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WBOHRAHERFR, TEZH“E Z %8 B R (the Second
Axial Age) o
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WHRERABIRB“EREIABANEFE ARFERARE .
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FRABREREA AWK ARBARIAFRNER EHAWER
PHRABNEF KA XABEN K BAXBLEERN —
o

BEHFFEGEL RNEAFREF N EEZENER
REUWBEDREEE - BRERIAKRN S ARER AL RE
KRN REES. N EALROEFLARAN £
HEHE-BUFAEHKALAN, ESAN RELANL AR
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Abstract

Russian religious philosophy is the one with the highest originality
and national characteristics in Russian philosophy. It contributes a lot to
the world philosophy as one of the Russian philosephy. In addition, it is
also the key for us to understand the spirit of Russian nation, of which
the most brilliant representative is Solovyov. Therefore, it can’t neglect
the religious philosophy of Solovyov in understanding Russian
philosophy, Russian culture and Russian national spirit .

The religious philosophy of Solovyov is generated and developed
from the Orthodox Eastern Church. Its whole philosophical system has
the concentrated features of the Orthodox Eastern Church. However, it is
also the product of the age, which reflects the cultural dilemma in the
course of the modernization of Russia. The thought of Solovyov’ s
religious philosophical arises from three aspects, that is, Westem
philosophical tradition, Russian philosophical tradition and the tradition
of religious mysticism.

The reflection and criticism of the western modern philosophy is the
logical initiation of the religious philosophy of Solovyov. Solovyov pointed
out through the review and reflection of the western philosophy since the
Middle Ages that the rationality of the western philosophy won in the

battle between rationality and belief, rationality and external world.



However, the further development of the rationalism causes the division
of western spirit and causes the negation to metaphysics. Solovyov thinks
that no matter the abstract rationalism represented by Hegel or the
irrationalism represented by Schopenhauer, both of them will get in the
logical disorder and be full of the contradiction. The fundamental cause
of this is the mothed of the intellectual thinking. The crisis of the
western philosophy lies in that it is caged by the intellectual thinking and
just pays attention to the construction of the theoretical philosophy.
Thus, it causes the disconnection of theory and reality, separation of
logic and experience. Solovyov claims to combine the logical factors and
experiential factors and adopt the “the true comprehensive method of
philosophy” in order to rebuild the metaphysics .

Solovyov fully absorbs the positive achievements of western
philosophy, discarding its incompleteness and limitations through the
thorough and overall research and criticism of the significant
philosophical schools in the history of western philosophy. Besides, he
puts forward the integrated knowledge theory creatively through
combining with the thought of aggregation of the Philosophy of Russia
Orthodox Eastern Church, which becomes the foundation of his whole
philosophical system. The tenet of the integrated knowledge is to realize
the unification of the experimentalism, rationalism and mysticism;
unification of science, philosophy and theology; unification of theory and
practice, cognition and morality; unification of truth, goodness and
beauty based on the acknowledge of “absolute existence” .

The thought of god and man is not only the core of the theology of

Solovyov, but also the theme of his religious philosophy research.

W S5 4



£ oA XA

o R A SRR A Y AN

Solovyov specifies the human’s position in the world and points out the
direction of human development through the study on the development of
human religious awareness, relations between the humanity and
godhood, natural world and divine world.

The free theocracy society is the theoretical destination of the
religious philosophy of Solovyov as well as his ideal aim in all his life.
On the basis of the criticism of western philosophy, Solovyov establishes
the system of integrated knowledge theory and brings forward the theory A
of god and human. His final purpose is to realize the reconciliation of
human and human through reconciliation of human and god and the free
theocracy society is to realize the society in which human and ged,
human and human reconcile with each other.

The religious philosophy of Solovyov is kind of reconciliatory
philosophy. He pursued for his whole life to change the separate statue
of the world, to realize the unification of truth, goodness and beauty,
the unification of philosophy, science and religion, the unification of
knowledge and belief, the unification of the Orthodox Eastern Church
and the Roman Catholic Church and the unification of church and
nation, and to reconcile human and god, human and human, human and
society and human and nature. The philosophy does not get rid of the
same characteristics of being Utopian, but which makes no affection on
its innovative value of philosophy. Solovyov regards human being as a
complete organism, considering all human being’s destiny at the aspect
of general truth and general value of human being, opposing to national
egoism and advocating harmony of nation and reconciliation of different

religions and sects under a common aim. The theoretical heritages of



Solovyov are still of brilliant ideas and realistic value, especially in the
current age of globalization, to pacificate the occasionally emerging
religious and national conflicts and disengage from the quandary of
“civilization conflicts” .

The defect of Solovyov religion philosophy is obvious. He criticizes
profoundly that the western philosophy denies fundamentally metaphysics
based on inane and abstract logos itself. He advocates “absolute
existence” as fundament to rebuild metaphysics. However, the “absolute
existence” he so calls is fictitious, which constitutes a doubtful and
unstable base for his complete philosophical system.

What’ s more, Solovyov Theory takes on characteristics of
concentrated Univeréalism, in which he believes that there is universal
value in human being, the Russian nation shoulders scared obligation
endowed by God, and propagandizes to regard the benefit of all the
human being first, and this theory takes the responsibility to save the
human being, which is a cosmopolitism transcending Occidental and
traditional Slavism. This Universalism complex makes a deep impression
on social development and political transformation of modem Russia.
However, the Universalism of Solovyov’ s theory is the one in
Christianism, which takes on obvious characteristics of centralisiam in
Christianism . He acknowledges the rationality of the other religions, but
they are only religious consciousness of human being at the low — grade
stage and low — level of historical development of human being, and only
Christianism stands for the highest truth and only nation with
Christianism bears the highest moral significance. This kind of

Universalism is under the risk of being utilized easily for exclusionism.
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