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The Stories Behind Common Chinese Idioms

R ERIE RS

Legends

Contents
To Crow like a Cock and Bark Mao Sui Recommends
Like a Dog 1 Himself 16
The Old Man on the Border Keeping a Seat Vacant 21
Loses a Horse 7  To Collapse Like an Earthen
Giving One’s Life for Righteousness 11 Wall 27

------ Y Tisat e 16

FESFHC I ceeeee 7 Jﬁﬁ[lx‘lf# ...... 99
%EEEY\)\( ...... 12 —‘Mf/%i& ...... 28




To Crow like a Cock and Bark like a Dog

Explanation:
Even pentty abilities can be useful.

Story:

In the Warring States Period the
prime minister of the State of Qi,
Lord Mengchang, was renowned
for his generosity. He supported
over 3,000 hangers-on.

Whenever one of these clients
came to him with some problem or
complaint, Lord Mengchang had a
secretary hiding behind a screen
and taking down the details. Later,
men would be despatched to the
complainant’s home with com-
fort and presents.
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King Zhao of the State of Qin
admired Lord Mengchang and in-
vited him to visit his court. Lord
Mengchang went there accompan-
ied by some 1,000 of his clients.

Lord Mengchang presented a
magnificent robe made out of pure
white fox fur to his host. The king
of Qin was delighted with this pres-
ent and had it stored in his treasury.

However, during his stay Lord
Mengchang was the victim of slan-
derous gossip, as a result of which
the king of Qin had him placed
under arrest. Lord Mengchang
asked the king's favorite concubine
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to intercede for him. The concu-
bine promised to do so, but only
on condition that he gave her a
robe like the one he had presented
to the king.

This put Lord Mengchang in a
dilemma, as the robe he had pres-
ented to the king was the only one
he possessed. Then one of his cli-
ents said, “Dont worry, My lord,
I can manage it.” That night he
crawled into the treasury through
a dog hole, barking like a dog. The
guards took no notice of him be-
cause they thought he was their
own dog, and the client success-
fully slipped inside and stole the
fox-fur robe. He gave it to the
king's concubine, and she per-
suaded the king to release Lord
Mengchang and his companions.




They fled from Qin the same
night, hoping to cross the border
of the state before the trick was
discovered. However, when they
reached the border pass at the mid-
night they found the gate firmly
shut, and were told that it would
not open until dawn. This time
another resourceful client sud-
denly started crowing like a cock.

One by one all the neighborhood
cocks started crowing too, and the
frontier guards, thinking that it
must be daybreak, opened the gate.
By the time the trick was discov-
ered and a hunt was launched for
the fugitives, Lord Mengchang and
his clients had been out of reach.
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The Old Man on the Border Loses a Horse

Explanation: Story:
Temporary setbacks sometimes Long ago there lived on the far
may be blessings western border of China an old

man and his son who raised horses.
One day one of their best horses
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suddenly ran away. The son pur-
sued it, but failad to catch it.
“Never mind,” said his father, “it
may return some day.” After some
months the horse did return, and
led a large herd of other horses. The
son was overjoyed at this unex-
pected fortune, but his father was
not carried away. “Good and bad
fortune often follow each other in
succession in this world, my son,
” he said. “Do not be too happy
lest you tempt fate.”

One day, while taming the new
horses, the son fell from a horse and
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broke a leg. Again, his father was
not dismayed. " This is a common
accident in our line of business.
Let it be alesson to you and benefit
from it,” he said.

At this time commissioners ar-
rived in the district drafting all fit
young men into the army. The old
man's son of course, was ex-
empted because, of his broken leg.
Thus, when all the other young
men from the neighborhoodbwere
killed in the war, the old man's
son survived.
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Giving One' s Life for
Righteousness

Explanation:
To sacrifice oneself for a just cause.

Story:

In the Spring and Autumn Per-
iod there lived a martial hero
named Yu Rang. When his patron,
Zhi Bo, was killed by Zhao Xiang-
zi, Yu Rang swore to avenge Zhi
Bo. He disguised himself as a ser-
vant and sneaked into the house-
hold of Zhao Xiangzi, however his
identity was discovered before he
had a chance to assassinate Zhao.
His intended victim, Zhao Xiangzi,
was moved by Yu Rang s loyalty
to his late master and set him free,
despite Yu Rang ‘s admission that
he would still try to kill him.
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Returning home, Yu Rang cut off
his eyebrows and beard, and swal-
lowed burning charcoal to hoarsen
his throat, in order to escape recog-
nition both in appearance and
voice. Some of his friends sug-
gested, “Would it not be easier if
you pretended to switch allegiance
to Zhao Xiangzi and then killed
him?" Indignantly, Yu Rang
replied, “How could a righteous
man do such a thing? *

One day Yu Rang hid underabridge
on a route that he knew Zhao Xiangxi
was to take. But when zhao' s car-
riage drew near the bridge the horses
began to neigh in fear. A search soon
found Yu Rang under the bridge, and
he was hauled out by Zhao Xiangzi s
men. Zhao said to him:" I admire your
devotion to your late master,but this
time I really cannot pardon you.” Yu
Rang replied, "I thank your Excel-
lency for your kindness.




