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Remembering Jesus: How the Quest of

the Historical Jesus Lost Its Way

James D.G. Dunn [UK]
Trans. by Wang Xuesheng

Abstract: In this article 1 bring up my three
proposals against the three problematic methodological
presuppositions for “the Quest of the Historical Jesus’.
which have determined the course of the quest from its
inception. Against the first assumption that ‘the Christ of
faith’ is a perversion of ‘the historical Jesus’ and that
faith is something which prevents a clear historical view
of Jesus, 1 think that the quest should start from the
recognition that Jesus evoked faith from the outset of his
mission, and thal this faith is the surest indication of the
historical reality and effect of his mission. The original
impact of Jesus’ mission on his first disciples is clearly
evident in the tradition preserved by the Synoptic
Gospels, and we can discern Jesus from the Jesus
tradition. Secondly, dissatisfied with the manner of
thinking highly of the written tradition and undervaluing
the oral tradition, | suggest we should take the oral phase
of the history of the Jesus tradition with all seriousness.
And it is possible to envisage the oral phase of the Jesus
jradition, as was kept in the collective memory of the
disciples and was frequently rehearsed and performed as

a living tradition in the early church. And lastly, the
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traditional quest was to look for a Jesus who was
distinctive or different from his environment, while I
insist that we should look first of all for the Jewish Jesus
rather than the non-Jewish Jesus. It is much wiser for us
to seek out the characteristic Jesus, which was reflected
in the characteristic motifs of the Jesus tradition in the
Gospels. The characteristic emphases and motifs of the
Jesus tradition give us a broad, clear and compelling
picture of the characteristic Jesus.

Key words: historical Jesus; faith; oral tradition:

characteristic Jesus
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