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PREFACE TO THE CHINESE EDITION

PREFACE TO THE CHINESE EDITION

~For an author to have his book translated into the language that is read by
more people than any other in the world today is a major satisfaction. After all,
why does one write a book, especially a textbook, if not to have it read and ap-
preciated by as many people as possible?

When I wrote the first edition of this book, in 1962, most chemists did not
yet realize that molecular symmetry is something that chemists have to under-
stand. I think that this realization has now taken place widely and I hope that by
providing chemists, for the first time, with a readable introduction to the sub-
ject, I helped to promote the process. Today it is universally recognized that no
true understanding of molecular electronic structure and most of the fundamental
properties of molecules is attainable without an understanding of the role of
molecular symmetry. To be able to acquire that understanding in one’s native
language is a great advantage and thus translations of this book are highly desir-
able. There have previously been translations into French, Italian, Polish,
Spanish and Japanese. The second edition was also translated into Chinese. A
Chinese translation of the third edition will, I am sure, be very useful to Chinese
students.

Science creates a world community of kindred spirits, united by the common
purpose of finding out how Nature works, and, more often than not, using this
knowledge for the benefit of humanity. It has been my pleasure to visit several
of the outstanding centers of research and teaching in China where I have enjoyed
the company of many distinguished scholars. I would be remiss if I did not
specifically mention my good friend Professor Jia-Xi Lu, one of China’s finest
scientists and statesmen of science. My contacts with him and many other Chi-
nese chemists leave no doubt that China is a country with an unbounded poten-
tial. I might also add that since 1982 in my own laboratory I have enjoyed collab-
oration with no less than 13 young men and women from China carrying out re-
search for the Ph.D. as well as 8 postdoctoral coworkers. 1 know that these
young people are but the tip of an iceberg of human capital.

Several thousand years ago China led to world in science and technology and
it is now on the way to being once again a major player in these arenas. If my
book can contribute in a modest way to this process, I shall be gratified. I salute

all Chinese students of chemistry and wish them well.
F. A. Cotton
Texas College Station
September, 1997
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