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V\Varm-up Activities

A Work in small groups, briefly discussing the advantages and disadvantages of freedom of

,\'pt’(.’[b mna COI{IITW.
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UNIT 1 The Nature of Politics: Realism and Idealism



B. The concepr of democracy was introduced to our country at the beginning of the twentieth
century. What do you think of this idea? What kind of democracy would you like to bave if

you were free to make the decision? State your reasons.

C. Match the words in Column A with the corvesponding definitions in Column B, and give

their Chinese equivalents in the byackets.

Column A . ColumnB

( ) 1. dignity . a) to ask for aid, support, mercy, sympathy, or
the like

() 2. dissent b) a state or nation in which the supreme power

is actually or nominally lodged in a monarch

( ) 3. monarchy ¢) the quality or state of being worthy of esteem
or respect

() 4. totalitarianism d) disagreement with the philosophy, methods.

goals, etc., of a political party or government

() 5.commitment e) absolute control by the state or a governing

branch of a highly centralized institution

( ) 6. liberty f) the doctrine of the equality of mankind and
the desirability of political and economic
and social equality

() 7.toleration g) an act or instance of tolerating, esp. of whal

is not actually approved

- - - R P - - —

() 8.authoritarianism  h) an established course for judicial proceedings
or other governmental activities designed to
safeguard the legal rights of the individual

. () 9.ideology i) to cul short; cut off a part of; abridge: reduce:

diminish
( )10. appeal | j) a form of government in which the ruler

is an absolute dictator (not restricted by a

constitution or laws or opposition elc.)
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\:( ) 11. egalitarianism ' k) restrictive of action

'\ () 12. due process 1) the body of doctrine, myth, belief, etc., that
guides an individual, social movement,

institution, class, or large group

e

() 13. repressive m)a list of persons under suspicion, disfavor,

|
\{ censure, etc.

() 14.curtail

n) freedom of choice

() 15. blacklist } 0) the trait of sincere and steadfast fixity of

purpose

A. Listen to a passage about the origins of democracy, and answer the following questions.

Patrician % 3 ¥ & — & R consul (% ¥ & #)) B E
plebian -F &, patronage #& 47
Gaius 5?4 27 Tiberius & 1L 4

Pax Romana ¥ % B 476 T 65 F=-F

1. Whom did the Greek democracy exclude?

2. Why is Roman republic called representative democracy?

3. Why was a consul more powerful than a senator?

4. Was Roman republic a democracy for all? Why?

5. What happened to Roman democracy in the end? What kind of political
system followed it?

B. Listen to the passage, and complete the following sentences.

In most of the oldest river valley 1. ____ , the strongest military man

became king. A political system in which government is controlled by a king

]2
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e

orqueeniscalleda2 . Some kings were also the chief 3. _
in their city. This 4~ __ role was not uncommon, and served to
5_ _ _ ____the king on a much higher social level than his6. _ | thus
making it easier for him to govern them

Some kings took the religious 7 even further, declaring they
had the right 1o rule because God had chosen them to do so. 8 1o

rule by divine right made kings appear very powerful, and closely connected
tothe®____ _  god of the city.

In Sumer and Babylon, the king was often the monarch and the high

priest. The position of these so-called priest-kings was 10_ _____  unstable.
If the god(s) didn’t provide for it __ ___ of the citizens, the people
often held the king responsible, and 12 ___  him. In Egypt, the all-

powerful monarch was called pharaoh. The people thought pharaoh was the
13 incarnation of the god Horus here on earth. As both a man and
a god, pharaoh 14___ _  and used both politics and religion to govern his

lands.
Discussion

Work in small groups and discuss the pros and cons for capitalism. The discussion might focus
on the following aspects: individual initiatives; price of goods through globalization; Human
Rights and freedom of speech; financial freedom; greed of corporations; the detriment of the
environsment; mega corporations vs. smaller companies; employment rights; too much freedom:
1) Drugs & Alcobol abuse 2) Increase in Crime Rate 3) evosion of social values in the face of
financial benefit.

| [Intensive Reading

Robert Lee Frost" once wrote in his poem The Road Not Taken (1916) about
the paths for the future that

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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