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Introduction

The Collection and Donation Award Project of 20th-century National Fine Art Works is a na-
tional cultural program that focuses on works by outstanding 20th-century artists. With the sup-
port of the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Finance, it was launched in 2004 by the
National Art Museum. It received an ardent response from artists and their families, some do-
nating their own works or works by their family members, and some donating their entire artistic
collections, making a great contribution to the progress of the national fine arts. The donated
works, many of them crystallizations of pain and patriotism, have added to the diversity of the
museum’s foreign works collection (including Japanese ukiyo-e, modern international engrav-
ings and Russian oil paintings, among others). The Collection of Works Donated to the National
Art Museum of China, a series, has been published in memory of the artists’ achievements in
the 20th century and contributions to Chinese art. One volume of the series is the Collected
Works Donated to the National Art Museum by Deng Wei.

Deng Wei is a renowned contemporary photographer specializing in realistic portrait photography.
In the past 30 years, he has made a remarkable contribution to cultural exchanges between
China and the world with his many photographic classics.

As a photographer, Deng has always dedicated his passion and perseverance to portraits of
cultural figures. As early as the late 1970s, he, as a beginner in photography, began to take
photos of senior cultural figures in China. The publication of his Portraits of Chinese Cultural
Figures in 1986 marked the beginning of portrait photography featuring famous persons in
China=

The year 1990 saw the beginning of Deng’s plan to take photos of world-famous persons at his
own expense. Thanks to his perseverance, he captured unique perspectives of world-renowned
statesmen, writers, scientists, artists, historians, financiers and athletes on film. His subjects
also include scenery, daily life of common people and ethnic customs.

When taking photos, Deng gives prominence to the face with low brightness, dark hues, and
partial low illumination, capturing a flash of instantaneousness and expressions that reveal
innermost feelings. His works, always refreshing and beautiful, have built an artistic bridge
between China and other parts of the world. The unique experience and perspective in his
photos, acclaimed by experts, will be remembered in history as part of the cultural heritage
shared by mankind.

Mr. Deng’s noble act of donating 100 photos, gems of rarely attainable achievements made
possible by dozens of years of hard effort, to the nation and the people was the first ever group
of photographs received by the National Art Museum.

Mr. Deng’s act and vision, and the cultural and academic inspiration they stir up, reveal a pure
world of art.

National Art Museum of China
April, 2007
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