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Now is an extraordinary moment for the
development of volunteerism in Beijing
and China.

UNYV Programme Manager John Floretta

Now is an extraordinary moment for the development of volunteerism in Beijing
and China. In the successful 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, the valuable service of
the over one million Olympic volunteers was widely recognized by Chinese citizens,
the Government of Beijing and China, and the overseas international community.
The contributions of the over six million volunteers who responded to the Wenchuan
earthquake were also widely recognized and appreciated by China and the world.

This volunteer movement is being led by the youth of China. What is extraordinary
is that more and more young people in China today seem to feel a responsibility to help
others in their communities and a confidence that they have something to contribute.
We have particularly seen this in the young professionals, university and younger
students we have worked with over the past couple of years. I believe this shows a
tremendously positive future for the development of youth and volunteerism in China.

The Olympics and Wenchuan earthquake were very unique events however. There
were millions of opportunities to volunteer as part of the Games and the Government
was able to invest significant resources to recruit and train volunteers to serve in this
historic event. The suffering that many saw on their televisions after the earthquake

struck on 12 May 2008 led people to spontaneously take action to help those so clearly
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in need. These two events, one momentous and historic, the other devastating and
tragic are clearly very exceptional however. The key question is how do we engage the
youth to volunteer in more normal and less extraordinary times? If we can mobilize
youth arid provide them with good opportunities to continue to serve the less fortunate
in their communities this can become one of the most positive legacies possible of the
Olympics and the earthquake.

Certainly the youth are willing and ready in China. This is something those of us
working in the field of volunteerism feel and know to be true. The question is how to
harness their passion and skills? I believe that youth in China will continue to volunteer
if they feel they have meaningful opportunities to make a difference. Activities like
helping a tutoring a disadvantage child, helping the poor, protecting the environment,
and educating the public on health issues. These are the kinds of roles in which youth
can make a difference if provided the proper opportunities.

I think that this is the challenge for us in Government, schools, neighborhoods and
civil society organizations need to meet — providing opportunities for youth to become
in engaged in their communities and contribute to them. It certainly will not be easy
— but the results that young volunteers can make will be extraordinary. Through their
service will also learn to be responsible citizens and promote trust and reciprocity in
their communities which are essential to build truly harmonious societies.

I am very pleased to have the privilege of writing a forward to this excellent book
examining the new youth movement and volunteerism. It my hope that this study and
stories will help spark an appreciation of the contributions that the youth are making
and highlight the greatness that could be achieved by this generation if we invest more

fully in helping them to help others.
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