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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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A NATION IS BORN

@ Population: ! about 250 million people
States: 50
Important Rivers: Mississippi and Missouri
Important Mountains: Rocky and Appalachian
Important Lakes: Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario

This is a map of the United States today. It is a big country with 50
states. 2

1. population: AT e 2. states: M o




The first European explorers ! came to America about 400 years ago.
At that time America was an enormous > wilderness ® and Indians
lived there.

America became independent * from Britain in 1776. It became a
nation and grew very quickly.

Enthusiastic ° people wanted to explore and live in the West. The
story of the American West is exciting!

0 Are these sentences “Right” (A) or “Wrong” (B)? If there is not
enough information to answer “Right” (A) or “Wrong” (B), choose
“Doesn’t say” (C).

0. The United States of America has 50 states.

(A)Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
1. The Mississippi and Appalachian are two important rivers.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
2. America has four important lakes.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
3. About 250 million people live in the United States.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
4. The Rocky Mountains are very tall.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
5. The first European explorers came to America about 400 years ago.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
6. The Indians explored the West.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
1. explorers : K - 4. independent : JH LY o
2. enormous: /) KHj o 5. enthusiastic : #IFH -

3. wilderness : ¥ o




BEFORE YOU READ

0 Do you know these words?

stagecoach
AT

tepee
(dbEEE L AR -

SEREHIKE) BEHER
i 2

covered wagon
EEENFHELE



@ o Listen to Chapter One and answer the following questions.
Tick (v) A,Bor C.

0. How mamny Indicms lived in America A [ | 40,000.
when the first explorers carived? B [ | 30 million.
c 20 million.

1. What did every Indian tribe have? A [ | A buffalo.
B [ | A chief.
C [ | Tobacco plants.

2. Who hunted the buffalo? A [ | The Indians of the Plains.
B [ | All the Indiams.
C [ | The explorers.

3. Who were expert hunters? A [ | The Indians of the West.
B [ | The Indians of the forest.
C [ ] The Indians of the Plains.

4. Who loved and respected nature? A [ | The explorers.
B [ | The Indians.
C [ | The Indion chiefs.

5. Where did the settlers want to go? A [ | To the West.
B [ | To Asia.
C [ | To South America.

6. Why were the Indioms very angry? Because they had no food.
Because they had no rifles.
Because they lost their

land and their way of life.

Q w
N

7. What are reservations? Indian lands in the West.

Lands with lots of buffalo.
Government land for the
Indiams to live on.

Qw »
oon

11



CHAPTER ONE

he American Indians came from Asia about
40,000 years ago! They crossed the Bering Strait. '
Then they went down to North and South
America. (See map on page 13) About 20 million
Indians lived in America when the first explorers arrived. These
Indians lived in many different tribes.? Every tribe had a chief.?
The Indians and the explorers were friends. The Indians taught
the explorers how to grow corn, * potatoes and tobacco. ® They
taught them how to travel by canoe ¢ in the wilderness.

1. strait : ¥k o 4. corn:
2. tribes : ¥
3. chief: P © 5. tobacco : JHEL o

6. canoe : AN o



The First Americans: The Indians

The arrows on the map show how the American Indians came from Siberia
(Asia) to North America. They crossed the Bering Strait and then traveled to
different parts of North America. With time they settled on the North
American continent.

13




The American West

The explorers brought the Indians rifles, tools, cattle and
horses. The explorers also brought illnesses. ! Many Indians died
from these illnesses.

The Indians of the Plains > were expert hunters. ? They rode fast
horses. They hunted the buffalo* with bows and arrows or rifles.

These Indians followed the buffalo across the Plains. They used
the buffalo for food, clothes and tepees.

The other American Indians were farmers. They farmed, fished
and hunted small animals.

The Great Buffalo Hunt by William Robinson Leigh, 1947.
(The Rockwell Museum, New York)

1. illnesses: (PEEIERN illness) B o 3. expert hunters : i ZHBHIETF -
2. plains : ‘FJR - 4. buffalo : K&

14



The First Americans: The Indians

These native ! Americans were happy people. They were strong,
healthy ? and courageous.® They loved and respected nature.

After many years, more new settlers and explorers went to
America. They wanted to go to the West. They wanted to live
there. They took the land from the Indians. The Indians were
very angry and the Indian Wars started. Many people were
killed.

The Indians lost their land and their way of life. They went to
live on reservations. *

The Captive Charger by Charles Wimar, 1854.
(The Saint Louis Museum of Art, St. Louis, Missouri)

1. native : AXHLH o 3. courageous : B o
2. healthy : SRR o 4. reservations : ALIEEISE L A\ M5 B Hl -
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