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About the Compiler

Dai Guanglu, male, born in March 1943, Zhuang nationality, with his native place of Yanshan,
Yunnan Province and a postgraduate, is a member of the Communist Party of China.

He joined the army in June 1962, successively serving as soldier, squad leader, secretary and
director-in-charge, and was transferred to the Broadcasting Station of the Wenshan Zhuang &
Miao Autonomous Prefecture in 1979, afterwards successively holding the posts of chief editor
and deputy director of the Prefectural Broadcasting & Television Bureau. In June 1983, he held
the posts of member of the Standing Committee, chief of the Prefectural Rural Department
and director of the Policy Research Office all under the Wenshan Prefectural Committee of the
Communist Party of China. He assumed the office of member of the Standing Committee of
the Wenshan Prefectural Committee of the CPC and secretary of the Wenshan County Party
Committee in July 1986, and deputy secretary of the Wenshan Prefectural Committee of the €PC
in July 1989. He held the post of secretary of the Wenshan Prefectural Committee of the CPC in
July 1990 and the post of deputy governor of Yunnan Province in November 1994, In January
1998, he assumed the office of deputy director of the Standing Committee of the People’ s
Congress of Yunnan Province. When he was young, he was engaged in news and publicity work
and wrote some short stories, prose and poems during his spare time. After he came to work in the
People’ s Congress of Yunnan Province, he was back to the creation of literary works and carried
out the ethnic Zhuang research. His major works include Highlights in the Journey” (a selected
- works), “Section Chief Sun and His Pet Dog Bate” (a short story), “Remembrance” (a prose),
“Justas 1 Am” (a poem), “Talk About Playing Cards **+” (an essay), “The Zhuang Culture”
(an academic picture album, as an editor-in-chief) and “A General Survey of the Zhuang
Culture” (a treatise, as a co-author). Also, he took up the posts of chief planner, chief writer, chief
producer and chief supervisor for a 12-part TV series concerning the Zhuang culture.
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he Zhuang nationality, The minority group with the
highest population in China.

Wenshan, The place which has the most distinct and
well-preserved Zhuang culture

Drawing on basic elements from the Zhuang society in
Wenshan Prefecture, Yunnan, and using a cultural and
anthropological view, the film investigates Zhuang nationality
culture through twelve aspects: the bronze drum culture, the
ecological culture, the rice cultivation culture, the cooking
culture, the dressing culture, the village culture, the medicine
culture, the festival culture, the convention culture, the art
culture, the religious culture and the musical culture. It
promotes understanding of the Zhuang Nationality from a
cultural viewpoint. It attempts to make a video record of the
cthnic groups in China.




The Bronze Drum Culture
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Let us explore the Zhuang Nationality

the minority with the highest population in China.
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; D.iscovery The
Mysterious Zhuang Ningdong

Yunnan caused great astonishment amongst archeologists. People could not
believe how Yunnan, historically an area known as ‘the land of wild and primitive
nationalities’, had created such a brilliant bronze culture.

In January 2004, at the National Museum of China, a collection of bronzes from

People couldn’t help asking “Who created these wonderful bronzes?”

* A’Zhang Drum unearthed from Guangnan, Yunnan

Amongst the numerous bronze
exhibits, the bronze drums caused
the most attention because, of all the
bronzes, the bronze drum is the only
one still being used. Experts generally
think that bronze drums are the last
living “fossils” of the bronze culture.
The discovery of the earliest makers
and users of the bronze drums could
also mean the discovery of the creators
of the bronze culture.

In the Zhuang Nationality areas of Yunnan’s

Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous

Prefecture, the bronze drum culture is preserved in its original and traditional form.
Whenever there are festivals, celebrations, weddings or funerals, bronze drums are
commonly used.

* The Bronze Drum Dance, Guima Village, Guangnan County,
Yunnan, Traditional Chinese New Year (2006)

What’s the connection between Wenshan’s Zhuang Nationality and the ancient bronze
drum culture?

According to historical data, about 2000 years ago in Wenshan, there was a powerful
kingdom named ‘Gouding’. The founders of Gouding were a branch of the ancient
Bai-yue Nationality groups. They are the ancestors of the Zhuang Nationality in
Wenshan.

And so, were the ancient Bai-yue Nationality groups the originators of the ancient
i 7 bronze drum culture?

This secret, ancient Nationality was the earliest maker of bronze drums,
engraving its images and culture on them. These distinct figures attract
; FRE the attention of experts. In the images, people are decorated with feather-
4 DB\ like ornaments and are known as ‘feather-men’.
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Discovery The |
Mysterious Zhuang N]ngdong

* The Scarecrow Dance, Daxing, Yanshan County, Yunnan (February 1st, 2006)

The Wenshan Zhuang Nationality today still practises an ancient fertility dance — the Scarecrow
Dance. The image of the scarecrow is much like the ‘feathermen’ on the drums. However, in the
view of researchers, this similarity is not definitive evidence.

What is the meaning of these secret ‘feather-men’? What are these ‘feather-men’ boating for?
Experts believe that the design of the ‘feather-men’ is connected to birds.

The ‘feather-men’ believed themselves to be the descendants of birds and used bird decorations as
a homage to their ancestors.

Along the sun patterns on the drum, there are many herons flying around the sun. The birds engraved
in such an important setting show that they were not simply for ornamentation but they had a real
significant meaning.

[Jiang Tingyu, President of the Chinese Bronze Drum Research Institute]
The birds are very prominent. /They are flying around the sun. /To the drum’s user, /
the birds had a very high status. /They were not just an everyday animal. /They were
not an ordinary god either. /They were at the very centre, a vitally important god.

The images of ‘feather-men’ and herons show that the earliest users of the bronze drums worshipped
birds.

Interestingly, birds were also one of the gods of the Bai-yue Nationality, ancestors of the Zhuang.
Even nowadays, bird worship is a religious custom of the Zhuang people.

It was a typical day in July, 2001. A villager of Zhepian village in Guangnan County in Wenshan
Prefecture was working on his farmland as usual. Suddenly, something unexpected happened.

This bronze drum is the 138w unearthed in Wenshan Prefecture. Considering Wenshan is only
30,000m” in area, this number of finds makes it one of the most intensive areas for bronze drums in
the world.

In history, bronze drums were widely spread across southern
China and Southeast Asia. In recent times, the distribution was,
however, greatly reduced. Currently, bronze drums are still
used in the Hongshuihe Basin (Guangxi Province), Wenshan
Prefecture (Yunnan Province), and some border areas between
China, Myanmar, Thailand and Laos. The Zhuang area of the
Hongshuihe Basin still has more than 1400 bronze drums. Itis
the most intensive existing bronze drum area in the world.

Among the 138 bronze drums unearthed in Wenshan, twelve were made in the Goding Era, more
than 2000 years ago.

Since the appearance of bronze drums 2000 years ago, their style and adornments have changed
with the passing of time. Based on these changes, bronze drums are divided into eight categories.

All of these eight categories of bronze drum are found in Wenshan. It shows that the heritage of the
bronze drum never stopped in this area. Wenshan seems to be one of the cradles of bronze drum
civilization, and Wenshan’s Zhuang Nationality is very likely the descendants of the ancient bronze
drum makers. However, more evidence is needed to support this speculation.

But where is the evidence?

i |
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Mysterious Zhuang Ningdong

* Kaihua (Wenshan) Bronze Drum, 2000 years ago, exhibited in the National
Museum of Austria.

Historically, people usually used two bronze drums for one activity.
Today, the Zhuang Nationality also uses two bronze drums in important activities like weddings.

What is the reason for people using two drums for one activity?

[Dai family elder, Guima Village]
(Zhuang language) Before we had a pair of Ningdong (bronze drums). /One was
male, the other was female. /This one is male. /It was shot down by our ancestors.
/Ningdong (bronze drums) also have male and female? /This one is male? /Yes. /
Where is the female? /Flew away, we don’t know where it went.

According to this explanation, the Dai family kept a pair of drums but the female one was lost many
years ago.

By coincidence, in another Zhuang village, a family with the same surname of Dai also keep a bronze
drum. They also describe their drum being shot down. People presume this is the female one.

[Wang Mingfu, Scholar on folklore] /[Zhuang villager]
(Zhuang language) The elder said (the drum) was shot down from the sky. /It fell in
this place. /Then our ancestors selected this place /to keep the drum and set up our
village. /It was shot down from the sky? And it landed here? /Yes /Is the Ningdong
(bronze drum) in your home? /Yes. /Could you show it to me? /Yes, it’s upstairs.

The bullet was shot from over here? /Yes, here.
So, the bronze drum could fly and was shot down by a gun. Is such a description believable? The

two families decided to hold a reunion celebration for the two drums. They wanted to find out
whether the two drums were a pair.

* Dai family from Guima Village, Guangnan, Yunnan. Traditional Chinese New
Year’s Eve (January 28th, 2006)
(Zhuang language) This is the female. /This one is smaller than that one. /This is the
male. /Here is the sign of a bullet. /Here is the other one.

Their genealogical trees showed that both of the families had an ancestor named Bufei.

The Dai family from Guima village confirmed that Bufei’s grave was on the mountain not far away.
It was their ancestral grave.

[Wang Mingfu, Scholar on folklore]
(Zhuang language) Which direction is your ancestral grave facing? /It faces northwest.

Coincidentally, another Dai family also said their ancestral grave was located on the mountain near
Guima Village.

The ancestral graves of the two families were found to be one and the same. It became clear that the
legend of the flying drum being shot down from the sky could no longer be believed.
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