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Who Choosing Vocational School
——the Research on the Problems of the Individual
Choice of the Secondary Vocational Education

ABSTRACT

In recent years, although the nation emphasizes, “to develop the secondary
vocational education energetically” again and again, the phenomena of “the
artificer shortage” is still severe. Despite of the policy support and the market
demand, the secondary vocational education still faces the crisis of the student
source and can’t obtain the prosperous development. Why people are reluctant to
choose the vocational school? Whether this status has been always so since the
reform and opening to the outside? This thesis explores the problems of the
individual choice of the secondary vocational education from the visual angle of
sociology.

Through the investigation of the current status of the secondary vocational
schools’ students in Harbin and the review of the period of time of the vocational
education objects, this thesis puts forwards that since the end of 1970s the

secondary vocational education has become the inferior choice of the weak colony



from the perfect choice of the mass people. Through the analysis of the multiple
factors of intervening the individual choice of the secondary vocational
education, this thesis finds the change is the integrative reflection of every kind
contradictive problem during the Chinese political and economic development.
And the change also is the necessary outcome of the interaction of the national
policy, the cultural conception, the school organization and the family
* background.

The change of the vocational education policy plays the leading role in the
individual education choice. In the early days in the reform and opening to the
outside, the nation established the favorable policies to endow the secondary
vocational education the double values which are the living tropism and the
status tropism and made it become the perfect choice of every estates colony. In
1990s, the social environment changes made the favorable policies to lose the
realistic conditions in which they played roles. And because of the disadvantage
of the current policies execution, it had been difficult for the vocational school
students to obtain employment and enter higher school. The policy
transformation had led the individuals to form the deflective declination and the
vocational education had become the inferior choice.

The interior powers in the vocational schools play the indirect effective role
in the individual educational choice. Now because of the weakness of the
interior powers in the vocational schools, the short-term actions and makeshifts
appear continually in the main ways of playing the organizing initiative. And this
situation makes it difficult to guarantee the instructional quality and obtain
employment for graduates. This does harm to the prestige of the vocational
schools. The lack of the interior skillful forces makes the vocational schools have
no voice in the dry tree of scrambling for the educational resources. And all
above have strengthened the individual choice of the common senior high schools
and the abandonment of the vocational schools. :

The family factor which takes the family estate background as the symbol
plays direct role in the individual choice of the vocational education. The

individual choice of the educational style partially lies on the occupancy of every



kind of capitals.

Through the counter-thought of the prosperity and declination of the
secondary vocational education, this thesis discovers that the rapid development
of the secondary vocational education in the early days of the reform and opening
to the outside was rooted in the government support, the market demand, the
cultural atmosphere of advocating working and the developing room which the
higher education left. But the secondary vocational education only had
experienced a short and unstable “prosperous period” in the living environment
which the exterior force built and hadn’t gained the continuous flourish
development. In the 1990s, the social environment and national policy
changed. The individual attraction of the secondary vocational education
weakened due to the fall of the livelihood tropism and the status tropism, and
the secondary vocational education trended towards declination.

When the secondary vocational education can satisfy the individual
requirement of livelihood and development, a large number of high quality
candidates will be attracted, and then the secondary vocational education will
obtain the prosperous development. While, for the individual, the secondary
vocational education will sink into inferior choice as soon as the above functions
appear decrease. And the decline of candidate quality and number will result in
its downward trend. It is a vicious circle. Only when the secondary vocational
education can help people realize the reasonable employment and endow
individual the forward floating ability and supply the channel, it may become the

perfect choice of the mass people and realize the genuine revival.

Key words: secondary vocational education educational choice, livelihood tropism

education, status tropism education
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