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Banw x| Reading fon nformation

Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you believe in love at first sight? Is it never more than a passing attraction?

2. What do you think about “puppy love”? Do you agree with the statement that “Love is the most

beautiful pain you can have”?

| e

@ 1 fell in love, or my hormones awakened from their long

slumber in my body, and suddenly the goal of my days was
focused on one thing: to catch a glimpse of my secret love.
And it had to remain secret, because I had, of course, in the
great tradition of tragic romance, chosen to love a bey who
was totally out of my reach. He was not Puerto Rican; he was
Italian and rich. He was also an older man. He was a senior at
the high school when I came in as a freshman. I first saw him
in the hall, leaning casually on a wall that was the border line
between girlside and boyside for underclassmen. He looked
extraordinarily like a young Marlon Brando — down to the
ironic little smile. The total of what I knew about the boy who

starred in every one of my awkward fantasies was this: that he

| Fell in Love, or My Hormones Awakened
By Judith Ortiz Cofer

hormone /' hoimoun/ n. ¥& , % R E

slumber /'slamba/ n. BERR

Puerto Rican # 3 & &A

underclassman /. anda ' klazsmon/ n.
(RFRFPEMSFRFAE

Marlon Brando & & - @ £ & (1924-
2004, £ B F 4R, £ (H
)F)
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was the nephew of the man who owned the supermarket on
s my block; that he often had parties at his parents’ beautiful
home in the suburbs which I would hear about; that
this family had money (which came to our school in many
ways) — and this fact made my knees weak; and that he
worked at the store near my apartment building on weekends
20 and in the summer.

@® My mother could not understand why I became so eager
errand /'erond/ n. (4264 ) £F to be the one sent out on her endless errands. 1 pounced on
pounce on —edRAEIFF| every opportunity from Friday to late Saturday afternoon to go

after eggs, cigarettes, milk (I tried to drink as much of it as

staple /'sterpl/ adj. B % 5% &) 35 possible, although I hated the stuff) — the staple items that
she would order from the “American” store.

aisle /a1l/ n. (% /& 249 )idid €® Week after week I wandered up and down the aisles,

furtive /'fa1tiv/ adj. i #ied taking furtive glances at the stock room in the back,

breathlessly hoping to see my prince. Not that I had a plan. I

pilgrim /' pilgrim/ n. $AE# w felt like a pilgrim waiting for a glimpse of Mecca. I did not
Mecca /' meka /& o (7 47 ZH 3k expect him to notice me. It was sweet agony.

Lo BERBIHGIETS) | @y One day I did see him. Dressed in a white outfit like a

agony /'&gont/ n. ¥ surgeon: white pants and shirt, white cap, and (gross sight, but

gross /graus / adj. — WAk i A 49 not to my love-glazed eyes) blood-smeared butcher’s apron, he

glaze /glerz/ v. #(IH)R 5 4 (R 3  was helping to drag a side of beef into the freezer storage area
IR of the store. I must have stood there like an idiot, because I
smear /smio/ v. FME, FF remember that he did see me, he even spoke to me! I could
have died. I think he said, “Excuse me,” and smiled vaguely in
my direction.

w @ After that, I willed occasions to go to the supermarket. I
watched my mother’s pack of cigarettes empty ever so slowly.

I wanted her to smoke them fast. I drank milk and forced it on

my brother (although a second glass for him had to be bought

with my share of Fig Newton cookies which we both liked, but
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we were restricted to one row each). I gave my cookies up for
love, and watched my mother smoke her L&M’s with so little
enthusiasm that I thought (God, no!) that she might be cutting
down on her smoking or maybe even giving up the habit. At
this crucial time!

cried hot tears on my pillow for the things that kept us apart. In

I thought I had kept my lonely romance a secret. Often I

my mind there was no doubt that he would never notice me
(and that is why I felt free to stare at him — I was invisible).
He could not see me because I was a skinny Puerto Rican girl, a
freshman who did not belong to any group he associated with.

@ At the end of the year 1 found out that I had not been
invisible. I learned one little lesson about human nature —
adulation leaves a scent, one that we are all equipped to
recognize, and no matter how insignificant the source, we seek it.
@© In June the nuns at our school would always arrange
for some cultural extravaganza. In my freshman year it was
a Roman banquet. We had been studying Greek drama (as
a prelude to church history — it was at a fast clip that we
galloped through Sophocles and Euripedes toward the early
Christian martyrs ), and our young, energetic Sister Agnes
was in the mood for spectacle. She ordered the entire
student body (it was a small group of under 300 students)
to have our mothers make us togas out of sheets. She handed
out a pattern on mimeo pages fresh out of the machine. I
remember the intense smell of the alcohol on the sheets of
paper, and how almost everyone in the auditorium brought
theirs to their noses and inhaled deeply — mimeographed
handouts were the school-day buzz that the new Xerox
generation of kids is missing out on. Then, as the last couple of

weeks of school dragged on, the city of Paterson becoming a
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adulation/.@dju'le1fan/ n. 24447

scent /sent/ n. &k ; 35T
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banquet / 'baepkwit/ n. 5%

prelude /' preljuid/ n. A

clip /Klip/ n. (=) &3t;FHik
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martyr /' mazto/ n. F)iE &
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oven /'Avan/ n. %45 W

wilt fwilt/ v. (AN)EERE

frantic /' frentik/ adj. (B &% . £
RS ) KAz

dais /' dens/ n. &4

regally /'riigall/ adv. # E 43 ;
JEH

enthrone /i 'Oroun/ v. (B £ )m%.;
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unintelligible /,anm' telidzobl/ adj.
A AR

enthrall /m'Oro:l/ v. #4E,8 3]4E
cascade /kae'skerd/ v. EHKT %
choir /'kwara/ n. "§i% 3t

awe for/ n. (sFAP %69 )# &

offspring /'ofsprig/ n. ;B K,

recite /r1'sart/ v. i@ ;%

escort /1’ skoit/ v. i

drape /drerp/ v. (4 RIRS ) ZAEARK
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concrete oven, and us wilting in our uncomfortable uniforms,
we labored like frantic Roman slaves to build a splendid
banquet hall in our small auditorium. Sister Agnes wanted a
raised dais where the host and hostess would be regally
enthroned. (10 min)
© She had already chosen our Senator and Lady from
among our ranks. The Lady was to be a beautiful new student
named Sophia, a recent Polish immigrant, whose English was
still practically unintelligible, but whose features, classically
perfect without a trace of makeup, enthralled us. Everyone
talked about her gold hair cascading past her waist, and her
voice, which could carry a note right up to heaven in choir.
The nuns wanted her for God. They kept saying that she had
vocation. We just looked at her in awe, and the boys seemed
afraid of her. She just smiled and did as she was told. I don’t
know what she thought of it all. The main privilege of beauty is
that others will do almost everything for you, including thinking,
@ Her partner was to be our best basketball player, a tall,
red-haired senior, whose family sent its many offspring to our
school. Together, Sophia and her senator looked like the best
combination of immigrant genes our community could
produce. It did not occur to me to ask then whether anything
but their physical beauty qualified them for the starring roles in
our production. I had the highest average in the church history
class, but I was given the part of one of many “Roman
Citizens.” I was to sit in front of the plastic fruit and recite a
greeting in Latin along with the rest of the school when our
hosts came into the hall and took their places on their throne.

@ On the night of our banquet, my father escorted me in my
toga to the door of our school. I felt foolish in my awkwardly

draped sheet (blouse and skirt required underneath ). My



mother had no great skill as a seamstress. The best she could
do was hem a skirt or a pair of pants. That night I would have
traded her for a peasant woman with a golden needle. I saw
other Roman ladies emerging from their parents’ cars looking
authentic in sheets of material that folded over their bodies like
the garments on a statue by Michelangelo. How did they do it?
How was it that | always got it just slightly wrong, and worse, 1
believed that other people were just too polite to mention it.
“The poor little Puerto Rican girl,” I could hear them thinking.
But in reality, I must have been my worst critic, self-conscious
as [ was.

@® Soon, we were all sitting at our circle of tables joined
together around the dais. Sophia glittered like a golden statue.
Her smile was beatific: a perfect, silent Roman lady. Her
“senator” looked uncomfortable, glancing around at his
buddies, perhaps waiting for the ridicule that he would surely
get in the locker room later. The nuns in their black habits
stood in the background watching us. What were they
supposed to be, the Fates? Nubian slaves? The dancing girls
did their modest little dance to tinny music from their finger
cymbals, then the speeches were made. Then the grape juice
“wine” was raised in a toast to the Roman Empire we all knew
would fall within the week — before finals anyway.

@® All during the program I had been in a state of controlled
hysteria. My secret love sat across the room from me looking
supremely bored. I watched his every move, taking him in
gluttonously. I relished the shadow of his eyelashes on his
ruddy cheeks, his pouty lips smirking sarcastically at the
ridiculous sight of our little play. Once he slumped down on
his chair, and our sergeant-at-arms nun came over and tapped

him shérply on his shoulder. He drew himself up slowly, with
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