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The word Shangrila first appeared in the novel the Lost Horizon
written by English writer James Hilton. It described a place without

wars and no cheating. In the place, many ethnic groups lived together
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and different religions coexisted with the harmony of human and the
nature. People searched for it everywhere painstakingly. Eventually, a
place extremely similarly described, called major Shangrila, was found
at the joinet boarder of Yunnan, Sichuan and Tibet. it reaches Linzhi in
Tibet in the west and Luding (including the upper part of Minjiang
River) in Sichuan in the east .To the north it covers the northern part
of Ruoergai and shiju county in sichuan (including Guoguo prefecture
in Qinghai and the southern part in Guansu province) .To the south ,it
ranges to Lijiang in yunnan province.t Lies between E94° ~ 102°and
N26° ~ 34°.In it, the nature owns plenty of beautiful and surprising
snow—mountains, forests, grasslands, rivers, lakes and valleys. The main
minorities living here are Tibetan, Naxi, Lisu, Bai, Menba, Nu and
Dulong.They share colorful unique customs and cultures. There are
melted religions existing cooperatively. It’s really an attractive place.
The tourism authorities think the major Shangrila is a virgin of tour.
The landscapes, minority cultures and customs, and variety of religions
are unusual and unique in the world. It is of the best quality and the
crown of the world tourism.. Nowadays, traveling has become a golden
industry. With the improvement of transportation and the service
accommodations, the travel of crown, entering the major Shangrila has

become people’s dream and reality.
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Lijiang, the gate of the Major Shangrila

Lijiang, lies in the northwest of Yunnan, at the north is
the Qinghai -Tibet highland, is the main gate to enter the
Tibetan area and the major Shangrila. As a path toward the
Tibetan area, for hundreds of years, Lijiang has been playing
an important role in improving the communication of
economy and culture between Han and the Tibetan. Lijiang
was a widely—known chief station of ancient tea~horse route
from Qing Dynasty to the anti-Japan period. Lots of tea,
cloth and war goods were transported between Zhongdian
and Tibet, India and Nepal from Lijiang, helping a lot in the
economic and cultural communication and the victory of the
anti —Japan war. Today, as the theme area of the major
Shangrila, Lijiang plays an important role in developing the
major Shangrila cultural tourism. People’s government of
Lijiang City is in Lijiang with the elevation of 2 416 km.
above sea level Lijiang City has a population of 1.2 million

consisting of twelve minorities, such as Naxi, Yi, Lisu etc.
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£ %% £ The main scenic spots
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Lijiang 0ld Town: first built in the last years of Nan
Song Dynasty, it is the famous city of historical and culture
cities & towns in China as well as the cultural heritage in
the world with an area of 3.8sqaure meters ( including
Baisha and Shuhe Old town) . It has been the important
town of northwest of Yunnan from the aspects of politics,
economy, military and culture. The location and layout of
Lijiang Old Town is unique. It made full use of water and
mountains, forming a picture of little bridges over the
flowing water everywhere and houses surrounded by the aged
trees at the foot of mountains. The architecture style
combines that of Han and Bai into a unique effect. The most
popular building style is with a yard in the middle, one side
a high wall with painting and calligraphy works, the other
three sides building houses. The administrative office of the
chieftain MU was an unusual building, described as

“beauty as a palace, assembling that of the king’s” . The
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Square Market was a business and distributing centre in the
northwest of Yunnan early in the Ming and Qing dynasties.
There are many ancient historical sites and rich culture in
the Old Town. It is an old town with typical minority style.
In 4th December, 1997, it was recorded in the list of the
world heritage.
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Yulong Snow Mountain. ( Jade Dragon snow
Mountain) , lies in the north of Lijiang city, got its name
from the 13 countious peaks stretching out a row just like a

dragon about to take off to the sky. It is 35kms long from
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Y south and 25kms wide from west to east. The 5 596 meters
high peak Shanzidou is the highest mountain in the south of
Yangtze River, covering an area of 26 000 acres.The highest
peak is modern ocean glacier nearest the northern tropic and
also a virgin mountain having not conquered by the human.
There are dense forests and different sizes of ponds and
lakes in the Yulong Snow Mountain. The peaks are like
swards pointing to the sky.The main scenic spots are 4 506
meters high glacier park, Yunshanping which is surrounded
by huge firs, Maoniu ping, Mahuangba,Yuzhujintian
Yushuizhai and Dongba Valley ete. It is a famous scenic
spot of national level and a nature reserve of provincial level

and a 4A—class tourism area of national level.
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## .y Laojun mountain
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Laojun Mountain: about 90kms away from Lijiang
Old Town in the west, is at the boarders of Lijiang,
Jianchuan and Lanping. It covers an area of 710square kms
and the highest peak is 4 240 meters high. In Lijiang
History, it was described as the first mountain of all the
mountains in Yunnan, there are many god-blessed springs,
and because Taishang Laojun ( Most Exalted Lord Lao)
once made medicine (pills of immortality) in it, the name

Laojunshan came into being. It is famous for rich
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plants. Besides, the special landforms and unusual peaks

and rocks have been listed into National Geologic park.
Some other spots worth mentioned are 99 Ponds, Jinshanyu
Lake in Jinsichang, Lizeng Nature Reserve of Yunnan golden
monkey, Liming special landforms and New Theme Botanical

Garden.
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Lugu Lake: 320kms far away from Lijiang City,
covering an area of 50 square kms, was formed by falling of
the earth layer. There are five islands, three peninsulas and
a bank island, 17 sand beaches and 14 lake valleys. Among
them, Liwubi Island and Lige Island are standing in the
foggy and mysterious lake. Lugu Lake is the last place with
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KIZ#—7& The First Bend of Changjiang River

the matriarchal marriage system in the world. Men and

women don’t marry. Now visiting marriage is still in practice.
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The first Bend of Changjiang River: It is in
Shigu Town, 45kms away in the northwest of Lijiang City.
Jinshanjiang River runs from the north and has a 180 -
degree turn immediately to the east, forming “ the Fisrt
Bend of thousands of miles of Changjiang River” . It also
has bred the Chinese Culture of Changjiang River. Shigu is
the chief route down to Dali and up to Tibetan area. It is a
strategic position of Southern Silk Road and Old Tea Horse
Road. The main scenic spots areas follows, the fisrt Yangtze
River Bay, Stone Drum Inscription, Long March Memorial of

red Army and He Long Cammand Post etc.
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Tiger Leaping Gorge: It is 84 kms away from
Lijiang City. The huge Yulong Snow Mountain and Haba
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