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nothing unless it ennobles and strengthens that 9ts
ude ia for life. 9ts aim is not beauty but goodness.

re-reading Activities
N St R A R D R S s, M Do 0 o O T S o G 5 s i Ny PR, a
L. Use the Internet or other resources available to get some background knowledge about the
life of the Americans.
e m

2. Discuss with your partner or in small groups the following questions:
1) Every country has its own distinctive culture. Is it proper to say that this one is good while that
one is bad? Why or why not?
2) Do you find cultural difference an important element to be taken into consideration when you are
communicating with a person coming from another country? Why or why not?
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How I’ll Become an American

M Liklos Vamos

I have been Hungarian for 38 years. I'll try something else for the next 38. I'll try to be an
American, for instance, North American, I mean.

As an American, I’ll speak English fluently. I’ll make
American mistakes instead of Hungarian mistakes and I'll call them
slang.

As an American, I’ll have a credit card. Or two. I'll use and
misuse them and have to pay the fees. I'll apply for' other cards
right away. Golden Visa. Golden American. Golden Gate. And I'll buy
a car, a great American car. Then I'll sell my car and buy a smaller
West German car because it’s reliable and doesn’t use so much
gasoline. Later, I'll sell it and buy a smaller Japanese car with a
computer aboard. Then I’ll sell it and buy a camper’. When I sell
the camper I’ll buy a bicycle.

As an American, I'll buy a dog. And a cat. And a goat. And a white
whale. And also some big stones as pets.

I'll live in my own house. It will be mine, except for the 99

percent mortgage. I'll sell my house and buy a condo’. T'll sell my
condo and buy a mobile home. I'll sell my mobile home and buy an igloo”. I'll sell my igloo and buy a
tent. As an American, Ill be clever: I'll sell my igloo and buy a tent when I move to Florida from Alaska.
Anyway, I'll move a lot. And I'll buy the best dishwasher, microwave, dryer and hi-fi’ in the
world—that is, the USA. Il have warranty for all—or my money back. I'll use automatic toothbrushes,
egg boilers and garage doors. I'll call every single number starting 1-800.
I’ll buy the fastest food I can get and T'll eat it very slowly because I’ll watch TV during the meals.
Of course, I'll buy a VCR". I'll watch the taped programs and then retape. Sometimes, I’ll retape first.
As an American, T'll have an answering machine too. The outgoing message will promise that ri
call you back as soon as possible, but it won’t be possible soon. If I answer the phone as an exception, Il tell
you that I can’t talk now because I have a long-distance call on the other line, but I'll call you back as

soon as possible (see above).
And Pll get a job. I'll always be looking for a better job, but I won’t get the job I want. I ’ll work really

1 apply for: to make a formal request

2 camper: large vehicle in which you can sleep and eat

3 condo: a flat, a house

4 igloo: hut of ice built and used as a dwelling by Eskimos

5 hi-fi (high- tuldn\ ) electronic equipment that records music very accurately

6 VCR (Video Cassette Recorder): a machine that can record pictures and sounds from a television onto magnetic tapes

2
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hard since as an American I wanna be rich. T'll be always in a hurry: Time Is Money. Unfortunately, my
time won’t be worth as much money as my bosses’ time. Sometimes I’ll have some time and I still won’t
have enough money. Then I'll start to hate the wisdom of this saying.

As an American, sometimes I'll be badly depressed. I'll be the patient of 12 psychiatrists, and I’ll be
disappointed with all of them. I'll try to change my life a little bit. I'll try to exchange my wives, my cars,
my lovers, my houses, my children, my jobs and my pets.

Sometimes, I'll exchange a few dollars into other currencies and I’ll travel to Europe, Hawaii, Tunisia,
Martinique and Japan. I'll be happy to see that people all over the world are jealous of us Americans.

I'll take at least 2,000 snapshots' on each trip. T'll also buy a video camera and shoot everywhere. T’ll
look at the tapes, photos and slides, and I’ll try to remember my experiences when I have time and am
in the mood. But I won’t have time or be in the mood because I'll get depressed again and again.

I'll smoke cigarettes. Then T’ll be afraid of cancer and I'll stop. I'll smoke cigars. And opium. I'll
take a breather and then try LSD” and heroin’ and cocaine and marijuana®, To top it all off: crack. Ill
try to stop but I won’t be able.

I’ll call 1-800-222-HELP. If nothing helps, I'll have some gay experiences. And swing. And if I am
still unhappy, I'll make the final effort: I’ll try to read a book. I'll buy some best sellers. I’ll prefer
ASAIIEMENEL. My second favorite will be the “How to Be Rich in Seven Weeks”. I'll try to follow this
advice in seven years.

I'll always be concerned about’ my health as an American. I won't eat anything but health food
until I get ill. From time to time, I'll read in the paper that I should stop eating meat, sugar, bread, fiber,
grains, iron, toothpaste, and that I should stop drinking milk, soda, water, acid rain. I'll try to follow this
advice, but then I’ll read in the paper that I should do it the other way around.

I'll be puzzled. “Hey, I don’t even know what cholesterol is!” Yet, I'll stick to decaf coffee, sugar-
free cookies, salt-free butter and lead-free gasoline. I'll believe that proper diet and exercise make life
longer. I'll go jogging everyday until I am mugged twice and knocked down three times. Then T’ll just
exercise in my room but it will also increase my appetite. I'll go on several diets, and little by little I'll

reach 200 pounds.

As an American, I'll buy a new TV every time a larger screen appears on the market. In the end,
the screen will be larger than the room. It will be difficult to put this enormous TV into my living
room; thus, I'll put my living room into the TV. Anyway, my living room will look very much like the
living rooms you can see on the screen. My life won’t differ from the lives you can see on the soaps:
nobody will complain. I won’t complain either. I'll always smile.

After all, we are Americans, aren’t we?
(990 words)

1 snapshot: photograph

2 LSD: lysergic acid diethylamide & 88 — Z BEtb: , KL)%

3 Heroin: narcotic drug made form morphine, used medically to cause sleep or relieve pain, or by drug addicts ;& & , 7R
R Z WD HE

4 Marijuana: dried leaves and flowers of Indian hemp, usually smoked as a drug &k

5 be concerned about: worried about; troubled

3
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About the author
Miklés Vamos is a Hungarian novelist, screenwriter and talk show host and has taught at Yale

University on a Fulbright fellowship. He served as The Nation’s East European correspondent,
worked as consultant on the Oscar-winning film Mepbisto, and presented Hungary’s most-
watched cultural television show. He is one of the most read and respected writers in his native

Hungary.

Vimos has received numerous awards for his plays, screenplays, novels and short stories,
including the Hungarian Merit Award for lifetime achievement. The Book of Fathers is considered
his most accomplished novel and has sold 200,000 copies in Hungary.

James A. Michener

James Albert Michener (1907-1997), Pulitzer prize-winning author. Michener was an
American author of more than 40 works, the majority of which are novels of sweeping sagas,
covering the lives of many generations in a particular geographic locale. Best known for his
novels, he wrote epic poetry and detailed works classified as fictional documentaries. Novels such
as Hawaii (1959) and The Source (1965) typically open with the earliest history of an area—the
geology, flora, and fauna—and ultimately encompass the people who settle and rule there. Not
all of Michener’s works are fictional. The Fires of Spring (1949) is autobiographical, as is his 1992
memoir, The World Is My Home. His last completed book was A Century of Sonnets (1997). In later
life Michener was a great philanthropist, contributing millions of dollars to universities and the
Authors League Fund. Prior to his death, he donated 1,500 Japanese prints to the University of

Hawaii.

#. Read to Think

1. Read to understand the contents
1) What is the main idea of the text?
2) In Paragraph 2, according to the author, what should one do if he wants to

be an American?
3) What can we know about the Americans from the discussion about car

purchase?
4) Traveling as an American, how will the author feel? Why?
5) According to Paragraph 6, what does the phone number starting 1-800

represent?
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6) What is the main idea of Paragraphs 8?

7) In Paragraph 9, does the author believe that “Time is money”? Why or why not?

8) Why does the author try to read a book?

9) According to the author, what should he do for his health?
10) Do you think that the author really wants to be an American? Why or why not? Give your

reasons.

2. Read to understand the organization of the text.
1) Which rhetorical devices does the writer use in this text?
2) What is the overtone of the text?
3) How are Paragraphs 2 and 3 organized?
4) What is the function of the first sentence of Paragraph 6?
5) In Paragraph 15, the author says “I will always be concerned about my health as an
American”. In which part does the author give some details to support this?
6) In Paragraph 16, the author says “I will be puzzled”. Why?
7) How do you understand Paragraph 18?
8) In this text, the author states his opinion in a quite humorous way. Can you find some

examples?

1. Guided Speaking gEpaE s
1) Retell Paragraphs 15 and 16 about what the author will do for l’llS health as an American.
2) In this text, the author tells his ideas in a humorous way. Try to find all the relevant instances
and then present and discuss them in front of the class.

2. Free Speaking ) giia
This text talks about Vimos’ personal ideas about how he w111 become an American. Today,

cross-cultural communication becomes popular as more and more people go abroad for various
purposes. How one can live successfully in a new country is a hot issue. Try to use the words
and phrases you have learned from the text to describe the topic.
(Idea input)
XUR—IMHENBENEFE TR, BAXMKBINEGENRBORM, THRA%MS

ERNENTE, NEIRRET. REIRE, KEMROTHNE. CERE. AEE0.
MERESFEF. AUALKZERING, ARRE “HEAN”, EE “XUAN”. YRMNEHE
RIRSCALRS, BAIhb#TE XL ZFRRER —E N EME,



Il. Read to Write

1. Guided Writing

3. Work on Your Own (autonomous stud

Read Paragraphs 13— 17 again. Complete the following topic sentences for each paragraph.
Then choose appropriate transitional words and phrases in the box to combine the topic

sentences to form a coherent sumimary.

what’s more even though on the other hand now

at last in the past firstly if

besides therefore

W i NSO e g s p——

1) Paragraph 13: I will smoke cigarettes. for the sake of health, but I
won'’t be able to.

2) Paragraph 14: I am still unhappy, , so I will try to read a book.

3) Paragraph 15: As an American, , but I will read in the paper that I
should do it in the other way.

4) Paragraph 16: I will be puzzled. Even if I don’t know what cholesterol is, I will

5) Paragraph 17: T also will buy a new TV. My life won’t differ from the lives you can see in the
soaps: . And I won’t complain either.

Free Writing , ,

Nations, like individuals, need to cooperate in order to survive and develop Cooperation
is not an easy job, for feelings of both parties need to be considered. Cooperation with a person
of the same culture is not that easy, and then what if the other party is from another culture?
What’s your idea about the role played by culture in communications by people from different

countries?
Please write an essay of no less than 200 words on this topic in 30 minutes.

Conduct a survey of your classmates on the topic of cross- cultural communication.
Interview at least 10 people and then summarize your results in writing. Here are some
questions you may start with. Add your own questions if you wish.

1) Is culture very important in our daily life? How and why?

2) Imagine that now you were to be provided with a chance to go abroad to study, which
country would you prefer to go to? What cultural differences could you think about? And
how would you deal with them?
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“1V. Read to Translate

1. Translate the following sentences from the text into Chinese.

1) As an American, I will speak English fluently. I will make American mistakes instead of
Hungarian mistakes and I will call them slang.

2) As an American, sometimes I will be badly depressed. I will be the patient of 12 psychiatrists,
and I will be disappointed with all of them. I will try to change my life a little bit.

3) T'will call 1-800-222-HELP. If nothing helps, I will have some gay experiences. And swing.
And if I am still unhappy, I will make a final effort: I will try to read a book.

4) I'will try to follow this advice, but then I'll read in the paper that I should do it the other way
around.

5) In the end, the screen will be larger than the room. It will be difficult to put this enormous

TV into my living room; thus, I’ll put my living room into the TV.

2. Translate the following paragraph into English (Group activity).

Step One: Think about and work out translations of the following passage alone.
Step Two: Work in groups. Discuss your translations and improve your original versions.
Step Three: Present the best version(s) of each group in front of the class.
Step Four: Comment on and modify the presented versions.
Key words: refers to; value; lie in; independent; harmoniously

XA BEYRXASHERL, WRAXAREXUHERR. EEENBRS, Fitt
MRZ ATEX . XKL, B XURRRXL, MRAUELEREEN, FRMNE
EREEBCRATHERENHARNBEAR. MERE. £FIB/MRG. PEH XL
ERMEATHAEAXUNREEMNRXL ENZER, PEAXUEERA, hEE
R 21 e, ENEHENE, BEBE, AR,

V. Language Studies
1. Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions given. Change the form where
necessary. L s :
misuse in the end after all apply for appetite
fluent be concerned about reliable puzzle
1) As a little Chinese child, he can speak English ; it is quite unbelievable.
2) As an officer, you have no rights to your power to do such things.
3) Many graduates the passport in order to go abroad to further their studies.

7



4) It’s quite difficult for a person who is in a new situation to find someone

5) The organization is always the interests of those oversea students.
6)-When you are in a new country without knowing its language, you will often feel quite

7) You don’t have to pay attention to what he says to you. , he is only a child.
8) , he was able to adapt to his new life successfully.
9) He has a great for this sort of food.

. Paraphrase the following sentences from the

1) I will call every single number starting 1-800.

2) The outgoing message will promise that I'll call you back as soon as possible, but it won’t be
possible soon.

3) Unfortunately, my time won’t be worth as much money as my bosses’ time.

4) Yet, I'll stick to decaf coffee, sugar-free cookies, salt-free butter and lead-free gasoline.

. Cloze R i T T i g
People from different cultures sometimes do things that make each other uncomfortable
without meaning to or sometimes without even realizing it. Most Americans have __1)  been
out of the country and have very little experience with foreigners. But they are usually friendly
and open, and _ 2) meeting new people, having guests and bringing people together formally
or _3) .They tend to use first names in most situations—and speak freely about themselves.
So if your American hosts do something that makes you __4) , try to let them know how you
feel. Most people will appreciate your honesty and try not to make you uncomfortable again.
And you will all learn something about another culture.

Many travelers find it 5)  to meet people in the U.S. than in other countries. They
may just come up and introduce themselves or even invite you in __6)  they really know you.
Sometimes Americans are said to be superficially friendly. Perhaps it seems so, but they are
probably just having a good time. Just like anywhere else, it takes time to make real friends with
people in the U.S..

If and when you __ 7)  American friends, they will probably enjoy _ 8)  you to their
friends and family, and if they seem proud of __9)  you, it’s probably _ 10) they are relaxed

and enjoy it.



