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INTRODUCTION

Wasrmarsy Trvive, the eighth and ynungest eon of
Willlam and Sarsh, Trving was born in a houce on William
Street, in New York City, April 8, 1783. His father waa
a descendant of an old Orkney family, and his mother was
a nstive of Falmeuth, Freland. Yourg Washinaton began
his =cheol dars at the nge of forr. Af the age of sixteen
his selool days were cver, and he besan the study of law.
Thewgh his edueation was of » redimentery  and  ineomplete
character, eonsistirg of a sn a'tering of Latin, musie, and
the ordinary English Franches, he gave ear'y sipns of o
natural  avidity for jeading, and of a rower of rapidly
assrailating what he read. Sinkad, Robinson Crasoe, and
Grlliver made a deep impression on h's yourg mirnd. Hig
ecrly fondness for romanee showed itself in many ways,
and  the thraier in  Jaln  Street reesessed  for him g
Bedve'ive elarm, to which he svteermbed og cften s he
ervld sten) awey from bomes for Fis father, of the stern
ways and hatits of the Eeafch Covenanter, 1.oked uron
theaters  with  hearty  disfaver.  In 1802 he entered the
lnw afliea of Tosish Ogdon Hoffman, and, trgether with his
“Bl'.ang‘fnne,” he  read  general  liternture voracioncly,
Ahount this time his Lerlth Tegen to fail, and he n:ade
frequent  trips vp the Frdwomn and  the Mokawk, to
Opd nshrre,  Montreal, Alkany,  Echen-ctidy. and  Rarp-
toga.  While in  Judge Hoflman's oftice, he offset the
tedium of his studies by writing, over the name of
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“ Jonathan Oldstyle,*” a series of papers for the ‘ Morning
Chronicle, ” a newspaper planned on the style of the
‘““Spectater”” and  ‘‘ Tatler.” Hig  health continuing
poor, in May he went to Furope, spent six we=ks in
Bordeattx, studying the lanzuare, see'ng life, and enlarg-
ing the seame of hig powers of ohservation. Then he
visited the Mediterranean, gathering more material, ree’ng
new cities. sfudying the strang charaters he met, Sieily,
Genra, Narles Rome, eame heneath his eve, and he saw
Neleson's fleet spreading ifs sails for Tra‘algar. At Rome
a critieal eroch in h's life ocenrred, The atmosphere of
musie, of which he wns possionately fond, of art, and
especially painting, ell tended to wo.lk powe-fully on the
artistic side of his nafure, and appealed stronzly to the
poetie  temrerament  that, in srite of his keen sense of
Fumor, was deep within him. At this time, and in this
atmosphers, he met Wa-hirg'on  Allston, the artist, and
wa3 almost persnaded by him to fake up art; hut Irving,.
convineced that hig inelinatinn was more the effeet of hia
present surroundings than of a deep lat-nt artistie power
within himseif, refriined, and cont nued his journay
seeking mnew faces and mnew secenes,  Irvirg wos essentially
a traveller. He saw at a glaace all thos: peculiarities and
oddities of form and charscter that attract and amuse; and
he had a happy way of potting vp with inc.mver;ivné-.‘-s,
getting  th: best out of everytiing that came hefore’ nis
notice, and enfering thorovghly into the spirit of his
gurroundings.  Switzerl:nd, the Netherlands, Paris, Lon-
don, were in turn visited. In London he saw John
Kemble, Cooke, and Mis. Siddons. In February, 1806,
‘oh returned to this country, and was admitted to the ba
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but he never practiced law, He soon ergaged, with his
brother William and James K. Pauldi-g, in the issue
(1807) of a humorously satiriesl semi-monthly periodical
ealled ' Salmagundi, or the Whim-Whams and Opinions
of Lamncelot Langstaff, Esq., and Others.” It was quite
guccessfnl in its loeal hifts, and in it Irving first awoke to
a concepton of his power. In 180) appeared the droll
“His'ory of New York hy Diedrech Knickerbocker, From
the Beginning of the .World to the End of the Dutch
Dgenasty.,” It won for its author instant fame. The book
was ecleverly advertised hefore it appeared, the newspapers
containing deseriptinona of a gentleman named Diedrich
Knickerbocker, who was said to have mysterionsly diss
appeared without paying his hoard bill, but leaving behind
him a eurimis ma-useript which his ereditor was about to
publish.  Just  before tie book was  esmpleted, Irving
underwent the great anguish of his life. The sgeecond
davghter of Judge Hoffman, Matilda, with whom he was
in love, died in her eigiiteenth year. He remained true
to her memory, and never married. The “Knickerbocker
History” was highly praised by Seott, who recognized
its merit, and deteeted in it strong resemblances to the
style of Swift. The work was begun by Wastington and
his brother Peter ns a {ravesty  on Dr. Sammuel Mitehell’s
“Handhook of New York;” but Peter sniled {or Europe
when five chupterz only wee compl ted, and lef: Washing-
ton to finizsh the werk, The next vear {1814 Washington
became a silent  partner, with a fifth  interest, in  the
¢ommercial  house esiuhl'shed in New York and Liverpooi
by his brothers, and (I1315-14) wus editorially econnected
with the [‘Analectic Mugazine’’ of Philadelphia, and
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contributed a number of biographical sketches of American
naval commanders, In 1814 he served four months as
aide-de-camp and military secretary to Gov. Tompkins,
and in 1815 sailed again for Euorope. About this time
financial troubles began to gather over the business house;
and Washington, on arviving in Eugland, found his
brother Pater ill, and thas considerable work of a com-
mercial natu-e devolvad upon him. Yet in the midst of
business eares h: foanil tim: for guiet rovinzs throuzh
Warwickshire ani otler pists of Eiglani, g thering
material for “The Sketech-Biok,  and mingling in society
with the Iliterary wmen of the time. Bnt the business
troubles of the honse inereased, and 1816 and 1817 were
anxious years. It was in the latter year that he met Scott
in hiz home at Abbotsford, and felt the charm of his
family ecirele. In 1818 the hou:e went into bankruptey.
Irving, declining a clerkship in the Nuvy Department, and
deferring an editorship which Scott held out to him,
preferred to follow his own literary pursuits, and brought
out ‘‘The Sketch-Book’ (1819) in America., It was
unqualifiedly su:cessfui; and Irvine, who had heretofors
be:n held as the ornmamental feature of the famil Iy 4 became
its financial stay, graciously returning the kind favors of
‘earlier days:  Irving offered ““The Sketch-Book” to
‘Murray & Constakle for republication: but they declined
it, in spite of Scott’s recommmendation. Irving then started
to publish it himself, but, his putli her failing, its issue
was stopped. Sestt indueed Mu ray  to buy it for two
bundred pounds, wh'ech was doubl:d on the sumecess of the
book. In 1820 Irving was in Paris, and 1n 1821 wrote
“ Bracebridge Hall,” bringing it out in 1822, 'This year
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he was in Dresden. THe returnsd to Parls in 1823, and
the next year brouzht out “Pales of a  Traveller.”” It
was severely eriiddeised, " The yew 1825 found him in
Madrid as attache of th» lezation eommiwnionad by A. H.
Tyerett, United States minister to  ~pain, to translate
various doeamants relating o Chlunbus, adllsetal by
Navarrete: ani from this work Trviag prolawed (1825)
the ‘ History of the Life anl Voyages of Cheistophoer
Columbus. ®  For it h: got thre thhasind guineas, anl
the fifiy-guinea met:l of:el by Gowrgs IV. for his-orieal
compnsiiion. A plasant gpuarn in tas south of Spiin
gave him farther inigat into Spanish lore, and in 1529
the ‘“Chronicles of the Congnest of Granmady’ was given
to the public. In th> quiet seclmsion of the Alhambra, ths.
same year, he wove a portion of that grae al fabrie which
he gave the world in 1832,  Waile in the Alhamhra hae
received word of his apprinmoant a3 sacretary to the
legation at Loadon, and, relustintly accepting it, re wrnad
there. In 1831 appeared his ““Uympanions of Chlumbus, ”?
and the same year he rewmivel from Oxforl tha dezeer of
LL.D. The next youw he riturasl to Noy o Yook, altar
a foreign sojmrn of swvenfarn yeurs, ond was walz mad
with tremendons  enthusiasm. He boarh: Sannyside,
below 'Tarrytown on the Hualswn, ani peapired to snttle
quietly down to literary work; but tha razla3s spirit of
travel he had imbibed abriad inlazel him to tike a flying
trip throngh the Wast before doing 39, anl tha stmmoer of
the sarne year found him with Cownmi=imer Bilsgorth,
inferestel in the remoaval of the Talian cribys asros the
Viasissippi.  The literary outeams of thiz digression was

¥

$bs “ Tour on the Prairies which came ouf in 1835.
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With it came also “ Abbotsford” and “‘ Newstead Abbey,
and the ‘‘ Legends of the Conquest of Spain, ” making
up the ‘‘Crayon Miscallany. ” In 1836 came *‘ Astoria:”’
anl from 1839 to 1841 he contributei articles for the
*“ RKnickerbocker Mazazine, » which were afterward gathara
ed into ‘F Walfart's R}pit ?” (1<33). From 1842 to 1546
Irving was United States minister to Spain. Re urning
to his home, h2 sp'nt the remaining years of his life at
Sunnyside, engagad in literary work, chiefly the *° Life of
Mahomet *? and the ‘‘Life of Washington.’ The final
volums of this ' list was eompleted only three months
before he died. Has pasied away at Sunnayside, Nov. 23
1859,

Washington Trving was the first Amerienn who was
admittel by HEaglishmen on equal tarms inin the greaf
repablic of letters. By hin American literature wus en-
riched in form and elegance. and its scope enlarged. He
opened the treasure-house of Spanish history and romance
and gave an impulse to historical and biosraphieal re-
s=arch. A3 an historian and biographer, his conclusions
were carefally drawn, and jast, and have stood the test
of time.

Passaasad of a broal and genial natare, a rich poetie
temneramoant, a faney that wi3 a9 nimhle as it w3 sorightly,
a facile and ornatz porwer of vivil and graphie dueserintian,
ald a puare and gracaful styl: that rivals that of Addison,
h: was the very prinze of story-‘ellers anl the mos
faselnating of fireside compainions, His delicaey of touch
wi3 equal to the task of adiing beauty to the exquisite
tracery of the  Alhambra, and his refined imagination
revivified the romantic legends of Granada, while his



INTRODUCTION -V

genial humor ercated & cherished ancestry for his native
city. With sueh inimitable drollery did hLe place in
smeeession uwpon his canvas the Dutch forefathers of New
Amsterdam, that Diedrich Knickerbocker, fleeing through
the dormer-windowed streets of New York, left behind
him the legacy of a name as real and as enduring as that
of Putir Stuyvesant. .

Yot it is in ‘‘ The Skefch-Fook,” perbaps, more than in
any other of hin works, that the qmualities of style and
mind which have‘so characterized Washington Irving, and
endeared him to FEuglish-reading people, appear in their
freshest, most wvaried form, ecovering a wider range of
humanity, bubbling over with a humor that seems to
have the inexhaustible spontaneity of a spring. Here
drollery, grace, pathos, grandenr, inturn touch the heart
and move the fancy. A broad, genial atmosphere per-
vades it, fresh and open as the blue sky, in which its
characers live, move, and have their being, drawn with a

portraiture asz real as life, and with a gentle satire that has
no trace of bitterness.

It is ‘‘ The 8ketch-Book »’ that affords such charming
glimrses of the good old English Chiistmas, and such
graceful reflections, under the shadow of the venerable
Abbey; wkhile with its tatterdemaiion Rip Van Winkle,
and its soft but timid-hearted pedagzogue Ichabod Crane,
it is ‘“The Sketch-Book”’ which has given to our noble
Hudson the weird witchery of legend, charming as the
blue outline of the Catskills, and fascinating as the shades
of BSleepy Hollow.
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THE SKETCH-BOOK

THE AUTHOR'S ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF

“I am of “this mind with Homer, that as the snai’e that erept
out nf her 3shel was turned ‘ftsooncs into a toad, and thereby was
forced to make a Bsioole €0 sit on ; s0 the traveller that Sstravieth
from his 7ouwne country is in ashort time trans’ormed into so mon-
strous a shape, that he is &faine %o alter his mansion with his
manners, and to live where he can, not where he wounld,”

Lyiy’s Erprpes.
o WAS always %ond of visiting new scenes, and okbserving

_strange "characters and manners, Even when a mere

child T began my travels, and made many 2tonrs of idiccovery

into Y$forcien parts and unknown Breoions of my native city,
18t the frequent alarm of my parvents, and the emolument of
the townecrier. As T prew into hoyheood, T Vextended the
ranee of my observations. My holiday afterncons were spent
in '#ramblcs abont the Weurrommding conntry. I made myselt
20fgmiliar with all its places famous in history or 2'/uhle, T
knew every epoi where a *murder or *eolber Lhad  been
Bcommitted, or a ®ghost ween. I viited the mneighboring
villages, and added greatly to my 2Bitock of knowledge by
noting their hahits and customs, and *conversing with their
254005 and great men. I even %jonrneyed one long suimmer’s
day to the %0summit of the most 3'distant hill, from whence I
829¢petched my eve over many a mile of *erra incognita,
and was Yastenished to find how vast a 3ginhe T i habited,

This rambling 3 propensity $strengthened with my vears.
®Books of voyages and travels became my *°passion; and in
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Vdevouring thetr eontents, T Zueglected the 3rafilar evercices
of tha nmzhool. MHow fweistfully would I wander about the
bpier-heads in fine weather, and wateh the wporting ships,
Shoutrd 1o distant climes!  With what Torging eyes wonld 1

8uase after their Yesscning saiis, and YWwaft wmysef in imagis
nation to ihe ends of the earth]

N Rurther reading and thinking, thovgh they brought this
Roagne Binclination into more Yreasonabie lounds, only served
to make it more Blecided. I visited ®various Paris of my
own country ; snd, had I been mercly inTuznczd by a love
of fine scenerv, I should have felt little desire to seck
elsewhere its ratificalicn, for om no country have the
Weharms of Nature been lwmore Proditclly lavished, Her
mighty lakes, like oceans of **iguid siwwer; her mountains,
with their bright uaerial tiuis; ber valleys, 2%ecmind with
wild fertility ; her tremoendons *cataracts, *thundering in
their Bsadtudes ; her Miomdicss piains, waving with spou-
fancons verdure ;s her bread, deep rivers, rolling in 3uoioim
silemce to the ocean; ber ¥raclicss forests, whore vegetatinn
Bputs forticall its *unaunificence ;s her shies, Blindiing with the
mwadic of summer clouds aund sloricus Sanifedii?, =00, never
need an American lpok beyend his own ecuntry for the
8653:0/ime and beantifal of 3uuinral scenery,

But Europe 38held forih all 0 he chavms of storicd and
poclical association, There wero to be seen the masterpicces
of act, the Yrefinements of highly rutivated sociely, the
Bonaint peculiaritics of Yaucieid aud (ocal custem. My native
ecountry wes full of ®youtiifid promise:  Fuorope was rich in
the ®uccumidated tireasures of age. Her very *ruins told the
history of times gone by, and every 4umnjderiny stono was a
_‘?c&ranic!e. I lorged to wander over the *%scenes of renowned



