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It is my great pleasure to share some impressions of my great friend, Hai Xiang whom | have
met on both coasts of the North American continent —— at the beginning and the end of his
great American odyssey.

Xiang is a unique individual with a rare combination of talent, warmth, and ingenuity. His
openness and inquisitive nature are remarked on by almost everyone who meets him. His stories
and images of the United States are destined to become classice both here and abroad. As
an American | am struck by Xiang’s ability to see and understand my compatriots and their
landscapes as they really are.

Xiang’s unusual approach to travel is what drew me to him right from the start. As an
experienced traveler myself, | know that a wilingness to ask questions and listen carefully to
the anewers is the key to a full experience on the road. Xiang's ineatiable curiosity about me, my
family, and our lives along with his own candidness proved to be an irresistible combination. Within
a few minutes of meeting Xiang, | knew we had become great friends. At the time, neither us knew

that | would be the first stop on his epic tour of the United States. Even less did either of us

suspect that six months later I would also be his final stop — six thousand miles to the east.

[t was a chance meeting that brought Xiang and me together a sunny spring orning
in Hollister, California. | was watching my daughter ride her tricycle back and forth in front of my
house. Xiang who was staying at a neighbor’s house came up, introduced himself, and we were
so00n deep in conversation. | invited him to stay for dinner and spend the night. That evening, Xiang,

my wife and | stayed up late sharing travel stories and hearing about his hopes for adventure in

America. During his stay we showed him a travel book written by a Chinese friend of ours whom



we met in Azerbaijan. He told us that he was inspired by that book and hoped to write something
similar about his travels across the country.

At the time we were preparing to leave California and resettle in Shelburne Falls.
Massachusetts on the East Coast. Hearing of his plans for a cross — country trip, we invited
Xiang to vieit us in our new home at the end of his trip. In the intervening months we looked forward
to his emailed updates of evocative writing and spectacular photographs. Nevertheless we were
very surprised when six months later Xiang hitchhiked right to our front door, more than six
thousand miles from where he began.

Xiang was not in Shelburne Falls for more than a couple of hours before he had secured
three tickets to the coveted Bridge Dinner, an event my wife and | thought we had no chance of
attending. In addition, Xiang had made numerous friends and had himeelf interviewed by one of the
local newspapers. Xiang’s lust for life and the enthusiasm with which he shared adventures from
his transcontinental trip won him many friends in Shelburne Falls.

After meeting Xiang, it is clear why he has had so many fine experiences on his American
odyssey. As an experienced traveler myself, | know that a genuine curiosity, respect, and interest
ih the areas that you visit are essential to a thorough enjoyment of travel. Xiang's warmth
and willingness to meet people on their own terms is most likely his recipe for successful travel.
There is no aspect of the cultural experience that Xiang is not eager to take part in. From helping
with washing the dishes to cutting firewood for the winter, Xiang is an enthusiastic guest who
understands that personal experience, no matter how hurble, is the key to getting under the skin
of a foreign culture.

Xiang’s personal gusto for travel informs both his stories and his pictures. A consummate
photographer, Xiang's images of my homeland are among the finest and most insightful | have ever
seen. The images portray both a beauty and a candidness that invoke the brilliant photographs of
two other visitors to America: André Kerté sz and Alfred Eisenstdt

I have no doubt that Xiang's images and stories of America will become classics as they

portray to Americans how the rest of the world sees us.
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There he was, standing by the roadside in southern Utah, expectantly watching the oncoming
traffic. Now, | am not in the habit of picking up hitchhikers, but this man did not appear dangerous,
only a guy needing a ride. So perhaps with divine inspiration, | pulled over, we exchanged a few
words, and in a split second, | decided to invite Xiang and his backpack into the back seat of my
SUV. Thus began & days of fantastic camping and hiking, and the beginning of a lifelong friendship
with one of the most wonderful men ['ve ever known.

| convinced him to accompany us (my friend Liz and myself) to Bryce Canyon, and we
discovered his love of red wine, cold beer, and hotdogs. Between hiking the Hoodoos and dodging
the rain, Xiang gathered pine cones, and built a great campfire, where we heard about his journey
across America. Such a sense of adventurel Such love and trust of peoplel That is the part of
Xiang | came to know. Under the starry night skies outside Buckskin Gulch, he shared his belief in
God and the fate that brought us together. On scorching hot hikes he cheered us, climbing the
hills to find a safe way back to the trailhead . In narrow slot canyons, he lifted or pulled us over
boulders. And through it all, he told us about his love of the world he has traveled, and his plan to
learn about a part of America that few Americans know. He would write about this epic journey,
and believed the people of China would also share his love of this land.

I hope that you readers will know that your author, Xiang, is one of the most extraordinary
men I've met. Strong, filled with humor, able to make friends anywhere, inspired by a desire to learn

EVERYTHING —— Be ready for the trip of your life!
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I didn't know how to begin this so | just started at the beginning and wrote my impression of
you. It is not complete, as we continue to get to know each other, and with luck we will continue to
tell each others story. | remember that first day as | was working in our yard on the Northern Big
Sur Coast of Californial looked up to see a sturdy young man with a large backpack and a larger
smile walking down our drive. He introduced himself and explained that he had intended.

To camp at Foint Lobos State Park (our neighbor) only to find that camping was not allowcd,
and could he pitch his tent in our yard. | told him he was welcome to but would probably be more
comfortable in our guest cottage.

Haixiang stayed and worked with us for nearly a week. That period gave us time to get
to know each other and gave me time to encourage him along his chosen road. Fate seemed to
have set him here. | had hitch-hiked and worked around the world for seventeen years and in him |
recoghized some of myself. He is curious and ever ready to learn, he has a good insight of human
nature and reads peoples character quickly. His humility keeps him from being overly judgmental
and allows him to maintain a broad perspective with a fair view. His sense of humor helps him
maintain a balance regardless of the situation.

I'sent him down the road with a wave and a smile. When he returned to us about a year
later my wife and | were only too happy to accept his invitation to visit with him in China. The only
place in the world that | had planned a trip and then not taken it was to China, and here twenty—
five years later, was my dream come true. In an incredile three month Journey that took us from
Shanghai in the East to Lahsa in the West, from Yinchuan and Beijing in the North to Hong Kong
and Aomen in the South we met a cross section of China that, by ourselves, would not have been

possible.



We were introduced to a China straining at its very seams, growing, blossoming and
setting an Olympic pace for all to follow. We met a China hospitable and kind, hardworking and
compassionate. We saw poverty and we saw people working their way out of poverty. We saw a
country on the move.

For all of this wonder | can but Thank Haixiang and his Family. As this friendship and
association grows he and his Family have made it possible for us to better understand the people
of China, and | trust, for the Chinese to better understand the people of the United States.
Haixiang Yu truly is a bridge between our cultures. | am proud to know him, support his considered

opinions, and call him my true Friend.
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