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4) Read the title of the text and guess what it is about.

ofook at fruistration as a positive thing, 0 s the frustration
- that dvisok ot fo impron
— John Lyons

're-reading Activities

Are tbere transfer(§5°¥) students in your class or do you know any transfer students?

Interview them and present what you’ve found Jrom the interview to the whole class. You may Jocus
on such topics as why they decided to transfer, whether they came across any difficulties and what
achievements they bave made afier transferring. You may also choose your own topics.

Discuss the following que.rttom' with your partner or in small groups:
1) Have you ever thougbt of transferring to other majors? Why or why not?
2) Are you for or against the policy of allowing students to transfer between universities and majors?

3) If you were a transfer student, what difficulties do you think you would possibly have? :
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Lost, Alone and Not a Freshman

It is tough enough to be new on campus — outsider to daily rhythms and local lingo ' — without
having to do it more than once. Freshmen are expected to be naive, refer to campus maps and travel in
packs. After that, ignorance isn’t cool.

“I didn’t know where one of the dining halls was for a year because I didn’t want to ask,” admits
Kerri Maddock, who transferred from Villanova University to
Boston College her sophomore year.

Others already have friends, some even the forged bonds
that last a lifetime. This can be intimidating. Ask Sara Frantzen,
a sophomore who arrived at Boston College from the University
of Warwick in England in January. Absent were the celebratory
flourishes — balloons, banners, themed cookouts — typically
associated with welcoming new students on campus. Ms.
Frantzen has three suite-mates, but, she says, they all have their

routines and their ways. “They all have friends to meet for
lunch.”

So on a recent rainy day, Ms. Frantzen was doing what transfers must: reaching out. She and Ms.
Maddock, now at home in B.C., were among 20 students gathered in a campus conference room for a
pizza lunch sponsored by Boston College Transfers, a support group for transfers.

Recent surveys at Ball State University and the University of Wisconsin, Madison, show that
transfer students have particular difficulty meeting other students and finding friends; the Ball State
survey also found that while they were more academically confident than first-year students, they
struggled more socially. At James Madison University in Virginia, 80 percent of “native” freshmen
graduate compared with 72 percent of transfers.

That gap struck Randy Mitchell, associate vice president for student success at James Madison.
Many surveys and focus groups later, he pinpointed an adjustment problem. “Transfer students felt they
were dropped into the institution * without a lot of support and they were lonely,” he says. “We do a
great job for freshmen. What we did for transfers paled in comparison.”

Last year, Mr. Mitchell started a program of peer helpers, Assisting New Transfer Students. Next
fall, Madison Transfer, an information and social center for transfer students, will open. “This,” he says,
“is what the students told us: ‘We need a place we can go where we can just ask questions, where we can
make contact with other transfer students.””

Frankie Santos Laanan, an assistant professor who studies transfer trends at Iowa State University,
says that switching colleges can leave students surprised, socially and emotionally — and can result in

1 lingo: a type of language that contains a lot of unusual or technical expressions
2 institution: an organization for helping people with social needs, such as an orphanage, a home for old people, etc.

€



College Nomads
a temporary dip in grades. “It is that shock that could make a student dissatisfied or disillusioned,” he
says.
9 Monica Graves, a dance major who left the University of Oregon her sophomore year for the

University of Illinois, Urbana, says she was unprepared for the jarring ' realities of college in the
Midwest, citing @ dearth of organic produce, limited enthusiasm for recycling and the flat terrain. In
Oregon, she says, “you drive one way, you get mountains; drive the other way, you get ocean. Here you
drive one way, you get corn, the other way you get soybean. No matter how far you drive, the biggest
hill you will ever find in Illinois is an overpass.”

10 Ms. Graves found a farmers’ market and moved to a nearby area with a more extensive recycling
program. The flatness is unalterable.

11 o ease the isolation she felt, she also mobilized  other transfer students in dance, starting the
plainly named Transfer Group. The group won representation on a student advisory board and has had
a list of grievances and goals, from more generous transfer of credits to having its own Web page. The
most important mission, however, is helping new transfers feel comfortable. This semester, they are
compiling an insider’s guide to the dance program and off-campus life in Urbana-Champaign.

12 Kristine Kirwin, a 2004 graduate of Boston College, says she felt support lacking when she
transferred sophomore year from Hendrix College in Arkansas. She started Boston College Transfers
because she thought “transfers could use a mentor, someone they could ask without embarrassment,
‘What is the D-Line?’ ‘What is Mary Ann’s?””

13 “For freshmen, you are given everything on a platter,” says Ms. Kirwin, now a career counselor at
Princeton. “When I was transferring I saw all the activities for Freshmen Welcome Week. They went
to a [iIEf game, they had a barbecue, and I thought, ‘I'd like to sign up, but I don’t want to be the
sophomore signing up with all the freshmen.””

14 Paige Crowther, formerly at the State University of New York, Purchase, is one of seven students
now running the group. At the pizza lunch, she urged the others to sign up for a trip to dinner in the
city’s Italian neighborhood. She introduced members and offered contact information. Announcements
gave way to conversation, punctuated by the names of colleges that students had passed through —
Holy Cross, Dickinson, Bates, Colgate, among others.

15 Ms. Frantzen, the transfer from England, politely tried to carve a slice of vegetable pizza with
a plastic knife as she chatted with Ms. Maddock. They discovered they had attended the same high
school. Revelations mingled with durable advice from old transfers to new: push aside inhibitions, join
campus clubs, seize social opportunities.

16 And be creative. Tanesha Wright and her roommate shared a tip for making friends: last year,
they attached [IIRORIN RS TSRE to their door with a sign welcoming passersby to help
themselves. “People would come by and leave messages,” says Ms. Wright, a junior who transferred
from Hartwick College in 2004. Sometimes, she adds, there were even invitations: “People put down
their room numbers.”

1 jar: If a sight, sound or experience jars, it is so different or unexpected that it has a strong and unpleasant effect on
something or someone.
2 mobilize: to organize or prepare something, such as a group of people, for a purpose

3



Colleges are focused on retaining students, not on helping those who are leaving or arriving in
academic midstream. Once students break the continuity of their education, they must take charge of it

themselves. “Whether a student ends up with a rich educational tapestry ' or a loose patchwork * ends
up being up to them,” says Alexander C. McCormick, senior scholar at the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching at Stanford. What to do?

Learn the ropes. “Transfer student capital” is what Frankie Santos Laanan, an assistant professor at
Iowa State University, calls knowing how to negotiate the process. That includes understanding credit-
transfer agreements between colleges, grade requirements for admission into a desired major, and
course prerequisites. And if a gap exists, he says, take needed courses before the academic year begins.

Plan ahead. There is no academic down time ' in the several months between deciding to transfer
and arriving on a new campus. It should be planning time. “They need to know what they need to be
doing right away when they get here,” says Shelly Brown, transfer services counselor at the University
of California, Irvine, which has sct aside * two dorms for transfer students. (Who wants to live with
freshmen?) Ms. Brown sends e-mail messages to transfers before they set foot on campus. She wants
them to foster relationships quickly with professors and arrange research that will help secure letters of
recommendation for graduate programs.

Test the water. There are good reasons to switch colleges, but it’s disruptive to personal life and
education and can add to the duration and cost of a degree. So do your homework and visit the campus
to make sure the next college is the one for you. (1 235 words)

~

1. About the author

Laura Pappano is an American essayist and a local journalist (Commonwealth contributing
writer). She is also a visiting scholar at Northeastern University and the Murray Research Center at
Radcliffe Institutes for Advance. She writes a weekly column on education for the Boston Globe and has
expanded an article for the Boston Globe magazine into a book called The Connection Gap.

N

Red Sox
The Boston Red Sox, a base ball team in Boston, swept the St. Louis Cardinals four games to

none to capture their first World Series since 1918. The Red Sox clinched the best-of-seven series
at Busch Stadium in St. Louis, Mo., on October 27 by beating the Cardinals 3-0 behind Derek

1 tapestry: a piece of cloth whose pattern or picture is created by sewing or weaving different colored threads onto a special
type of strong cloth

2 patchwork: cloth which is made by sewing together a lot of smaller usually square pieces of cloth with different patterns and colors

3 down time: a period of time when you have finished what you were doing and you can relax or do something you had not
originally planned to do

4 set aside: to save something, usually money or time, for a special purpose

4
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Lowe. The Red Sox became the third consecutive wild-card team to win a World Series. In the
World Series opener at Boston’s Fenway Park on October 23, the Red Sox outslugged the Cardinals
11-9. In game two on October 24, the Red Sox again vanquished the visiting Cardinals 6-2 as Curt
Schilling, despite an ankle injury, pitched six innings. Jason Varitek, Orlando Cabrera, and Bellhorn
each batted in two runs for the Red Sox. In game three at St. Louis on October 26, Pedro Martinez
yielded just three hits over seven innings, and Ramirez hit a first-inning home run off Jeff Suppan,
the losing pitcher, to propel the Red Sox to a 4—1 triumph and a three-games-to-none lead.

Smarties and Hershey’s kisses
Smarties is a type of artificially fruit-flavored candy produced by Ce De Candy, Inc. in the

United States.

Hershey’s kisses is a popular brand of chocolate produced by Hershey Chocolate
Corporation. The factory was founded by Milton Hershey, an American manufacturer and
philanthropist in 1903, and later became the world’s largest chocolate manufacturing plant. The
company town of Hershey received many public amenities under his firm but benevolent control.
In 1918 Hershey turned over the bulk of his fortune to the M.S. Hershey Foundation, which
supports the Milton Hershey School, a vocational school founded by him.

1. Readto Think

1. Read to understand the contents of the te:
1) What difficulties might people have if they are new on campus?
2) Why does the author say “This can be intimidating.”?
3) What does “reaching out” and “at home” mean respectively in Paragraph 4?
4) What struck Randy Mitchell and what did he do accordingly?
5) What did Randy Mitchell mean when he said “What we did for transfers
paled in comparison.”?
6) Who were the peer helpers in Mr. Mitchell’s program?
7) Why did Ms. Graves find a farmers’ market and move to an area where
there was a more extensive recycling?
8) What does “the flatness is unalterable” mean?
9) What is the function of such questions as “What is the D-Line” and “What
is Mary Ann’s” in Paragraph 12?
10) What does “‘For freshmen, you are given everything on a platter.” mean?
11) Why did Ms. Kirwin say “but I don’t want to be the sophomore signing
up with all the freshmen.”?
12) What does “learn the ropes” mean?
13) What does “Transfer student capital” refer to?
14) What are “secure letters of recommendation for graduate programs”?

5



15) What homework must be done according to Paragraph 20?

2. Read to understand the org: .
1) What is the relation between Paragraph 1 and the rest of the article?
2) After you finish reading the whole article, read paragraph 1 again and explain what the
author means by “Freshmen are expected to be naive. ... After that, ignorance isn’t cool.”

3) The body part of the article is organized by weaving transfer students’ problems with
conclusions or people’s solutions to the problems. Complete the following chart by
identifying which part is about the problem and how it concludes or solves the problem.

The first two have been done for you.

Function

| Pafagfﬂpbs 2;-4 . L ; ;  ’ o Problems of Kerrz Maddock and Sara Frantzen

“‘Pamgmpbs e Conclusion of transfer students’ problems
‘ ‘Paragraphs 7-*-8 | '

Paragraphs '9——‘10‘” ‘

Paragraphs 1 1

Paragraphs 12—13
| Paragraphs 1416

Read to Speak

1. Guided Speaking i

Work in pairs. One is a transfer student who comes across some difficulties. The other

is his/her friend who is going to give some suggestions. Make up a dialogue between the two
and cover the main points as listed below.

1) The difficulties as mentioned in the article.

2) The suggestions or solutions as given to transfer students in the text.

2. Free Speaking

This article is about some problems that transfer students encounter on campus and

it also gives some suggestions on how to cope with the problems. Think about your own

experience as a freshman in university. Have you ever had any problems? Were they similar

to the problems discussed in the text? Share with your group members your experience and

your solutions to the problems. Then ask a group representative to present your ideas to the
whole class.
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I. Read to Write

1. Guided Writing .

1) Study the following examples and learn to write sentences of your own by following the
same pattern.
Pattern 1: inversion.
Example: Absent were the celebratory flourishes — balloons, banners, themed cookouts —

typically associated with welcoming new students on campus.

Your own sentences:
M
@)

Pattern 2: present participle

Example: Monica Graves says she was unprepared for the jarring realities of college in the
Midwest, citing a dearth of organic produce, limited enthusiasm for recycling
and the flat terrain.

Your own sentences:

D

@)

2) Complete each of the following sentences by choosing a word or phrase listed below for
Step One. Then decide the correct order of the sentences and use the linking words and
phrases in the box for Step Two to combine the sentences into a summary of the text. Part
of the summary has been done for you.
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Step One:

to as since before as well as one thing  so that
Step two:
meanwhile  secondly =~ moreover  first of all

Step One:

(1) Special programs have been set up they can help each other obtain
assistance from other people.

@)) solve these adjustment problems, many efforts have been made.

(3) It is hard for them to make friends others all have their own routines and ways.

(4) Some suggestions are given concerning what to do students decide to transfer.

) they don’t want to be regarded as freshmen, they don’t want to obtain help
specifically offered to freshmen.

(6) is to encourage transfer students to reaqh out.

Step Two:

Compared with freshmen, transfer students in university must experience a harder
life. , since they don’t want to be regarded as freshmen, they don’t want to obtain help
specifically offered to freshmen. , it is hard for them to make friends as others all have
their own routines and ways. To solve these adjustment problems, many efforts have been made.
One thing is to encourage transfer students to reach out. , special programs have been set

up so that they can help each other as well as obtain assistance from other people. , some

suggestions are given concerning what to do before students decide to transfer.

. Free Writing

This article discusses the difficulties transfer students have in America and how they
can solve their problems. In China, transferring between majors is also being practiced and
people hold different opinions. Some believe that transferring will do good to education as
it gives students a second chance to decide what their real interest is whereas other people
believe that transferring is a sword with two blades because it can also pose such problems as
adaptability to new environment and disorderly teaching management.

Work in groups and make a survey among your classmates and friends and write an essay
about the pros and cons of the issue.

Read to Translate

1. Translate the following sentences from the text into Chinese.

1) Itis tough enough to be new on campus without having to do it more than once.

8




