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Forward

These memoirs trace the life of SHUI Zi, a distinguished scholar and edu-
cationist from China's Northwest province Gansu, during a transitional
period when China's cultural and educational system was becoming more
modern and liberal from its traditional and feudal past. The book spans
over a century, beginning from the start of the inner wars in Northwest
China caused by the ethnic conflicts during the Tongzhi years in 1862 until
the end of the Cultural Revolution. Although the book is primarily an ac-
count of a family history, it does have significant value to the broader
historic context of China.

Strongly influenced by both traditional Chinese and modern Western
culture, SHUI Zi collected and categorised a large quantity of valuable
historical literature, paintings, prints and photos about the Western cul-
ture and the SHUI family. He kept his diary continuously for more than
fifty years. He also collected thousands of photos taken from the late Qing
Dynasty up to the mid-20th century. Among those, many were photos of
legendary historical figures during that period with huge historical
importance. He also composed hundreds of poems and essays.
Unfortunately, the vast majority of these were confiscated by the Red
Guards, and then burnt to ashes during the Cultural Revolution. Only a
small number of items were kept privately by some of the Red Guards
involved and are now being auctioned at the Arts & Antiques market in
China with high price tags.

Against this background, SHUI Zi's children decided to put together this
book in remembrance of their dearly beloved father. The book is a compi-
lation of stories, incidents and events based on their recollections, old
articles and periodic reports collated by them over many years. In the
absence of the documentation, recording the past based on one's memory
is probably the next best way to salvage the lost history. In LIANG Qichao's
words, much of the content of the book should be regarded as "verbally
preserved history" and can be used to compensate for the lack of written
records of the past. As time goes by, this type of material will form an
important basis for ordinary people to trace their family roots and validate
their family history. It is important, after all, to know the past in order to live
for the better tomorrow.
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