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Nowadays , there is high rate in Internet crimes. Chatroom has become one of

the major means to cheat chirdren of their trust. It is tough for parents to find good

ways to avoid the dangers in chatrooms.

Chatroom dangers

he conviction of a doctor for sexual

T

whom he met over the internet highlights the

dangers children face in online chatrooms, the

offences with girls as young as 13

Internet Safety Group says.

Group director Liz Butterfield said Mat-
thew Boyd's success in targeting underage girls
through internet chatrooms and the girls’ reluc-
tance to contact police about his offending
should serve as a lesson to parents.

“These guys are serial offenders, their
efforts are concerted and they can have multi-
ple relationships online. ”

“It’s something that very easily goes
under the parental radar, so that kids can be
conducting these relationships away from their
parents’ protective, watchful eyes. ”

Boyd, 28, of Wellington, was jailed on
Friday for two years after he admitted two counts
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of having sexual intercourse with girls under
16, and four counts of indecent assault.

The offending, relating to four girls from
the Dunedin area and two from Wellington,
happened between January 2001 and May
2002, initially while Boyd was working as a
locum doctor in Dunedin.

He met all the girls, who were aged 13 to
15, over the internet.

Ms Butterfield said teenagers were relying
on technology, through computers and mobile
phones, as no other generation had and it was
virtually impossible for parents to stop it.

Rather than trying to stop children commumi-
cating by computer and mobile phone, it was better
for parents to educate their children about the risks
and what to do if they felt they were in danger.

Cutting children off from computers
would not work, as they could still be access-
ed in internet cafes and libraries.

“As parents we have to talk about these online
relationships more openly so children feel freer to
come forward when they are in a situation where they
feel uncomfortable, but are unsure what to do.”

One of the problems for teenagers was
that they lacked any role models of how to
behave with the new technologies, as many
parents knew little about the technology.

“There is a lot we can do about teaching
children about the realistic risks in using this

technology and how to mitigate those risks. ”
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i&'
i i

2 <31

e SHF

Is it true that Internet dating is so mystical? Please read as follows :

S Modern esays S

Internet dating analysed

f you are young, single and looking to

date on the Intemet, be ware! You
could find your online flirting the focus of scientif-
ic research.

That is what happened to members of a
Swedish online dating site called pus-
sokram. com, which translates as “kiss ‘n’
hug” . Unbeknownst to its members, scien-

tists were analysing how the daters made

their moves.
For 17 months, Petter Holme from
Stockholm University, Sweden, and his

colleagues gathered anonymous data from the
site owner on almost 30,000 users, including
how often users contacted one another. The
members, who are mainly teenagers and
young adults, can chat or date via e-mails,

declare their love anonymously or write open
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declarations in a guest book.

To work out how ‘ pussokram’ worked,
Holme joined the community under the pseu-
donym ‘ milk monkey’. “I didn’t get any of-
fers, but then I didn’t try to,” he says.

The analysis, published in Social Net-
works, revealed intriguing differences between
real-life romance and the virtual version. In
normal friendships and courting, for example,
people tend to gravitate towards their own
type; like movie stars, popular folk hang out
with other well-liked friends or lovers.

On pussokram, however, well-connected
people are less selective, says Holme. This
might be because people feel freer to go for
different kinds of romantic partners under the
cloak of anonymity, he suggests.

Hub love

Scientists have studied social networks for
many years, mostly through painstaking inter-
views. But the recent explosion of online dating
and friendship sites such as Friendster provides
a golden opportunity to analyse large social
groups and how they change with time; Holme’
s study is one of the first to do this.

Ultimately, such analyses could reveal
information with a practicalv use. Marketers
and political campaigners, for example,
are interested in finding out how to identify
and target people with numerous cont acts

( called hubs) , who might spread the word
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