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PREFACE

PREFACE

The foreigners in this book were assigned to write stories in native English,
recounting their impressions of China before and after their arrival. As a result,
stories about complex subjects, such as culture shock, social differences, person-
al revelations and life-changing epiphanies, are freely expressed through colloquial
expressions, which are then footnoted. Within this context of tales, Chinese read-
ers can learn native English that is often used in written and spoken form, while
gaining insight into a little-understood reality in China—how the world in China is
seen through foreign eyes. This deep cultural immersion and innovative language
learning technique equips Chinese students with the empathy and linguistics to meet
and talk with foreign guests in their home country.

The reader should remember that each person is unique as an individual, so
each story here is also unique. The foreigners in this book come from various
countries, ethnic groups, economic classes, and urban and rural areas. Indeed,
even those who come from the same country have differences. There is no typical
“laowai”. Therefore, each story provides a fresh new perspective and unforgetta-
ble experiences, some funny, some shocking and some endearing. You will read
a story about a foreign boy who meets love at first sight, a foreign girl who feels
treated like an exotic animal, and another who enjoys taking taxis because speak-
ing with taxi drivers during the ride is a quick and inexpensive Chinese language
lesson. '

Foreigners in China are not new. From the time of Marco Polo to the Dutch
Communist Henk Sneevliet who alongside Mao Zedong in July 1921 attended the
1" Congress of the CPC, foreigners have been an important part of China for a
long time. Even one of the Xian Terracotta Warrior statues was identified as a for-

eigner. The only difference is now, at the beginning of the 21¥century, a flood of
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foreigners are coming to China all at once, and with diverse backgrounds and var-
ied interests.

This book captures a glimpse of foreigners arriving, residing and adjusting to
life predominately in Beijing, whether by purpose or fate, at a time marking
China’s arrival on the world scene through the WTO and the Olympics. The need
to better understand the reality of foreigners in China and communicate more open-
ly with them is of greater immediate importance to English learners in China. This
book provides the essential regimen to satisfy that need.

Finally, beyond teaching English, this book brings awareness of both differ-
ences that separate Chinese and foreign cultures and similarities between pepoles.
Exposure to these will no doubt help develop better uﬁderstanding and promote
more open dialogue. Thus, the English language taught in this book is a tool to e-
liminate cultural and linguistic misunderstandings.

Regardless of whether you are “laowai” or “laonei”, we are all

“laopengyou”. Jia you!

HA

David A. Barrutia
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Dear Reader,

My name is Benjamin Hanson.! am an
Australian who has lived in China for nearly
two and a half years. The first two years |
lived in a small city in Hebei Province called
Xingtai. | love China very much, even though
| have found many cultural differences be-
tween our respective' countries. Before |
came to China | studied Chinese language
and culture for three years, mostly from
books, teachers and talking with Chinese
friends in Australia. However, | really did not
truly come to understand her beauty and
depth till | came to be living here.

About two and a half years ago when |
was finishing my degree in Australia, my
Chinese teacher presented to me the idea
of? going to China to work. He said that if |
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truly wanted to learn Chinese language and
culture, | should spend some time in Chi-
na. My university had at this time an ex-
change program’ with Xian University and
Guilin University. But | was doing a double ma-
jor, and could not afford to take time off* to
study in China. My studies in Australia were
focused though primarily on Chinese, and
therefore | always hoped to have a chance to

go to China.

There are many lifestyle differences in
our respective countries, which can also be
seen in college and university life. In my coun-
try we have very few classes, and are expec-
ted to learn how to learn, to read widely in
search for the truth in our discipline’, not
just to expand our knowledge. In my country
we believe that knowledge is useless unless it
is being used in a practical way. Therefore we
are constantly being assessed on our abili-
ties, not just on how well we take exams. Our
practical abilities are just as important as our
knowledge. Of course we too have to pass

our exams to demonstrate to our schools we

*exchange program: A A1 H R34 MM H .
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are continually studying and working hard to-
ward our goals, just like students in China
do. When seeking a job in my country, one
must demonstrate knowledge of their disci-
pline, but also a solid background of practi-

cal experience.

In my university we had a bar, where |
would spend a considerable time, drinking,
eating, talking and of course studying.
Meeting new people, and socializing are an
important part of our university experience.
The books we were given in class, and
those we found in the libraries are certainly
important for the attainment® of a degree,
but my experiences were an integral part of
learning too. We had many organizations in
my school, where we could meet with peo-
ple of like interests and enjoy our favorite
hobby, sport, and social interest, all in an
environment outside the classroom. in China
| have met some excellent students. In fact |
can honestly say that Chinese students are
as diligent, and in many instances more dili-
gent than many Australian students. Despite
China’s huge population, most people re-
ceive a decent education. It is, of course,
very difficult to make comparisons between
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my country, Australia, and China, as Chi-
na has many times the population of Austral-
ia. In fact, in Hebei Province alone, there
are more than three times as many people as
my entire country. China’s system of examina-
tion is certainly very suitable for her vast pop-
ulation, providing an adequate method of de-
termining who should go on to higher learning
and in which disciplines.

While | studied at university | met and
talked with many students from Mainland Chi-
na, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Through these
e>-<periences | came to learn of’ China, its
people, history, traditions and culture. In my
mind though, the picture | had of China at
that time was quite different than® the picture
| have now, since living here for over two
years. Many Chinese students are eager to
travel abroad to study. | believe this is a posi-
tive thing for the student as an individual and
for China’s development as a whole. For
hundreds of years China has been closed to
the outside world, especially to those in the
West. This, of course, has its advantages,
as China has developed her own deep, last-
ing culture and tradition, which is of great im-
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portance to her future. But it has also meant
that Chinese people know little of other cul-
tures, especially western cultures, except
for what they read about in books and maga-
zines, or have seen on TV.

Since Deng Xiaoping’s “open door poli-
cy” of the late 70's and early 80's, China has
seen some terrific, if not incredible, growth
in both her economy and society. China, for
the first time in her 5,000-year history, is truly
a part of the global village. With this gift
comes responsibility, the need for young and
old alike in China to learn of others’ ways,
values and norms. My knowledge of the real
China was very insignificant until | came here
to live among the real Chinese. In fact, right
now | am engaged to’ a beautiful young Chi-
nese girl, who can truly teach me of the real
China.

A year or so ago, | was living in Hebei
Province, when | met this wonderful and
beautiful young woman. In Australia | had had
several girlfriends since my high school days,
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none of whom moved me the way this particu-
lar girl did. | had never believed in fall in love
at first sight until | saw this girl. | knew from
the first moment | met her that she was the
one who | would marry. Many people search
for a lifetime to find “the One”" . | felt lucky
and blessed that day, as | had finally found
her. My search was over. Dear reader, when
you have this chance, do not let it go — re-
gret can be a horrible emotion. You may be
asking, how did we meet and fall in love? It is
an interesting story.

My fiancée was a teacher in an English
school for little children. We met at an English
party and became friends. Later we were at a
club together, eating and drinking and danc-
ing. We were talking about our past and boy-
friends and girlfriends we had known in the
past. When she heard about my past she
seemed to be jealous. So | asked her whether
she liked me or not She just smiled and
leaned'' toward me and kissed me. It was like
heaven was smiling on me" that day. | was
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so happy, and have been every day since.
When | was 16, | dreamt of a girl | would
meet and fall in love with. This girl was from
another country. She was to be my soul ma-
te, my one true love. My dream has come
true, and because of this | believe in fate and

love.

She has taught me much about myself,
and much about love. | believe, although she
is from a small town, from a simple family,
she can teach me a lot about the world. And
learning is the most important gift we can give
each other. | hope to teach her of my country,
and to show her the beauty of my culture,
just as | have discovered the beauties of Chi-
nese culture. Next year we will be married and
will return to Australia together, where both

of us will continue our studies.

Last month | met her parents, and it was
certainly an enlightening experience" . Her
mother and father are both simple Chinese
peasants, who are loyal to China and to their
daughter. So when they met their future son-
in-law, a foreigner, they were a little nerv-
ous. All they had known of foreigners had
come from the TV or from the newspaper, so
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they were afraid that | was a monster, who
had come to steal their child. They asked me
some very strange questions .

“Will you sell our daughter when you go to
Australia?”

“How many wives do men have in your coun-

try?”

| tried to explain to them that | was raised
in a good family, a Christian family, and an-
yway this kind of thing is illegal and wrong in
Australia. My fiancé €’s ( Yang Fang) parents
just laughed. “Ha Ha, we do not believe in
the same things as you, our countries and
cultures have different beliefs,” they replied,
“we believe in Mao Zedong and the Commu-

nist Party of the People’s Republic of China. ”

| did not know what to say. We believed
in different things, although our hearts felt
the same way". We both love Yang Fang,
and we both want to take care of her. | told
them | loved their daughter and would do so
till the day | die. | certainly would not sell her,
or marry another woman. Of course not all
people in China are like Yang Fang’s parents,
but today there are still many people who do
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