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Foreword

In 1998, “International Conference or of Chinese Architectural History I”, which marked that Chinese architecture
had attracted worldwide attention, was held in Beijing. During the meeting, a decision had been made to establish an in-
temational organization. This committee had agreed to launch this academg collection” s own publication.

About the name of this organization, most scholers think that since it is the su enee of “Chinese Society for
YingZao studies” founded by preeursors about 80 years ago, the rewly made academg collection’ s name should show
respect to them. Furthermore, the word of “ YingZao™ could sum up the broad sense of architecture and it contains tradi-
tional meaning of Chinese cnlture while this word is also an advant — guard scientific term. So, this international organiza-
tion may rationally be named as “World Society for YingZao studies”, ii’ s publication then should be called as
“YingZao” - this Collertion of treatise is just the one now you are reading.

At the beginning of Millennium, World Society for YingZao studies voice the Collection of treatise of YingZao came
out.As it’ s start publication, this volume of YingZan contains the news and reports and the collection of theses an-
nounced in the First International Forum on History of Chinese Architecture.

YingZao aims to provide a communication space for intemational research on Chinese architeeture, it is assured
that this magazine will be some help to promote the research of this field.

Atticles published in YingZao ranged from ancient, latter day to contemporary history of architeeture, from urban
planning, building, landseape to fumitrre, fitment and sc on.This Collection of treatise will discuss not only Chinese
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architecture but also the relationship between China and the countries aroud her, including the communication course,
mutual influence, and contrasting with other architectural culture systems in the world. This Collection of treatise will de-
vote all to not only the research of human being’ s cultural heritage, but also the construction of an eeologicalized, in-
formationized and healthy living entironment.

YingZao belongs to all the scholars in the researching field of Chinese architecture. It will grow up hopefully under
the care of all of us. ’
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Briefing :

A New Milestone in Chinese Architecture Study

The International Conference on the Chinese Architectural History [
Has Come to a Successful Close in Beijing

International Conference on Chinese Architectural History I , which marks that Chinese architectural history study
had became a world — wide subject, had come to a succssful slose in Beijing on August 21, 1998. Totally 69 Prticipants
from 11 countries and districts ( China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Australia, U.S.A., Denmark, Ger-
many, Italy, France) atrended this conference and provided 69 papers. further more, at the end of this meeting Fra-
grant Hill Declaration had been a greed and issued unanimously .

In 1995, at Prof Yang Hong — xun’ s suggestion and with his support, the International Conference on Chinese Ar-
chitectural History was held by the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Participants of the Hong Kong Conference proposed
that an Intemational Conference should be held as soon as possible in Mainland China. And an International association
of Chinese Architectural history studies should be founded. Many famous international scholars signed on the Proposal
for Establishing the intornational Society of chinese Architectural History Studies which was presented by Prof. Yang
hong — xun. And then, August 1821, 1998, came off the International Conference on Chinese Architectural History I at
Fragrant hill in Beijing. The Conference was presided by three units: Chinese Society of Architectural History, the Insti-
tute of Architectural History and Preservation of Historice Building of Tsinghua University, and Preparatory Committee of
Intemational Society for Chinese Architectural History Studies.

The Organizing Commitee of this conference are composed of the followings:

Organizing Committee of the Intemnational Conference on Chinese Architectural History I:

Chajrman: Prof. Yang Hong — xun (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Vise-Chairman: Associate Prof. Lv Zhou (Tsinghua University)

Members: Prof. Liu Xu - jie (Souteast University)

Prof. Chu — joe Hsia (Taiwan University)

Prof. Tan Tanaka (Kyoto University, n

Prof. Elsc Glahn (University of Copenhagen)

Prof. Nancy Shatzman Steinhardt (University of Pennylvania)
Prof. Lothar Ledderose (University Heidelberg)

Prof. Hong — tack Yun (Konkuk University)

Prof. David Lung (University of Hong Kong)

Prof. Luigi Gazzola (Universita’ Degil Studi di Roma)

Honoured Guest:

Prof. Wu Liang — yong
Prof. Wang Tan .

Prof. Zheng Xiao — xie
Prof. Hou Ren — zhi



Prof. Zhang Bo
Prof. Zhang Kai - ji
Prof. Mo Zong — jiang
Prof. Luo Zhe — wen
Prof. Du Xian — zhou
Prof. Yu Ming — qian
Prof. Yu Zhuo — yun
Prof. Zhu Jia - jin
Prof. Wang Shi - xiang
Opening Address: Prof. Wu Liang — yong
School of Architecture, Tsinghua University
Greetings: Mr. Luo Zhe - wen
State Burean of Cultrual Relics & Museums
Congratulatory etter: Prof. Nancy Shatzman Steinhardt
University of Pennsylvania
Prof. Mark C. Engelbrecht, FAIA
Dean, College of Design, lowa State University
Prof. Paul Shao
President of Chinese Cultural Center of America
In the opening speech, Prof. Yang Hong — xun, President of the Chinese Society of Architectural History, expressed
the value of the Chinese architectural history studies and the significance of this conference. He listed some examples to
critisize Banister Flecther, the author of A history of Architecture on the Comparative Method (1919) . In this book,
his untrue words about Chinese architecture history cause the world misunderstanding for nearly one hundred years.
Many excellent papers were announced in this conference, those papers were related to both theories and actions on
Chinese architectural history Studies, for example: “sacred and deligion architecture”, “ Ying Zao Fa Shi & constuc-
tion”, “compare”, “mausoleum”, “preservation of historic building”, “history of modem architecture”, “vemacular ar-
chitecture” , “landscape architecture”, “theory and criticism”, “computer application” . . . etc
During this conference, the worries about contemporary enviroment were especialiy mentioned and the Chinese philo-
sophic theory of “Be harmony with the nature” was considered a method to solve the problem of the sustainable man —
made environment. As a result, THE FRAGRENT HILL’ S DECLARATION was approved by all the participants.
The conference was highly praised because of it’ s word — wide attention and high qualified papers and successful

organization.
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Prof. Zheng Xiaoxie who didn’ t atlend the conference dedicated his poem to International Conference on Chinese
Architectural History 1.

The meanings translated from the poem in Chinese:

The historical site of Fragrant Hill was once imperial garden in celebrities gether here to send their summer.

Architectural civerlization should have its origan.

To make the past serve the present, the study of Architectural History is apremise.
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Mr. Luo Zhewen addressed on the Conference and wrote a peom for the International Conference on Chinese Archi-
tectural History I.

The meanings translated from the poem in Chinese.

The papers of Liang Sicheng and Liu Dunzhen will hand down frovn generation to generation.

They ushered in a neew epoch in architectural history studies and architectural education.

A galaxy of talent has appeared in our time to put forward their undertaing and lead this field to a new era.
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Augustl7, 1998
Prof. Yang Hongxun
Zizhuyuan
Changyungong 1 -1 - 1102
Haidianchu

Beijing 100044

Dear Professor Yang,

As you know, it is with deep regret that I am not with you today at the opening of the First International Conference
on Chinese Architecture in Beijing. The event marks a milestone in the history of the study of Chinese architecture. In-
deed, it is the first time so large a group representing so many nationalities and so many subfields in the study of Chinese
architecture have gathered together to present their researh and exchange ideas.

Personally, it has been extremely gratifying to witness the increased interest in Chinese architectural history year by
year since I entered the field nearly 25 years ago. Those like yourself who have conducted research in this area for much
longer are surely even more impressed not only by the growth of th field but by the maturation. Chinese architecture has
moved forward from a pursuit to find, identify, classify, and characteize buildings to a desire to understand what they
mean. The field has advanced from a study of classical texts about or relevant to Chinese structures to a consideration of
the application of architectural theory to its study. Evervone present at the conference has worked together, building on
the research of teachers and colleagues.

I am sure all of those in attendance these four days are concermned with the future of the field, as, of course, am I.
Architects and historians, text readers and theorists, philosophers and archaeologists, we share the goal and the burden of
charting the future course of study. How do we best carry on the tradition of study and high scandards of our teachers and
present them to students, at the same time preparing those students to enter both the Chinese architecture field and be
part of the scholarly discourses and practicl concerns of those in other areas?

My answers to these questions are my goals for the future of the field. First, collaboration. I hope the conference is
an oportunity for the inination of small and large collaborative projects. I hope that researchers find others who share their
interests in specific buildings, texts, regional studies, or theories. But more important, I hope that together all those pre-
sent can take responsibility for the huge collaborative tasks of this field; the identification of China’ s most important
buildings and those most in need of preservation; the commitment to work together to make sure not one more old building
falls into disrepair or is lost; the commitment to make buildings and sites accessible for scholarly research; and the shar-
ing of data about buildings by those who have had access to those who have not, including shared or collaborative study of
architectural texts.

Second, I hope that together we can make the entry into the study of Chinese architecture easier. I believe we need
to join together to write a single, accurate, reliable, illustrated dictionary or encyclopedia of traditional Chinese architec-
tural history and terminlolgy and to produce detailed lists of buildings, site by site, town by town and province by
province.

Third, I believe we need to consider the non — sinological aspects of Chinese architecture. I hope we can address
how Chinese architecture best fits into, or is not in accord, the study of Western architecture and Western architectural
theory. Should we all be reading Western theory; have those who read Westem theory determined which theorists are
more or less in accord with the issues of Chinese structure; or shall we forge ahead to read the writings or Chinese schol-
ars and philosophers and define a Chinese theory of Chinese architecture. And, we should not leave aside our non —
scholarly audience. The field will only survive if at least some of us can make it interesting in our writings and lectures to
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those who have no background in Chinese studies.

These are some of my thoughts as I attend personal matters on this side of the Pacific Ocean. I look forward to read-
ing every conference paper and to meeting all of those present in the future. Most of all, I eagerly anticipate the study of
Chinese architecture in the 21st century, a challenge and an endeavor for which all of us take responsibility.

Yours sincerely

Nancy S. Steinhardt
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