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1. America’s Best Idea
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The idea of preserving the wild and freshness of nature’s beauty was
expressed by many. However, it is the United States that made the first ef-
fort to set aside protected lands which turned out to be the predecessors of
national parks in the U.S. In 1872, Yellowstone National Park was established
as arguably the world’s first truly national park. The “dean of western writ-
ers”, American Pulitzer prize-winning author Wallace Stegner, has writen
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that national parks are “America’s best idea,”—a departure from the royal
preserves that Old World sovereigns enjoyed for themselves—inherently
democratic, open to all, “they reflect us at our best, not our worst.” Even with
the creation of Yellowstone, Yosemite, and nearly 37 other national parks
and monuments, another 44 years passed before an agency was created in the
United States to administer these units in a comprehensive way—the U.S.
National Park Service (NPS).

During its 100th anniversary in 2007, former president George W. Bush
declared: “A vital goal for this country would be to prepare the parks, to
guard the parks, to conserve the parks, to make the parks relevant to the
American people in honor of the 100th anniversary.” Thanks to such idea, one
can experience in American national parks various grand views from the Stat-
ue of Liberty to the geysers' of Yellowstone, to the vistas® of the Grand Can-
yon and the volcanoes of Hawaii.

Among all the national parks in the United States, Yellowstone is the first
in many ways. It is the first national park in the world, the example on which
parks everywhere are modeled. It is the largest park in the lower 48 states. It

: has some of the most famous park features,
such as Old Faithful, the Grand Canyon of
the Yellowstone, and freely roaming herds
of buffalo’. It also includes the nation’s
largest wildlife preserve, an enormous lake,
the Continental Divide, some 10,000 hy-
drothermal* features, and over 1,000 miles
of trails. And its diversity of attractions is

a match for any location on the planet. No

BRRER

doubt that Yellowstone is a must-see desti-

1 geyser n. [RIRIR, KRS

2 vista n. SREKHRE, R, BY, HEE
3 buffalo n. (ENEE,IEMZH)AKE, KMNEL
4 hydrothermal adj. #KHK, #HK
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nation for foreign visitors in the United States in a sense that the Great Wall is
in China.

Primarily located in the state of Wyoming, Yellowstone National Park
has extended into Montana and Idaho. The Rocky Mountain surrounds the
park area and its remoteness. From afar, Yellowstone is not as dramatic be-
cause much of the parkland comprises heavily forested mountains, winding
brooks, and arid, high-country plateaus. However, at closer glance, Yellow-
stone’s natural marvels are startling: hundreds of geysers, scores of inspiring
waterfalls, and a gorge — carved by time and water — that rivals the Grand
Canyon. This park commands the imagination and envelops the senses from
the moment of arrival. It is home to a large variety of wildlife and extraordi-
nary geysers and hot springs, especially the famous Old Faithful Geyser. Its
eruptions have been witnessed by millions. Although there is a popular mis-
conception that the geyser erupts once per hour, in reality it averages an erup-
tion every hour and a half or so. It was named for its regularity by members
of the Washburn-Longford Expedition in 1870. Yellowstone’s wildlife is as
spectacular as the hydrothermal features. Because of the park’s remote loca-
tion, and because of its large size, animals roam freely and are able to live in
a natural way much as their kind have lived for centuries. Large animals in
the park are not hunted, herded, or fed. Because there are many areas within
the park with panoramic views or where meadows break up forested areas it
is relatively easy to see the wildlife in its natural state. Many kinds of animals
have little fear of people and can be approached fairly closely. This is there-

fore not just a paradise for sightseers — it’s a scientific preserve as well.
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Another powerful and inspiring landscape among American national
parks is the Grand Canyon, lying on the Colorado Plateau in northwestern
Arizona. This World Heritage Site never fails to overwhelm visitors’ senses
through its vista —incomprehensible' size, deep color, and rich display of
rock layers. The canyon is unmatched by any natural display on Earth.

Well known for its geologic’ significance, the canyon is a monument to
its own creation, owed mostly to the mighty Colorado River. Flowing from
the Rocky Mountains to the Gulf of California, the Colorado River is the
carving force behind this 277-mile-long chasm’. In its mile-deep plunge, the
Grand Canyon’s terrain ranges from conifer forest to desert, with river niches
in between. These different habitats allow a great diversity of wildlife to live
throughout the canyon. Looking down from the rim, you might spot a big-
homn sheep casually walking up a nearly vertical grade or a chuckwalla® lizard
basking’ in the sun. At the bottom, you might catch a glimpse of the Colorado
River as it rushes along the canyon floor. Natural sounds are an important
part of Grand Canyon National Park. Rustling winds in the canyons and the
rush of waters are the heartbeat and breathe of some of our most valuable
resources. Major and explorer John Wesley Powell once described sounds in
the canyon as: “Mountains of music swell in the river. Hills of music billow
in the creeks...While other melodies are heard in the gorges of the lateral can-
yons. The Grand Canyon is a land of song.” For many people, the incredible
beauty and sheer size of the canyon is the source of awe. It may move visitors
the way religion moves fervent believers. the canyon also offers a view of
almost 2 billion years of our planet’s history. It is a journey through time to
visit the canyon. ‘

Other well-known national parks include Redwood National Park, Death

incomprehensible adj. AREEARA, FTiEFIER
geologic adf. HBB(¥)I, MR (%) LM

chasm 2. %Y, B0

chuckwalla ». A5

bask vi. WK FHCESZ0E), BBHARE, WRalierE
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Valley National Park, Rainbow Bridge National Park and Hot Springs which is
nicknamed “The American .
Spa”. The National Parks have
already been the integral part
of the fabric of American life,
unite its past, its cultures and
its special places, to establish ¢

important connections to the .

present and build a rich and
lasting legacy for future gener- KIS SN — 8
ations.
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