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Getting Started

follow sb.’s lead in (doing sth.) SR XA Z B (B F)
US Department of Agriculture £ [E R b3
come into contact with # #:Ak; H % %
brain-wasting disease &4 % [5]4k]

take further action #—# KI5
livestock feed % & 484

tinned beef ### 4 %)

live animal F4 %

grocery store shelf Z¢ 4% J& % 22

trade partner % Z1k1¥

take sound measures RIRA-EE #4356

lift the ban Bk 24~

FEECENODCENE

What’s wrong with Brazilian beef products?

Moving On

Read the press clipping and decide whether each of the following statements is

1. North American Free Trade Agreement countries banned Canadian beef

1




products. ()

2. There is mad cow disease in Brazil. ( )

3. Canada banned Brazilian beef products because Brazil had imported live ani-
mals from Europe until 1999. ()

4. Brazil is the leading exporter of beef to the US. ()

5. North American Free Trade Agreement partners include Britain, France, Ireland.
US, Canada and Mexico. ( )

6. The USDA will complete a mad cow risk assessment in Brazil. ()

Press Clipping One

Westerners Suffer from Mad Cow Fears

B -
The United States on Friday fol-
lowed Canada’s lead in stopping, for the

time being, imports of Brazilian beef and

processed beef products’ as a precaution
(F1 7 #7€) against mad cow disease.

The US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) said although there was no proof
of mad cow disease in Brazil, it was con-
cerned that certain Brazilian beef prod-
ucts may have come into contact with
beef from Europe, which has been hit
with an outbreak (¥, &) of the brain-
wasting disease.

“This decision is a temporary action,”
USDA said in a statement. Further ac-

&S]

tion would be taken if needed to keep
the disease out of the United States,
which has never had a case.

Mad cow disease is believed to have
spread from Britain to other countries
when the bones and other remains (7 %)
of diseased cattle were used in livestock
feed.

Nearly 90 people in Britain, France
and Ireland have died from mad cow
disease. Canada is the leading exporter
of beef to the US, with 345,069 tons
shipped in 1999, according to the infor-
mation from the USDA.? Brazil shipped
50,376 tons of beef to the US in 1999,
up from 33,534 tons in 1998.

Brazil’s government said tinned
beef exports to the United States were
worth around $5.5 million.

Earlier Friday, Canada became the
first NAFTA country to announce it
was banning Brazilian beef products




after receiving information that Brazil
had imported live animals from Europe
until 1999.

Ottawa (72 K 4£) was stopping all
imports of Brazilian tinned beef and
would pull the products from grocery
store shelves.*

Mexico, the other US trade part-
ner under the North American Free
Trade Agreement, said it expected to
exercise its own ban on Brazilian beef
products.

An angry Brazilian official criti-
cized Canada for over-reacting and
starting a ban that would force similar
action among NAFTA partners.

Brazil’s Agriculture Ministry (&

Notes

1k 2f) on Friday said that the bans were
“scientifically unreasonable” since there
were never any cases of the brain-wasting
illness reported in the country.

“Brazil’s beef is def'initely safe, and
there is no mad cow in Brazil.” Said
Marcio Fortest, executive secretary (3.
474t ) of the Agricultural Ministry.

The USDA said it was working with
Brazilian agriculture officials to com-
plete a mad cow risk assessment (#F4%)
in Brazil as quickly as possible.

“Once this data (423 ) has been re-
ceived and USDA is certain that Brazil
has taken sound measures to prevent mad
cow disease, the ban will be hfted T The
USDA said.

stopping, for the time being, imports of Brazilian beef and proce;sed beef products:
FoAF b3t 0 S @ e 4 W Fo 2 W) e T S
SoAL 49 import # %78, 1 “#v FHBT ME.

Mad cow disease is believed to have spread from Britain to other countries when
the bones and other remains of diseased cattle were used in livestock feed.: &
2, RARRMRAEE, LRFGF KK GHHA THiEREH
M, AR ELE| T HGE R,
Canada is the leading exporter of beef to the US, with 345,069 tons shipped in
1999, according to the information from the USDA.: % f £ 5 z‘ukﬁlz &
W& MEXROEZEE O F A HeF—KE, 1999456918 0 Fakik
345 069 v,

shé) ¥ &9 ship 3437 A, shipped to the US & “ik (EAR)iE4 % £5”,
Ottawa was stopping all imports of Brazilian tinned beef and would pull the
products from grocery store shelves.: 7 K445k 3 0 B ¢4 Eﬂgﬁg &
S| %’J v, ﬂ‘ﬂ%jﬂﬂ'b%}i aa}\ké&\\ﬁ:ﬁ}g é/] 'ﬁ'}’n J'_%‘Fa‘ni‘F%

Ottawa: “JB KH (lmEKREAR)”, & F A kIR AL KHAF.




Tips for Reading

RPN E BRI R

HFEENFE, EUES K EE ZIcEEIRE, LURFER E,
il . %Al and, 3078 to be 4,

(1 BaniE- %y v

37 killed in Italian plane crash
(37 killed in an Italian plane crash)

®) Z 5 %A and

Laurel, Aquino Cut Ties
(Laurel and Aquino Cut Ties)

(3 B INShwE]

Irish group Kkills ex-chief
(An Irish group kills its ex-chief)

€ &% Z shiF be

Three dead after inhaling oven gas
(Three are dead after inhaling oven gas)

@ & 5B 3h3E be

Financier killed by burglars
(Financier is killed by burglars)

Practice Exercises

I. Add the missing words to each of the headlines below.

1. Top Indian hotel angry at BBC

2. NBC'’s President Seeks Big Acquisitions, Ventures for Network



3. Mother, Daughter Share Fulbright Year

4. Courses on Practical Skills Popular with Students

5. UK government to take new steps to ban tobacco ads in media

1. Read the press clipping below and then choose the word or phrase that best

1. Surprisingly, the advertisements run by the French division of McDonald’s ad-

vised “not to visit McDonald’s more than once a week. ( )
A parents i2. students . children [>. families
2. Citing information from experts, the advertisements indicated, to some degree,
that McDonald’s provides meals that are partofa . weekly diet. ( )
. improper I un-balanced C . innutritious 1). balanced
3. According to the ads, McDonald’s hamburgers are made of 100 percent real
beef and cooked on a grill L )
.. without free oil - with free oil
{ without extra oil . . with additional oil
4. Nutrition professionals say that a healthy diet is based on the nutrition prin-
ciples of )
. meat, vegetables and milk - balance, variety and moderation
(" rice, fruit and water | combination, variation and modesty

Press Clipping Two




speaking of fatness and diets for
children, the ads described how
McDonald’s hamburgers are made of
100 percent real beef and cooked on a
grill (¥ &) free of additional oil.

One ad placed in Femme Actuelle
in April quoted a nutritionist (& 7~ )7 )
who said, “there’s no reason to have too
much fast food, or visit McDonald’s
more than once a week.”

The McDonald’s Corp., based in
Oak Brook, Illinois, said in a statement
Wednesday that it “strongly disagreed”
with the nutritionist quoted in the French
advertisement.

“The vast majority of nutrition pro-
fessionals say that McDonald’s food can

Additional Practice

1.

be and is a part of a healthy diet based
on the sound nutrition principles of
balance, variety and moderation,” the
statement said.

Since opening its first French
branch in 1968, McDonald’s has ex-
panded continuously in France. More
recently McDonald’s has come under
fire from anti-globalization protesters,
farmers’ groups, and in Paris, striking
workers (2 LT A).

In 1999, sheep farmer-turned-activist
Jose Bove became a standardbearer (47
##1) for the French anti-globalization
movement when he led a group that
smashed a McDonald’s in southern
France.

Add the missing words to each of the headlines below.

I. Top Pakistan judge dismissed after refusing to take oath

2. China sees housing as engine to drive economy

3. China, US warned of repeat of Cold War

4. Daewoo to increase investment in China

5. Shanghai worried about surge of accidents

6. China urged to speed up scientific pursuits

Read the press clipping below and then decide whether each of the following

statements is or

1. A British economics professor worked out a chemical formula to Judge the value



of one’s time. ( )

2. Based on the investigation, more than 80 percent of the people interviewed
thought that time could be bought by money. ()

3. According to the professor. we can see how much an hour of our time is worth
whether at work or home. ()

4. In everyday life, the formula could be of some help for people when they have
to make decisions, such as whether to cook a meal or to get a takeaway, and
whether to take public transport or a taxi. ()

5. According to the Web site www.barclaycard.co.uk/timeismoney. for a profes-
sional working in New York and earning $36,570 a year, an hour would be
worth $9.42. ()

Press Clipping Three
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