally bet on league games, although all accusations against him were later
cleared.

After retiring from the NBA, Jordan signed a minor league contract with the Chicago White
Sox. He played as an outfielder for the Birmingham Barons, a White Sox farm team. Masses of
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fans flocked to watch Jordan play his new game, but his batting was nowhere near as good as his
shooting. After 127 games with the Barons, he finished with a. 202 batting average, three home
runs, 51 runs batted in, six outfleld assists, 11 errors and 114 strikeouts. Jordan switched to the
Scottsdale Scorpions to play in the 1994 Arizona Fall League, where he maintained a .252 batting
average.

Even though the Bulls had already erected a life-sized statue of Jordan in front of the United
Center and retired his number, 23, he announced his return to the team on March 18, 1995 with
probably the shortest ever press—release, which stated simply - I'm back. The very next day, he
put on his new jersey No. 45, to finish out the rest of the regular season with the Bulls. They
eventually lost to the Orlando Magic in that year’s Eastern Conference Semifinals after Jordan had
carried them to a 9 -1 record in April. Nick Anderson of the Orlando Magic sparked the
competitive spirit in Jordan once again after he stated that Jordan,  “Didn’t look like the old
Michael Jordan.”

Jordan began wearing his old No. 23, on a mission to prove that he was even better than
before. In the 1995-96 season, he led the Bulls to finish 72-10, the best regular season record in
the history of the NBA. He also topped the league in scoring with 30.4 points per game and
carried his team all the way to their fourth NBA Championship victory against the Seattle
SuperSonics. Jordan and the Bulls continued to dominate the league for the next 2 seasons and
they became the first team in NBA history to repeat the feat of a three—peat. They defeated the
Utah Jazz for both the 1997 and 1998 championship titles. In the 1998 Finals, Jordan was the top
scorer in the series, averaging more than 30 points per game, including 45 in the sixth and final
game. He earned his sixth Finals MVP, twice as many as any other player.

After this fantastic finale, Jordan retired from the NBA for a second time on January 13,
1999. He became President of Basketball Operations and part owner of the Washington Wizards in
January of 2000, determined to turn the losing team into a winning one. After the team won a
measly 19 games in the 2000-2001 season, a disappointed yet motivated Jordan started training
again, eventually signing a 2-year contract with the Wizards in an effort to lead them to the
playoffs. After the devastating attacks of September 11th, he announced that he would donate his
entire season’s salary to victims and their families. Even though Jordan was able to score his
30,000th career point on January 4, 2002 against the Bulls, the Wizards did not make it to post-
season play. Jordan retired for a third and final time after his last game on April 16th, 2003.

Jordan retired with 32,292 points, making him the NBA’s third all -time scorer behind
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Karl Malone. He also finished with a career average 30.12 points per
game, the best in NBA history. Jordan holds the NBA record for most seasons leading the league
in scoring with 10 and he co—owns the league record with Wilt Chamberlain for most consecutive
seasons as the NBA s top scorer with seven from the 19861987 season to the 1992-1993 season.
He also holds the NBA record for most consecutive games scoring double digits with 842 and for
most seasons leading the league in field goals made with 10 and attempted, also with 10. This is
just a short list of all of the records that Jordan set during his career.

After Jordan retired for good, he received a plethora of awards honoring his tremendous
presence in the NBA for so many years. In fact, during his final NBA game in Philadelphia, the
opposing crowd forced Jordan’s re - entry in the final minutes of the fourth quarter by repeatedly
chanting, We want Mike! and they showered him with a more than 3-minute standing ovation at
the end of the game. Even before that, at his last home game in Washington, U.S. Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld presented Jordan with the American flag that had flown over the
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