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Unit One

Text A . Chinatown
Text B: The Chinese People Today

Text A
Chinatown

In the cities, the Chinese lived in their own areas
known as Chinatown. They were small, crowded areas.
The Chinese sent most of their money home to their fami-
lies. So they lived in poverty in America,

Few of these settlers had their families here, so China-
town was mostly a town of bachelors. Life was lonely. But
at least they lived in a familiar place with their own people.

Sunday was a day for relaxing. The grocery store be-
came the social center. The Chinese bought their supplies
there. They visited, ate, and played MahJong there.

The first Chinatowns was in San Francisco. It is still
the largest and most famous Chinatown. The Chinatown
had started to move eastward after the railroad was built.

1



By 1900s, there were Chinatown in Chicago, Detroit,
Boston, and New York,

Today there are Chinatowns in large and small cities
across the country. To many of us, Chinatowns are tourist
attractions. But many Chinese settlers and their American-
born children and grandchildren live there. Chinese life and
traditions are very much alive there.

Of course, many Americans of Chinese descent do not
live in Chinatowns. But Chinatown is still a link with their
heritage. They go to Chinatown to shop, and eat, for wed-
dings and celebrations.

The Chinese New Year is celebrated in Chinese- Ameri-
can homes and restaurants across the country. But it is in
Chinatowns that the celebrations are the greatest.

The lunar (moon) new year is celebrated with parades.

costumes, music, and lots and lots to eat.

Words and Expressions

own/aun/adj. HCH bachelor /'bzt[ala/n.
crowded /'kraudid/adj. KEBF. BHN

HHH lonely /Maunli/adj. 68y
poverty/'povati/n. # 495, FiEH

gt _ familiar /ia'milja/adj.
settler/'setla/n. B ; BEM

FHE relax/ri'leks /vi. 00,

2



58 ATL/ -
ve. SRR, ERTHA 5
FiRR
grocery/'grausari/n. {22
R ARGE
supply/sa'plai/n. (pl. )
ISR R R
San Francisco
/iszen fran'siskau/
[H& W
famous /'feimas/adj.
EAN LA
Chicago/[i'ka:gou/Z In &
Detroit/do'troit /e F5 it
Boston/'ho:tan/ i L i
tourist/'tuarist/n. FEITH
m¥&
adj. BRATHY W IEHY
attraction/a'trakfan/n.
U EIR Ty
tradition/tra'difan/n. {4

&l
alive/alaiv/adj. B 1% 7115
#m R ;T E A
descent/di’ sent/n, M4 ;
i b
heritage /'heritid3/n.
L D SR L )
wedding /'wedig/n. %L
celebrate /'selibreit/vt. JCBL
lunar /'lu;na/adi. Hf4;
f£LH &y
parade/pa'reid /n. $¥77
costume/'kostju :m/n.
FR % s B 0K LR
(bedknown as BLeseee BB,
HwIANE

at least F/

live in poverty
EEEFRESP
a day for relaxing {REH

Notes

i. In the cities. the Chinese lived in their own areas known
3



as Chinatowns.

FEEMARTE. PEAEBERNECHBEM A EASH
HIMX
it Z 47 A 48 & known as TEA) iR 2 iE . 85 YT TR &9 48 3]
areas

. It is still the largest and most famous Chinatown.
ERENRERRXKABEANEAL.
PN EI—REER  EBEAFRBRN AL,

. By 1900s,...
BT A4,
A FEak W in 1930s T B S 4R

in 1820s £+ ML TR

. To most of us, Chinatowns are tourist attractions.
R 2 ARR, EABRE I HREATLi.

. But it is in Chinatown that the celebrations are the great-
est,
{8 1 & 7B A BN RS E S RRRAN .
XE—A4 it is.. . that... BiA4) ., %A in Chinatowns

Understanding the Text

Choose the best for each of the following statements.
1. Chinese Americans mainly lived in

A. every big city B. only San Francisco

C. China D, Chinatowns.

2. Most of the Chinese Americans

4



A, had no child B. lived a poar life

C.led a lonely life D. Both B. and C.
3. The Chinatown in San Francisco __ in the Unit-
ed States.

A. was the first Chinatown
B. is still the biggest Chinatown
C. was not the only one after the raiiroad was built
D. All of the above. '
4, For the Chinese Americans Chinatown
A.is a town of bachelors
B. was a place where people could play MahJong
C.1is a tie to Chinese cultures and traditions
D. was the social center
5. The Chinese New Year is a time for __
A, Chinese to wear new clothes
B. great celebrations in Chinatowns
C. weddings in Chinatowns

D. for everyone to eat a lot
Exercises

I.Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions given
below. Change the form if necessary (J T ¥ 8 ia] 8 45 i
EE, SENEEEAD:

Ilonely, celebrate, relax. in poverty, descent. at least, fa-

{miliar. tradition. link. heritage




1. It is reported that the flood was terrible and
six people were found missing.

2. He said he was so busy that he could not find time for

3.Is there a between smoking and lung cancer?

4. He didn't want to live such a life and went to
New York. '

5. This is my hometown. I'm with every road

and every house here.
6. It was strange that she said she didn’ t know how to
her birthday.

7. Life for those was becoming worse when
prices went up.

8. The couple living next to your door are of French

9. This old temple is a historical .

10. It is a Chinese that over the Spring Festival
people visit each other and exchange greetings.

1. Complete the following sentences with the given verb in

its proper form (HZIFAMEREARZKTFIET).

1. 1' m afraid I (make) some mistakes in class
yesterday. _
2.1 (start) learning only a few months ago. 1

can't play very well.

3.1In a library, the person who (look) after it is
called a librarian. '
6



4. Sunday evenings he (watch) TV with his par-
ents,

5. It looks as if it (go) to rain. Shall we take
our raincoats with us?

6. He likes to go to that shop because he thinks the goods
there (be) very cheap.

7.1'll give him your note as soon as [ (see) him
on Monday morning. |

8. The postman {(come) at exactly nine o’ clock
every day to deliver the post.

9. He (want) to go to the party, but he had no
time. _
10. It seldom rains here in spring, but it (rain)

now.

E.Cloze (EHIZ),

Of all our festivals the Spring Festival is the most
(1)  to us Chinese,

Several days (2) the lunar new year, we spring-
clean our houses and  (3) .., them. The old folk say that
everything must be new and clean for the Spring Festival
celebrations (4) that the new year will bring happiness
and good luck.

The celebration brings on the eve of the lunar new
year, when the family gathers for dinner. No matter  (5)
__ far away from home a person is, he will always try to get

home in  (6) for this big dinner, which lasts a couple of

7



hOl.l rs.

On the first day of the (D, we usually stay at

home. We get up early and, first thing, exchange New Year
8) .

On the second and the third day we go  (9)  rela-
tives and friends. We sit around chatting and eating sweets
and cakes and all kinds of delicacies. Every _ (10)  pre-

_pares something special.

1. A. alive . B. special C.important ~° D. lonely

2. A.before  B.after C.in D. for

3. AL relax B.decorate  C.celebrate D. supply

4. A. such B. and C. for D.so

5. A. what B. which C. how D. where

6. A. fact B. time C. poverty D. wedding
7. A.parade B.tradition C. holiday D. grocery
8, A.friends B.families  C.cards D. greetings
9, A, shopping B. calling C. visiting D. moving
10. A.person B. place C. family D. mother

N . Translate the following into Chinese O F 514 & &M N
). '

1. live in poverty

2. a day for relaxing

3. tourist attractions

4. Americans of Chinese descent

5. the lunar new year

V. Translate the following sentences into English C}§ T 314]
8
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L AR AT G R AR R E.
2 M H L - REWRE EMEME RO H T HE.
3 BAREH CHSHFILET.
4. 2SR EKWH TR 1T.
5 MEFH - EHEXHE, FRFSBI BN,
6 AL AEERRR Il ik 2R —A —RKR
H.
T REBIZXERTERRREANBRRY.
8. S REHNGHEMEH EBITFFRRN—TE,

Text B
The Chinese People Today

On October 1, 1949, the People’ s Republic of China
was founded. The Chinese people became master of their
own state and embarked on a great new era. The Chinese
people today., have made tremendous achievements in both
social and economic development during the past 5 years,
especially the 15 years of reform and opening up to the out-
side world. _

Great change has also taken place in everyday life of the
Chinese people. We can see that the reform has given the
Chinese people a chance to break the bonds of conservatism
and step out into the world, The new system that replaced

g



