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any years ago there lived a doctor. His name was Doctor

Dolittle. He lived in a town called Puddleby-on-the-
Marsh. Everybody in this town knew Doctor Dolittle, even the
animals. He lived in a small house with his sister. She was his
housekeeper.

Doctor Dolittle’s house was very small, but his garden was
very big. Many animals lived in his garden and in his house. There
were goldfish in his pond, rabbits in the pantry, and white mice in
the patio. There was also a squirrel in the closet and a hedgehog in
the basement. He had cows, chickens, pigeons and lambs.
However, his favourite animals were Dab-Dab the duck, Jip the
dog, Gub-Gub the baby pig, Polynesia the parrot and Too-Too the
owl.

Doctor Dolittle’s sister, Sarah Dolittle did not like the ani-
mals. She said they made the house untidy. Some of Doctor
Dolittle’s patients would not visit him anymore because of the

animals. One lady had even sat on the hedgehog. She had found a
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new doctor. Dolittle was wor-  finaly /‘faineliadv. &5, BZ
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hedgehog /had3ehd ¢ n. hedgehogs
(E8D WB
housekeeper /‘haus,ki:pe/n. £13
Jip n & (FHWR)
lamb e m/n Z3, )\
marsh /ma: [/ n marshes (S8 ) BF,
it
mice /mais/n. mouse NE¥, ER
owl /aul/n. BB, B
pantry /'pentri/n. @RE, B82%
parrot /' & ret/n. #jig
pass /pa:s/vi. &3¢
Dolittle became poorer and poorer. p:;m thel feg i B0

. oo . patio /pmtie u/n X, EHF
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ried about money. She said they
were getting poorer and poorer
because the patients did not visit.
Doctor Dolittle told his sister that
he liked animals more than peo-
ple. His sister was not happy. As

the days and weeks passed Doctor
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ne day Doctor Dolittle was in his kitchen talking to the
O man who sold cat food. The man suggested that Doctor
Dolittle became an animal doctor instead of a people’s doctor. He
said that Doctor Dolittle had a great understanding of animals.
The wife of the cat food man had read a book on cats by the
Doctor. She thought it was very good.

While they were talking, Polynesia the parrot stopped
singing. She started to listen to the conversation. When the cat
food man had gone she started talking to Doctor Dolittle. She
told him that she also thought the Doctor should become an ani-
mal doctor. Polynesia said that the animals would know he was a
good doctor even if the people didn’t.

Polynesia asked the doctor if he knew that animals could talk.
Doctor Dolittle knew that parrots could talk. Polynesia informed
him that she could speak two languages - English and bird lan-
guage. Doctor Dolittle was very excited.

He went to his room and found a notebook. He asked

A°fvnes' Gives Doc*® politite Some Adv’."e
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Polynesia to teach him bird language. He wrote every
word in his notebook. At tea-time Jip the dog came into
the kitchen. Polynesia told the Doctor that Jip was also
talking to him. Doctor Dolittle thought that Jip was only
scratching his ear. Polynesia told him that animals did
not just speak with sounds.

Just then, Jip started to move his nose. Polynesia
informed Doctor Dolittle that Jip was trying to tell him
it had stopped raining. Polynesia helped Doctor Dolittle
to learn all the different animal languages. Soon he was
able to speak to every kind of animal.

He stopped being a people’s doctor and became an
animal doctor. People began to bring their animals to
see him. On one particular day a farmer brought his
horse to see Doctor Dolittle. The horse was very pleased
to find a doctor who understood horse language.

He told the Doctor about a vet he had seen before.
This vet did not understand the horse and did not know
what was wrong. He had given the horse the wrong
medicine. The horse said that he had bad eyes and he

wanted Doctor Dolittle to give him a pair of glasses. The
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horse told the Doctor that you had to be very clever
to be an animal doct;)r.

People were easy to understand, but animals
were not. The horse told his story about the farmer’s
boy. The boy had wanted to give the horse some bad
medicine. The horse had kicked the boy into a pond.

A week later the horse had his glasses. It became
quite usual to see animals wearing glasses. Now there
were no blind animals in Puddleby-on-the-Marsh.

Soon everybody, especially the animals had heard
about Doctor Dolittle. The animals treated by the
Doctor told their families and friends. Before long the
Doctor had many animals in his garden. They all
wanted the Doctor to cure them. There were so many
animals the doctor had to make special doors. The
front door was for horses and the side door for cows.
Every kind of animal had its own door.

After a few years every animal for miles around

knew about Doctor Dolittle. The birds that flew to
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other

countries told their friends, so

even in different countries animals

knew of Doctor Dolittle. He was more

famous among animals than people. Doctor
Dolittle was happy.

Doctor Dolittle was always writing in his

notebook. One afternoon he was writing and

Polynesia was sitting at the kitchen window.

Suddenly she laughed loudly. When Doctor Dolittle

asked her why, she told him that she was thinking

about people. Most people thought animals were stu-

pid. However, the only thing people understood

about animals was when dogs wagged their tails.

The Doctor thought that Polynesia was very

wise. After all, she was very old. In fact she was

so old she could not remember if she was one

hundred and eighty-two or one hundred

and eighty-three years old.
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